Kansas State University Libraries

Volume 3 Summer 2016 Article §

6-1-2016

'To Protect & Preserve: Consumer Movement

Archives

Follow this and additional works at: http://newprairiepress.org/ksulibraries

b Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Library and Information Science Commons

Recommended Citation
(2016) "To Protect & Preserve: Consumer Movement Archives," Kansas State University Libraries: Vol. 3.

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas State University Libraries by an

authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information, please contact cads@k-state.edu.


http://newprairiepress.org/ksulibraries?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fksulibraries%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://newprairiepress.org/ksulibraries/vol3?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fksulibraries%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://newprairiepress.org/ksulibraries/vol3/iss1/5?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fksulibraries%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://newprairiepress.org/ksulibraries?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fksulibraries%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fksulibraries%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1018?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fksulibraries%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:cads@k-state.edu

OO arlamia Uy cra

etal: To Protect & Preserve: Consumer Movement Archives

CONSUMER MOVEMENT ARCHIVES
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TO PROTECT & PRESERVE

CMA Research Award
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The 2015 CMA award winner, Mallory SoRelle, FROM THE CONSUMER MOVEMENT ARCHIVES

came to K-State from Cornell University to conduct
research for her dissertation. SoRelle, who will be an
assistant professor of American politics at Lafeyette
College this fall, worked at the National Consumer
Law Center right before the financial crisis in 2006.

“People were projecting horrible things for the
economy,” SoRelle said. “But no one was listening.
A lot of measures said consumers were angry, and
even though they were mobilizing for other causes,
they weren't responding the same way to the
financial crisis.”

She wanted to know why it was so hard to mobilize
consumers around financial issues and how that was
related to consumer advocacy groups’ inability to
spur reform.

During her visit to Manhattan, she worked
intensively with archival records from Americans
for Fairness in Lending, an organization that tried
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RESEARCH AWARD MADE IT POSSIBLE.”
— MALLORY SORELLE

to raise awareness about predatory lending and get
people to demand change.

“I'argue in my research that most consumers don’t
realize that government played an active role in
constructing and regulating the system of credit in
the U.S., so there’s disconnect when it comes time
for them to demand change in how that system
works,” SoRelle said. “Unless you make it clear

that financial policies change through government
action, people don't understand how they should act
to influence policy.”

“The material from the CMA has become an
indispensable part of my dissertation.”
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