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a s e s s i o n w i t h Kunert i n person, we moved 
on to an e x p l o r a t i o n of poets' s e l f -
perceptions of t h e i r r o l e i n contemporary 
GDR s o c i e t y . Other groups who worked on 
the poetry of Heinz Kahlau and the dramas 
of Joachim Knauth a l s o had a s e s s i o n w i t h 
the w r i t e r concerned i n a d d i t i o n t o the 
evening readings by the w r i t e r s , which were 
open to the e n t i r e group. 

As e d i t o r of the B u l l e t i n , I a l s o had op­
p o r t u n i t i e s to t a l k p r i v a t e l y w i t h most o f 
these people as w«ll as wi t h the e d i t o r s of 
most of the major l i t e r a r y p u b l i s h i n g 
houses, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the m i n i s t r y 
of education and the deputy m i n i s t e r o f 
c u l t u r e , who has general r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r p u b l i s h i n g a c t i v i t y i n the GDR. I 
spent a rewarding day with the d i r e c t o r and 
some of the s t a f f of the Herder I n s t i t u t 
i n L e i p z i g , which has attempted to support 
the B u l l e t i n from the beginning. Every­
where I encountered warm support and i n t e r -
est i n our a c t i v i t i e s , open and h e l p f u l 
d i s c u s s i o n p a r t n e r s — many of whom ex­
pressed amazement at the extent of i n t e r e s t 
i n GDR t o p i c s r e f l e c t e d i n the pages of 
the B u l l e t i n . The U. S. Embassy i n B e r l i n 
became l i k e w i s e apprised of the i n t e r e s t s 
of members of our p r o f e s s i o n i n b e t t e r 
channels of i n f o r m a t i o n and increased op­
p o r t u n i t i e s f o r academic and c u l t u r a l 
exchange. 

Since weimar I i s the most p r e s t i g i o u s 
of the va r i o u s summer programs i n the 
GDR, p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s supposedly l i m i t e d 
to c o l l e g e ancJ u n i v e r s i t y teachers w i t h 
previous experience i n GDR l i t e r a t u r e and 
c u l t u r e . S e l e c t i o n of p a r t i c i p a n t s i s 
unfort u n a t e l y l i m i t e d to a c e r t a i n ex­
t e n t , however, by c u l t u r a l agreements 
of the GDR with other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , 
whereby a ma j o r i t y of p a r t i c i p a n t s are 
"delegated" by the m i n i s t r i e s of t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s . While t h i s leads 
to a wider range of i n t e r e s t s and f a m i l i ­
a r i t y w i t h the substance of the program than 
one might hope f o r , i t i s an i n t e r e s t i n g 
mix of people from almost every country 
i n Europe, i n f a c t from almost every 
c o n t i n e n t , and those w i t h s i m i l a r degrees 
of e x p e r t i s e soon found t h e i r way together. 
In view of the f a c t t h a t a l l arrangements, 
i n c l u d i n g v i s a s , * re taken care of f o r 
p a r t i c i p a n t s , these programs o f f e r a 
h i g h - q u a l i t y . i n i t i a l acquaintance w i t h 

the academic m i l i e u i n the GDR, free from 
the many f r u s t r a t i o n s which seem to con­
f r o n t those undertaking t o organize t h e i r 
own program or one f o r t h e i r students. 
Although the s i t u a t i o n i s r a p i d l y changing, 
Americans are s t i l l a r e l a t i v e l y r are 
species i n the GDR and w i l l f i n d t h e i r 
colleagues there eager f o r an exchange of 
ideas and experiences. Since there i s no 
coercion, beyond t h e i r i n t r i n s i c appeal, 
to p a r t i c i p a t e i n any of the planned 
a c t i v i t i e s , there i s adequate opportunity 
to undertake independent a c t i v i t i e s and 
excursions. The B u l l e t i n w i l l p u b l i c i z e 
next year's programs as soon as we re c e i v e 
s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n . 

— P a t r i c i a Herminghouse 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y 

VISITING LECTURERS 

FRITZ BENNEWITZ 

Professor F r i t z Bennewitz, d i r e c t o r of 
the Deutsches N a t i o n a l t h e a t e r i n Weimar, 
w i l l be i n New York C i t y f o r two months 
i n e a r l y 1977' Bennewitz has been i n ­
v i t e d to d i r e c t a production of "Der 
Kaukasische K r e i d e k r e i s " a t La Mama 
Theater, with a cast composed of members 
of New York's ethnic m i n o r i t i e s . He 
w i l l be at La Mama, 7*+A East Fourth S t . , 
from January 25 u n t i l the production 
opens on March 27. A f t e r New York, he 
w i l l undertake a s i m i l a r venture i n 
Manila, The P h i l i p p i n e s . Bennewite, 
who i s p a r t i c u l a r l y acclaimed f o r h i s 
Brecht and Shakespeare productions and 
was the d i r e c t o r of a h i g h l y o r i g i n a l 
"Faust" production i n Weimar l a s t year, 
i s e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n contact with 
theater s p e c i a l i s t s i n t h i s country. Per­
sons i n t e r e s t e d i n meeting or i n v i t i n g 
him to t h e i r campus should w r i t e now to 
Pro f e s s o r F r i t z Bennewitz, DDR-53 Weimar, 
Markt 10. 
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