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TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE

J.5.C.F.G,D.R. TOURS

The U. S. Committe for Friendship with the
German Democratic Republic (130 East 16th
Street 3rd floor, N.Y., N.Y. 10003) spon-
sored two tours of the GDR in August and
Sertember., rarticipants spent approximately
two weeks visiting cities such as lLeipzig,

Dresden, lieissen and Berlin. Kach tour includ-

ed stops at museums and exhibitions as well as
talks with representatives of trade unions,
political organisations and youth Eroups.

LE RS BN EOE N X

-~ ANTIOCH SUMMER TCUR TO Tii: GDR

a8 part of an intensive seven-month Furopean

Seminar, I accompanied a group of 26 students

in the Marxist Studies lropram at intioch
College (Yellow Springs, Chio) for a thrae
week tour to the GDR. In an attemnt to gen-
erate understanding of how the theory of
Marxism has been and is being applied in the
transition to socialism, this EToup—-—
together with I'rofessors Andrew Winnick,
Ludo Abicht and lMonika Abicht--crganized

an itinerary covering Belgium, France,
Italy, Yugoslavia and the GIR. larti-
cipants in the Seminar came from various
academic disciplines and social backgrounds.
Marxist studies had been an integral com-
ponent of all their studies, and most of

the students reflected a sovhisticated
background in Marxist theory. The group
was definitely not interested in sight-
seeing, but rather in meetings and dis-
cussions with representatives from important
political institutions and social organi-
zations.

As with all group tours to the GIR,
arrangements had been through the Reise-
bliro der LDR (Jugendtourist). It

became rapidly clear that this office--
the only one av~ilable to foreign
tourists--was not in a position to organ-
ize a "political' tour in the sense of

the group. We were later informed that
the Reisebiiro is a tourist organization
with neither the authority nor the per-
sonnel to set up contacts with individuals
in povernment and state institutions.
However, within the next 2~3 years such an
office may be estsblished, as this interest
has increased enormously since the inter-
national diplomatic recognition of the
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The following highlighte offer an idea of
what can be coordinated with enough de-
termination and forethought. The first
week included such things as a discussion
of youth organizations and umversity
rolicy with a representative of the

FDJ, Berlin; also, a visit to the agri-
cultural technical school and a collects
ive farm in Trebin. The second week was
filled with lectures of all kinds. Cne,
for instance, was piven by ‘he Jecretary
of the Demokratischer Frauenbund, Herlin;
and another on cultural policy was riven
by students from the Humboldt University.
This week also included a visit to

"lavelobst', an orchard run collectively
by the FDdJ.

The itinerary for the third week included
lectures on heslth care and trade unions,
plus trips to the “enin museum, S3uchen-
wald concentration camp and cities such

as weimar and Dresden. In addition,
throupgh nersonal and spontaneous contacts,
informal meetings were arranged with the
following: students from the Humbioldt
University, a NDID representative to the
National Assembly, a hotel directress, the
dramatist Heiner Miiller, a director from
Deutsches Theater, a film librarian at the
Volksbiihne, and two young workers from
Berlin., IFinally, mention might be made

of the official tour guide, liamona Keller,
a young philosophy student from the
Humboldt University, and our 'pnlitical
advisor', Dr. Frank Karer from the
Akademie der Wissenschaften, proviced to
us by the FDJ.

Despite their general background in
Marxist theory, the Antioch group was

not well encugh prepared for the GDR
section of the tour. Source material in
English is non-existent or it reflects

a typically biased, bourgeois perspective.
Initial attitudes of the students ran the
spectrum from hesitant neutrality to out~
right skepticien derived from a Marxist
Iron-Curtain mentality of anti-Sovietism.

3y the end of the tour, howsver, expressione

of critical respect prevailed in view

of the economic stability and prosrverity,
but with due regard for the obvious
bureaucratic centralism permeating all
spheres of life,

~Marc D. Silberman
Univer sity of Texas at
San Antonio 1
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3ROWN UNIVERSITY EXCHANGE PROGRAYM
WITH WILHILM PIECK UNIVERSITAT, ROGTCCK

Since 1972 3rown University's German Department
has participated in a program of materials
exchange with the Vilhelm Fieck Universitit in
Rostock, GDR. The program has been expanded

to include 3rown's graduate and undergraduate
students' annual participation in the Hochschul-
ferienkurs held at Rostock each July. To

date aprroximately 12 Brown students have
attended the three and a half week course
dealing with an introduction to GDR society and
culture. The program also includes the exchange
of books in the amount annually of five hundred
dollars. Flans for actual student exchange and
for faculty exchange between the two institu-
tions are now being fermulated. Irofessor
Duncan Smith of Brown's German Department has
made three visits to Rostock over the past four
Years to work with Professor ligns-Joachim Bern-
hard on the details of this program. His
latest visit was the result of an invitation
from Rostock to accept a guest professorship
there for six weeks in May and June. Further
information may be had by writing: Duncan
SGmith, German Department, Brown Unviersity,
Frovidence, R.I. {02912).

AR SRR LA ESERSEEEEEERESE N FU Y IN

WEIMAR 1976--AND MCRE

As editor of the Bulletim, I was invited by
the Ministerium fiir Hoch- und Fachschul-
wesen to visit the GDR this summer, in-
cluding participation in the 1976 version
of the '"Weimar I" section of the Interna-
tionaler Hochschulferienkurs fiir Germanis-
tik. Travel funds were generously pro-
vided by the International Research and
Exchanges Board under an ad hoc grant to
promote international exchange. Although
the format of Weimar 1976 was essentially
the same as that reported by Edmund Hecht
in the last issue of the Bulletin, the
theme of this year's program, 'Erbepflege
und Erberezeption in der DDR" resulted in
» somewhat different constellation of
speakers, seminars and collogquia. By any
standard, the program was presented Dby

a distinguished group, including persons
from the literary sphere, such as ﬁorst
Haase {Institut fiir Gesellschaftswissen=
achaft beim ZX der SED), who headed the

. i d the long-awaited
https.//ne%g?ﬁ%@%@%ﬁétﬁch:n Literatur, Rd.

11: Literotur der "TR (See review sec—
tion); Anneliese Lortler (Humboldt—Unpj-
versitat, Berlin), former editor of
Weimarer Beitridge; Hans-Georg werner (Mar
tin-Luther-Universitit, Hazle-Wittenberg)
on E. T. A, Hoffmann today and the redis-
covery of the romantic heritage; Friedric
Mcbius (Friedrich-Schiller-Universitét.

Jena) with a sharp critique of reception
theory.

?he extraordinary facilities of the
Nationale Forschungs- und Gedenkstidtten
der kla sischen deutschen Literatur in
Weimar (NFG--humorously referred to as
VEB Goethe by envicus colleagues in less
well-endowed university departments!)
were well represented by Dr. Willi Ehrlicl
director of the Goethe Natiomalmuseum, Dr.
Hans Henning, director of the “entralbib-
liothek der deutschen Klassik, Dr. Hans-
Heinrich Reuter, who led a bi-weekly work:
group on "Aneignungsprobleme des klassiscl
Erbes'; and Dr. Walter Dietze, genersl
director of the NFG, who led a brilliant
colloquium on '"Klassisches Zrbe und
soziglistisches Traditionsverstandnis',

Frominent medievalists, linguists and
theater people were also 'ell-represented.
Because of its proximity, scholars from
Friedrich-5chiller-Universitdat, Jena, alsq
played a particularly prominent role in
the program, especially those dealing witl
this institute's special field of concen-
tration: literature of the 1920's and
1930's =- Dr. Irene Wegener on Anna
Seghers, Dr. Manfred Beyer on Diblin

and Brecht, Dr. Klaus Hammer on Fried-
rich wWolf. 1In addition, there were
lectures on economic problems of the
post-IX. Parteitag era and developments
in the visual arts and music. Special
theater, film and pantomime performances,
orchestra and chamber concerts were ar-
ranged for us, along with three splendidl
orgunized day=-long excursions to points
well off the beaten tourist track. There
were receptions, parties, long walks in
idyllic surroundings -- and even opportun
ities for independent trips to other town
and cities. A.: especially attractive
feature of my own program was a small
Arbeitsgemeinschaft of some eight persons
half of them from the GER, which initiall
dealt with the prose writings of Gunter
Kunert under the competent and gracious
leadership of Hans Richter, Jena. After

2
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a session with Kunert in person, we moved
on to an exploration of poets' self-
perceptions of their role in contemporary
GDR society. Other groups who worked on
the poetry of Heinz Kahlau and the dramas
of Joachim Knauth also had a session with
the writer concerned in adéition to the
evening readings by the writers, which were
open to the entire group.

As editor of the Bulletin, I alsc had gp.-
purtunities to talk privately with most of
these people as well as with the editors of
most of the major literary publishing
houses, a representative of the ministry

of education and the deputy minister of
culture, who has general responsibility

for publishing activity in the GDR. I
spent a rewarding day with the director and
some of the staff of the Herder Institut

in Leipzig, which has attempted to support
the Bulletin from the beginning. Every-
where I encountered warm support and inter-
est in our activities, open and helpful
discussion partners -- many of whom ex-
pressed amazement at the extent of interest
in GDR topics reflected in the pages of

the Bulletin. The U, S. ifmbassy in Berlin
became likewise apprised of the interests
of members of our profession in better
channels of information and increased op-
portunities for academic and cultural
exchange.

Since wWeimar I is the most prestigious

of the various summer programs in the

GDR, participation is supposedly limited
to college ar€ university teachers with
previous experience in GDR literature and
culture. Selection of participants is
unfortunately limited to a certain ex-
tent, however, by cultural agreements

of the GDR with other socialist countries,
whereby a majority of participants are
"delegated" by the ministries of their
respective countries. While this leads

to a wider range of interests and famili-
arity with the substance of the program than
one might hope for, it is an interesting
mix of people from almost every country

in Eurcpe, in fact from almost every
continent, and those with similar degrees
of expertise soon found their way together.
In view of the fact that all arrangements,
including visas, are taken care of for
participants, these programs offer a
high-quality. initial acquaintance with
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the academic milieu in the GDR, free from
the many frustrations which seem to con-
front those undertaking to organire their
own program or one for their students.

Although the situation is rapidly changing,
Americans are still a relatively rare
species in the GUR and will find their
colleagues there eager for an exchange of
ideas and experiences. Since there is no
coercion, beyond their intrinsic appeal,

to participate in any of the planned
activikies, there is adequate opportunity
to undertake independent activitkes and
excursions. The Bulletin will publicize
next year's programs as soon as we receive
specific information,

- Patricia Herminghouse
Washington University

VISITING LECTURERS

FRITZ BENNEWITZ

Professor Fritz Bennewitz, director of
the Deutsches Nationaltheater in Weimar,
will be in New York City for two months
in early 1977. Bennewitz has been in-~
vited to direct a production of "Der

¥ aukasische Kreidekreis” at La Mama
Theater, with a cast composed of members
of New York's ethnic minorities. He
will be at La Mama, 74A East Fourth St.,
from January 25 until the production
opens on March 27. After New York, he
will undertake a similar venture in
Manila, The Philippines. Bennewits,

who is particularly acclaimed for his
Brecht and Shakespeare productions and
was the director of & highly original
"Faust" production in Weimar last year,
is especially interested in contact with
theater specialists in this country. Fer-
sons interested in meeting or inviting
him to their campus should write now to
Professor Fiitz Bennewitz, DDR-53 Weimar,
Markt 10.
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