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Py way of introduction...

As most reciplents of thils
newsletter are probably aware, the
lerge attendance and lively inter-
est at the GDR Semlnar held during
the 1974 MIA meeting in ¥Vew York
suggested the need for some sort
of newsletter which would fzeill-
tate quick communication of ideas
and resources among pecPle present-
ly or potentially ergzged 1in teach-
ing or research involving the 1it-
erature and culture of the German

Democratic Republlic.For %tne present, .

1t was declded that edltorial re-~
sponslbillity for the newsletter
would rest with the elected chair-
person of the 1975 GDR Sermlnar.

The splendid response to the )
initizl announcement of the planned
newsletter vtodes well for its con-
tinuation, which will depend upon
three factors: the willingness of
these who receive it to alseo con-
tribute to 1t »y sharlng resources
and ideas. t° ~ontinuing good will

of the ¢ ing edltors (see
last -~ ep the news flowing
in - a - :zlons, and the fea-

+ e originzal plan to
1 the newsletter by making 1%
inancial and organizational
responsibility of the current elec-
ted chairperson of the GDR Semlinar.
This schemes has the lmmense advanp-
taze of limiting the demands on the
resources of any one department to
a single year and avolding all the
nulsance attendant to paid subdb-
serintlcons, but Lt may also place
axcessive limitatlons on tne se-
lectlon of a seminar chalrperson
in financlaelly difficult times --
or endanger the contipuity of the
Fulletin,
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Since the purpose of the nsws~
letter is to compunicate infor-
mation much more quickly than 1is
posslible through more formal chazn-
nels of publication, 1t is planned
to lssue 1t four times during eack
academic year: Tebruary, April,
September, and November. This issu
1s perforce a double one because
1%t was sinply izpossitle to lay ti
groundwork and develop a meiling
1ist in %ime to issue a2 Pebruary
Bulletin., Please help to assurs ft
continuation of thls venture with
your reports of research-in-~progre
fortheooing or recent vublication:
(or brlef reviews of same), bitlic
graphies, course descriptions, an¢
announcements of travel seminars
and vislting lectures. A special
word of thanks is due to Prank
Hlrschbach for the many iLtems he
contributed 4o this 1lssue on even:
and resources 1n ithe Federal Zeput
and the GDR and to my own devart-
ment for financilzl ard rersonnel
support. (p.b.h.)
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Published four times z year. Corre
pondence for 1975 should be =2428res
to: Patricla Hermincghouse, edito
Dept. of Germanic Languages and L1
Box 1104, Washingion University,
St. Louils, Mo. 63130
or to
Regional Contriduting Editors:
Davld Rathrick, T -of Wisc.-VYadisor
Helen Fehervary Ohio State T,
Frank Hlrschbach 7, of MYinnesota
Gunrer Huettlch U. of Scutherr 0ail
Theodor Langenbruch Georgia Inst.ft
Rainer Ndgele, Johns Hepkins 7.
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