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authors: New German Critique, No. 9, Fall 1976

Xraeflt,Hans-Joachin: Wegreichen., Rudolstadt:
Greifenvlz., 1074,

In einer schlanken, konzentrierten Brzihlung ge-
gtaltet der autor das Leiden eineg sensiblen
Linstlers an seiner spdtbirgerlichen Unwelt.

Loest, Erich: Dis Oma in Scnlauchboot, Berliia:
Eulenspiegelvlg., 1974

Diese Furzgeschichten sind pointiert in Diz log
und Situation, ilir Witz resultiert aus der ge—
nauen Beotsihtung konkreter Vorgdange und gesell-
schaftlicher Verhaltensweisen,

Schulz, Jo: Laufen ohne Vordermanm.
1976.

in seiner ersten Roman erzihlt der Autor das
Schicksal des Sebastian Bratt, der nationalig-
tiach erzogen, hitlergliubig in den Hrieg rmar-
schiert, plotzliceh auf sich allein gestellt,
ohne Vordermann sich selbst entscheiden mufl.

Vlg. Nation,

Stade, HMartin: Sieuzehn schine Figsche, Zerlin:
Buchvlg, Der orgen, 1075,

Muld Alter Zinsazkeit bedeuten? Gibt es =w-wenn
achon nicht einen Generationskonfliki--dennoch
Generationsunterschiede? Gefdhrdet die fort-

schrelitende Tecunisierung die Umwel:t des Henscher?
Hartin Stade stellt in seinem neuen Buch Pragen ¢

und in Frage.
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BOOK REVIEWS

New German Critique No. 9 Fall 1976

The current issue of New German Critique
includes several pieces of special interest to
those concerned with GOR literature and cul-
tural policies. Bulletin readers should be
aware of two essays in porticular. First,
in "Vacation from Reality," Heinrich !ohr
discusses Rolf Schneider's novel Die Reise
nach Jaroslaw (VLB Hinstorff in 1974 and
Luchterhand, 1975) within the context of the
controversy stirred up by Ulrich Flenzdorf's
Die neuen Leiden des Jjunren W. While Mohr
does examine the structure of the Schneider
novel and the literary connections to Plenz-
dorf, the key %to his argument lies in the

Published by New Prairie Press, 1976

social message he is able to gistill: indiwm
vidual vsychological rebellion counled with
the retention of the status gquoc. The issue
also contains an interview with Schneider
by Peter Hutchirnson.

The second essay of najor interest is
Jay Rosellini's revort, "Foetry and Critic-
ism in the German Democcr: tic Republic: the
1972 Discussion in the Context of Cultural
Folicy." Rosellini sees the discussion whicl
took place in the pzges of Sinn und Form ang
Weimarer Zeitrige as part ol "an ongoing
conflict of views concerning the dialectics
of revolutionary develorment in the GDR." He
outlines the opposition between the "sub-
Jectivist" ar "philosophical roets and thei
more orthodox critics. While the debate
revolved generally around issues of form, it
is significant, according to Rosellini, as
an indicator of a potential debate over
politically charged questions of content.

The issue also includes a translation
of a Brecht poem "the Rearing of Millet" wit
a short introduction by David Bathrick. Ther
is also a series of articles (including an
interview) on Ernst Bloch.
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Gransow, Volker: Kulturpolitil in der DR,
Volker Spiess Vlg., (West) Berlin, 1975
Gransow's Kulturvolizik in der DDR provides i
readers with a fairly compreliensive and up to
date intreduction to the histcry of the GDR a
its cultural poliey. By presenting his materi:
in an alzest-chronological fashion, Gransow
nakes it particularly accessible to those who
have liad no previous exrosurs to the GDR.

The book is divided inte four sections. Part
contains a survey of pluralistic, methodologic
paradigns of socialist soecieties, whiech Grarsc
rejects in favor of his own paradigm drawn fre
scientific socialism. Part 3 contairs a much
reeded and clear analysis of the Iarxist conce
of culifure, which is indispenszdle for arn unde
svanding of sccialist cultural volicy in the
GDR. Gransow shows the historical development
and zoaification of tiais conceut of culture, t
drawirg heavily from lMarx, Lenin and, to soxe
extent, S5Stalin. Hao's concent of culiurzl re-
velution is explicitly rejected as irrslevant
and relegated to a convenient footnote. Part (
consvitutes the main body of the book and deal
with the history proper of the CDR since its i
cepiion. GDR cultural policy is looked at

through a2 close analysis of its institutionali

sation. In part D, the author takes a closer
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