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T R A V E L A N D EXCHANGE 
U.S.C.F.G.D.R. TOURS 

The U. S. Committe f o r F r i e n d s h i p w i t h the 
German Democratic Republic (130 East l 6 t h 
S t r e e t 3rd f l o o r , N.Y., N.Y. 10003) spon
sored two tours of the GDR i n August and 
September. P a r t i c i p a n t s spent approximately 
two weeks v i s i t i n g c i t i e s such as L e i p z i g , 
Dresden, Meissen and B e r l i n . Each tour i n c l u d 
ed stops a t museums and e x h i b i t i o n s as w e l l as 
t a l k s with r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of trade unions, 
p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s and youth groups. 

* * * * * * •** 

ANTIOCH SUMMER TOUR TO TIIE GDR 

The f o l l o w i n g h i g h l i g h t s o f f e r an i d e a of 
what can be coordinated w i t h enough de
termination and forethought. The f i r s t 
week in c l u d e d such things as a d i s c u s s i o n 
of youth o r g a n i z a t i o n s and u n i v e r s i t y 
p o l i c y w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
FDJ, B e r l i n ; a l s o , a v i s i t to the a g r i 
c u l t u r a l t e c h n i c a l school and a c o l l e c t 
i v e farm i n T r e b i n . The second week was 
f i l l e d with l e c t u r e s of a l l k i n d s . One, 
f o r i n s t a n c e , was given by the Secretary 
of the Demokratischer Frauenbund, B e r l i n ; 
and another on c u l t u r a l p o l i c y was given 
by students from the Humboldt U n i v e r s i t y . 
This week a l s o i n c l u d e d a v i s i t to 
"Havelobst", an orchard run c o l l e c t i v e l y 
by the FDJ. 

As p a r t of an i n t e n s i v e seven-month European 
Seminar, I accompanied a group of 26 students 
i n the Marx i s t Studies Program at Antioch 
College (Yellow S p r i n g s , Ohio) f o r a three 
week tour to the GDR. I n an attempt t o gen
erate understanding of how the theory of 
Marxism has been and i s being a p p l i e d i n the 
t r a n s i t i o n to s o c i a l i s m , t h i s g r o u p — 
together w i t h P r o f e s s o r s Andrew Winnick, 
Ludo Abicht and Monika A b i c h t — o r g a n i z e d 
an i t i n e r a r y covering Belgium, France, 
I t a l y , Yugoslavia and the GDR. P a r t i 
c i p a n t s i n the Seminar came from v a r i o u s 
academic d i s c i p l i n e s and s o c i a l backgrounds. 
M a r x i s t s t u d i e s had been an i n t e g r a l com
ponent of a l l t h e i r s t u d i e s , and most of 
the students r e f l e c t e d a s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
background i n M a r x i s t theory. The group 
was d e f i n i t e l y not i n t e r e s t e d i n s i g h t 
seeing, but r a t h e r i n meetings and d i s 
cussions with r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from important 
p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and s o c i a l o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s . 

As with a l l group tours to the GDR, 
arrangements had been through the Re i s e -
biiro der DDR ( J u g e n d t o u r i s t ) . I t 
became r a p i d l y c l e a r that t h i s o f f i c e — 
the only one a v a i l a b l e to f o r e i g n 
t o u r i s t s — w a s not i n a p o s i t i o n to organ
i z e a " p o l i t i c a l " tour i n the sense of 
the group. We were l a t e r informed that 
the Reiseburo i s a t o u r i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n 
w i t h n e i t h e r the a u t h o r i t y nor the per
sonnel t o set up contacts w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s 
i n government and s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
However, w i t h i n the next 2-3 years such an 
o f f i c e may be e s t a b l i s h e d , as t h i s i n t e r e s t 
has increased enormously since the i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l diplomatic r e c o g n i t i o n of the 
GDR. 

The i t i n e r a r y f o r the t h i r d week included 
l e c t u r e s on h e a l t h care and trade unions, 
plus t r i p s to the i j e n i n museum, 'Buchen-
wald concentration camp and c i t i e s such 
as Weimar and Dresden. In a d d i t i o n , 
through personal and spontaneous contacts, 
i n f o r m a l meetings were arranged w i t h the 
f o l l o w i n g : students from the Humboldt 
U n i v e r s i t y , a NDPD re p r e s e n t a t i v e to the 
N a t i o n a l Assembly, a h o t e l d i r e c t r e s s , the 
dramatist Heiner M i i l l e r , a d i r e c t o r from 
Deutsches Theater, a f i l m l i b r a r i a n at the 
Volksblihne, and two young workers from 
B e r l i n . F i n a l l y , mention might be made 
of the o f f i c i a l tour guide, Ramona K e l l e r , 
a young philosophy student from the 
Humboldt U n i v e r s i t y , and our " p o l i t i c a l 
a d v i s o r " , Dr. Frank Rarer from the 
Akademie der W'issenschaften, proviced to 
us by the FDJ. 

Despite t h e i r general background i n 
Marxi s t theory, the Antioch group was 
not w e l l enough prepared f o r the GDR 
s e c t i o n of the tour. Source m a t e r i a l i n 
E n g l i s h i s non-existent or i t r e f l e c t s 
a t y p i c a l l y biased, bourgeois p e r s p e c t i v e . 
I n i t i a l a t t i t u d e s of the students ran the 
spectrum from h e s i t a n t n e u t r a l i t y to out
r i g h t s k e p t i c i s m derived from a Ma r x i s t 
I r o n - C u r t a i n mentality of anti-.'iovietism. 
By the end of the tour, however, expression* 
of c r i t i c a l respect p r e v a i l e d i n view 
of the economic s t a b i l i t y and p r o s p e r i t y , 
but with due regard f o r the obvious 
bureaucratic c e n t r a l i s m permeating a l l 
spheres of l i f e . 

-Marc D. Silberrr.an 
Univers?*-> of Texas at 
San Antonio 1
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BHOWN UNIVERSITY EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
WITH WILHILM PIECK UNIVERSITAT, ROSTOCK 

Since 1972 Brown U n i v e r s i t y ' s German Department 
has p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a program of m a t e r i a l s 
exchange with the Wilhelm Pieck U n i v e r s i t a t i n 
Rostock, GDR. The program has been expanded 
to i n c l u d e Brown's graduate and undergraduate 
students' annual p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Hochschul-
f e r i e n k u r s held at Rostock each J u l y . To 
date approximately 12 Brown students have 
attended the three and a h a l f week course 
d e a l i n g w i t h an i n t r o d u c t i o n to GDR s o c i e t y and 
c u l t u r e . The program a l s o i n c l u d e s the exchange 
of books i n the amount annually of f i v e hundred 
d o l l a r s . Plans f o r a c t u a l student exchange and 
f o r f a c u l t y exchange between the two i n s t i t u 
t i o n s are now being formulated. Profes s o r 
Duncan Smith of Brown's German Department has 
made three v i s i t s to Rostock over the past four 
years t o work w i t h P r o f e s s o r H ans-Joachim Bern-
hard on the d e t a i l s of t h i s program. His 
l a t e s t v i s i t was the r e s u l t of an i n v i t a t i o n 
from Hostock to accept a guest p r o f e s s o r s h i p 
there f o r s i x weeks i n May and June. Further 
i n f o r m a t i o n may be had by w r i t i n g : Duncan 
Smith, German Department, Brown U n v i e r s i t y , 
Providence, R.I. (02912). 

* * * » » » » » » » » * » * • » * * • • * * * * * * * * * * 

WEIMAR 1976—AND MORE 

As e d i t o r of the B u l l e t i n , I was i n v i t e d by 
the M i n i s t e r i u m f u r Hoch- und Fachschul-
wesen to v i s i t the GDR t h i s summer, i n 
c l u d i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 1976 v e r s i o n 
of the "Weimar I " s e c t i o n of the I n t e r n a -
t i o n a l e r Hochschulferienkurs f u r Germanis-
t i k . T r a v e l funds were generously pro
vided by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research and 
Exchanges Board under an ad hoc grant t o 
promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l exchange. Although 
the format of Weimar 1976 was e s s e n t i a l l y 
the same as that reported by Edmund Hecht 
i n the l a s t i s s u e of the B u l l e t i n , the 
theme of t h i s year's program, "Erbepflege 
und E r b e r e z e p t i o n i n der DDR" r e s u l t e d i n 
p somewhat d i f f e r e n t c o n s t e l l a t i o n of 
speakers, seminars and c o l l o q u i a . By any 
standard, the program was presented by 
a d i s t i n g u i s h e d group, i n c l u d i n g persons 
from the l i t e r a r y sphere, such as Horst 
Haase ( i n s t i t u t f u r G e s e l l s c h a f t s w i s s e n -
s c h a f t beim ZK der SED), who headed the 
team which produced the long-awaited 
Geschichte der deutschen L i t e r a t u r , ^ , 

11: L i t e r a t u r der DDR (See review sec
t i o n ) ; Anneliese L b i f l e r (Humboldt-Uni-
v e r s i t a t , B e r l i n ) , former e d i t o r of 
Weimarer B e i t r a g e ; Hans-Georg Werner (Mar 
t i n - L u t h e r - U n i v e r s i t a t , Haale-Wittenberg) 
on E. T. A. Hoffmann today and the r e d i s 
covery of the romantic h e r i t a g e ; F r i e d r i c 
Mobius ( F r i e d r i c h - S c h i l l e r - U n i v e r s i t a t , 
Jena) with a sharp c r i t i q u e of r e c e p t i o n 
theory. 

The e x t r a o r d i n a r y f a c i l i t i e s of the 
" a t i o n a l e Forschungs- und Gedenkstatten 
der k l a sischen deutschen L i t e r a t u r i n 
Weimar (NFS—humorously r e f e r r e d to as 
VEB Goethe by envious colleagues i n l e s s 
well-endowed u n i v e r s i t y departments!) 
were w e l l represented by Dr. W i l l i E h r l i c J 
d i r e c t o r of the Goethe Nationalmuseum, Dr, 
Hans Henning, d i r e c t o r of the Z e n t r a l b i b -
l i o t h e k der deutschen K l a s s i k , Dr. Hans-
H e i n r i c h Reuter, who l e d a bi-weekly work: 
group on "Aneignungsprobleme des k l a s s i s c l 
Erbes"; and Dr. Walter D i e t z e , general 
d i r e c t o r of the NFG, who l e d a b r i l l i a n t 
colloquium on " K l a s s i s c h e s Erbe und 
s o z i a l i s t i s c h e s T r a d i t i o n s v e r s t a n d n i s " . 

Prominent m e d i e v a l i s t s , l i n g u i s t s and 
theater people were a l s o 1 e l l - r e p r e s e n t e d , 
Because of i t s p r o x i m i t y , s c h o l a r s from 
F r i e d r i c h - S c h i l l e r - U n i v e r s i t a t , Jena, als< 
played a p a r t i c u l a r l y prominent r o l e i n 
the program, e s p e c i a l l y those d e a l i n g wit] 
thi6 i n s t i t u t e ' s s p e c i a l f i e l d of concen
t r a t i o n : l i t e r a t u r e of the 1920's and 
1930's — Dr. Irene Wegener on Anna 
Seghers, Dr. Manfred Beyer on Dbblin 
and Brecht, Dr. Klaus Hammer on F r i e d -
r i c h Wolf. I n a d d i t i o n , there were 
l e c t u r e s on economic problems of the 
post-IX. P a r t e i t a g era and developments 
i n the v i s u a l a r t s and music. S p e c i a l 
t h e a t e r , f i l m and pantomime performances, 
orchestra and chamber concerts were a r 
ranged f o r us, along with three s p l e n d i d l 
organized day-long excursions to p o i n t s 
w e l l o f f the beaten t o u r i s t t r a c k . There 
were r e c e p t i o n s , p a r t i e s , long walks i n 
i d y l l i c surroundings — and even opportun 
i t i e s f o r independent t r i p s to other town 
and c i t i e s . An e s p e c i a l l y a t t r a c t i v e 
feature of my own program was a s m a l l 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft of some eight persons 
h a l f of them from the GDR, which i n i t i a l l 
d e a l t with the prose w r i t i n g s of Giinter 
Kunert under the competent and gracious 
l e a d e r s h i p of Hans R i c h t e r , Jena. A f t e r 

2
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a s e s s i o n w i t h Kunert i n person, we moved 
on to an e x p l o r a t i o n of poets' s e l f -
perceptions of t h e i r r o l e i n contemporary 
GDR s o c i e t y . Other groups who worked on 
the poetry of Heinz Kahlau and the dramas 
of Joachim Knauth a l s o had a s e s s i o n w i t h 
the w r i t e r concerned i n a d d i t i o n t o the 
evening readings by the w r i t e r s , which were 
open to the e n t i r e group. 

As e d i t o r of the B u l l e t i n , I a l s o had op
p o r t u n i t i e s to t a l k p r i v a t e l y w i t h most o f 
these people as w«ll as wi t h the e d i t o r s of 
most of the major l i t e r a r y p u b l i s h i n g 
houses, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the m i n i s t r y 
of education and the deputy m i n i s t e r o f 
c u l t u r e , who has general r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r p u b l i s h i n g a c t i v i t y i n the GDR. I 
spent a rewarding day with the d i r e c t o r and 
some of the s t a f f of the Herder I n s t i t u t 
i n L e i p z i g , which has attempted to support 
the B u l l e t i n from the beginning. Every
where I encountered warm support and i n t e r -
est i n our a c t i v i t i e s , open and h e l p f u l 
d i s c u s s i o n p a r t n e r s — many of whom ex
pressed amazement at the extent of i n t e r e s t 
i n GDR t o p i c s r e f l e c t e d i n the pages of 
the B u l l e t i n . The U. S. Embassy i n B e r l i n 
became l i k e w i s e apprised of the i n t e r e s t s 
of members of our p r o f e s s i o n i n b e t t e r 
channels of i n f o r m a t i o n and increased op
p o r t u n i t i e s f o r academic and c u l t u r a l 
exchange. 

Since weimar I i s the most p r e s t i g i o u s 
of the va r i o u s summer programs i n the 
GDR, p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s supposedly l i m i t e d 
to c o l l e g e ancJ u n i v e r s i t y teachers w i t h 
previous experience i n GDR l i t e r a t u r e and 
c u l t u r e . S e l e c t i o n of p a r t i c i p a n t s i s 
unfort u n a t e l y l i m i t e d to a c e r t a i n ex
t e n t , however, by c u l t u r a l agreements 
of the GDR with other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , 
whereby a ma j o r i t y of p a r t i c i p a n t s are 
"delegated" by the m i n i s t r i e s of t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s . While t h i s leads 
to a wider range of i n t e r e s t s and f a m i l i 
a r i t y w i t h the substance of the program than 
one might hope f o r , i t i s an i n t e r e s t i n g 
mix of people from almost every country 
i n Europe, i n f a c t from almost every 
c o n t i n e n t , and those w i t h s i m i l a r degrees 
of e x p e r t i s e soon found t h e i r way together. 
In view of the f a c t t h a t a l l arrangements, 
i n c l u d i n g v i s a s , * re taken care of f o r 
p a r t i c i p a n t s , these programs o f f e r a 
h i g h - q u a l i t y . i n i t i a l acquaintance w i t h 

the academic m i l i e u i n the GDR, free from 
the many f r u s t r a t i o n s which seem to con
f r o n t those undertaking t o organize t h e i r 
own program or one f o r t h e i r students. 
Although the s i t u a t i o n i s r a p i d l y changing, 
Americans are s t i l l a r e l a t i v e l y r are 
species i n the GDR and w i l l f i n d t h e i r 
colleagues there eager f o r an exchange of 
ideas and experiences. Since there i s no 
coercion, beyond t h e i r i n t r i n s i c appeal, 
to p a r t i c i p a t e i n any of the planned 
a c t i v i t i e s , there i s adequate opportunity 
to undertake independent a c t i v i t i e s and 
excursions. The B u l l e t i n w i l l p u b l i c i z e 
next year's programs as soon as we re c e i v e 
s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n . 

— P a t r i c i a Herminghouse 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y 

VISITING LECTURERS 

FRITZ BENNEWITZ 

Professor F r i t z Bennewitz, d i r e c t o r of 
the Deutsches N a t i o n a l t h e a t e r i n Weimar, 
w i l l be i n New York C i t y f o r two months 
i n e a r l y 1977' Bennewitz has been i n 
v i t e d to d i r e c t a production of "Der 
Kaukasische K r e i d e k r e i s " a t La Mama 
Theater, with a cast composed of members 
of New York's ethnic m i n o r i t i e s . He 
w i l l be at La Mama, 7*+A East Fourth S t . , 
from January 25 u n t i l the production 
opens on March 27. A f t e r New York, he 
w i l l undertake a s i m i l a r venture i n 
Manila, The P h i l i p p i n e s . Bennewite, 
who i s p a r t i c u l a r l y acclaimed f o r h i s 
Brecht and Shakespeare productions and 
was the d i r e c t o r of a h i g h l y o r i g i n a l 
"Faust" production i n Weimar l a s t year, 
i s e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n contact with 
theater s p e c i a l i s t s i n t h i s country. Per
sons i n t e r e s t e d i n meeting or i n v i t i n g 
him to t h e i r campus should w r i t e now to 
Pro f e s s o r F r i t z Bennewitz, DDR-53 Weimar, 
Markt 10. 

3
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