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ktion und Selbstverstandnis de

Langenbrych: Manfred Jager; Sozialliteraten. Fun T
Das Sundesministerium PUT 1nner3e%t—- Theorie deg Romilschen und 4n der

sche Zezlehungen in Pomn verdffent-
licht ein Merkhlatt "Relsen in die
DLCR". Obgleich dieseg Sl-seitize
Bichlein hauptsdchlich fiHr West-
deutsche und West~Berliner gedacht
is%, enthdlt es nichtsdestoweniger
auch fY>» smerikaner interessante Tat—
sachen und Hinwelse. (F. H.)
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- BOOK REVIEWS

Manfred Jdger : Sozialliteraten.

Funktion und Selbstvers+indnis der
Scbriftsteller in der TOR

Zertelsmann Universitdtsverlag,
Misseldors, 1973); 240 Seiten,
IS3EN 3-571-09286-9

JE€ger's theme is the process of eman~-
cipation (aznd, to some extent, of dis-
illusionment) of the GDR authors with-
in the framework of the accepted new
soclal order. The term "Soziallitera-
ten" is not used in z polemical sense,
but refers %c the "relative autoromy
of Literature” in the GDR. The most
important chapter of this volume is
"auf dem langen Weg zur Wahrheli. -
Fragen, Antworisn und reue Fragen in
den EZrzdhlungen, Aufsdtzen und Reden
Christa Wolfs.," These 90 pages include
a general discusslon of torlecs such
as optinism, spontaneity, the typlezl,
Positive and mixed heroes, naturals.
istic and symbolic writing, the "lan-
guage Droblem', literary traditions,
and West Germany receptlon of GDR
literature. As for Wolf's work, Jiger
emphasizes structural, thematle, and
ideoclogical continuity, while acknowl~
edging differentiations in several
respect3s. In addition, thls book com-
talns irteresting portraits of the
Decets Xunge, Brzun, and 3iermann, an
extended essay "Breeht und sein Thea-
ter im schwierigen Milieu der DDR",
another essay on Woelfgang Earich, and
one on the GDR reception of Peter Welss.
The wide thematlic rznge of this book
1s underscored by the last iiem:''Das
ganz neue Lachen. Tle Tunkticn von
Humer und Satire 1z der marxlistischen
Published by New Prairie Press, 1975 . .

Praxls des politischen Xabareitts
der DDR.™
Jdger's method is close interpreia-
tlon of selected passages. In trying
to detect underlying inner tensions
and nidden conflicts, he uses a sort
of ftextual psychecanalysis. 4t times,
his admitied "Lust zum Pointieren”
leads him to bold paraphrases and
overinternretations., Thus, Mayer's
Problematical "slave langusge” meta-
Thor is not 1lluminating with respec
to Blermann's Dra-Dra, even if Jdger
speaks of emancipated slaves. In the
‘somewhat abstract essay on Harich,
the reviewer would have liked to
find a broader discussion of the
ocb}ects of Earich's polemics, =.g.
of Helner ¥dliler.
Despite such occaslonal shortcomings
Jdger's book as a2 whole is a major
contrioution in the fi=21ld of GDR
research -~ i1t is 2 pleasure to read
stimulating, and well documented
(251 footnotes on the Chrisia Wolf.
chapter z2lore give an ldeaz of hls
thorough research and documentation)
(Theodor Langenbruch)
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FORTHCOMING

1 PUBLICATIONS®

Basis V, which will appear in Jure,
1673, carries a number of articles
on GDR literaturs, among them Helen
Tehervary’'s "Hilderlin und Marx in
deyr DDR", Andrezs Huyssen's "Auf dex
Spuren Emst Blochs == Wachdenken
dber Christa Wolf" ard Paul Michzel
Tdtzeler's "Goethes Paust und der
Sozizlismus."
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Theodor Langenbruch's Dizlectical
Mumor in Fant's Movel "Die Aula'
(Bonn: Bouvier Abhandlungen zur Xuns
Muslik« und Lieraturvwissenschalt Yo.
183, 1974) will be delayed until
early fall.
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