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GDR B U L L E T I N 
NEWSLETTER FOR LITERATURE AND CULTURE N THE GERMAN DEMOCRATS REPUBL!C 

V o l . I l l , No. 1 February, 1 9 7 7 

GDR Bulletin 
Published four times a year. Correspon
dence should be addressed to: Patricia 
Herminghouse, editor, Dept. of Germanic 
Languages and Literatures, Box 1104, 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. 

or to 
Archives - Edith Waldstein 
Correspondence Secretary - Marilynn Helt 
Book Reviews- Mark Rectanus, Russ Berman 

Marilynn Helt 
Research in Progress - Reinhart Jost 
Notes in Brief - Reinhart Jost 
Conferences - Kay LaBahn 
Travel and Exchange - Erika Kluessener 
Vis i t i n g Lecturers - Alison Hope 
Bibliography - Phil Brewster, Tineke Rit-

meester, Leslie Adelson 
A l l of the above can be contacted through 
the Washington University address given 
above. 

Regional Contributing Editors: 
Helen Fehervary, Ohio State University!} 
Frank Hirschbach, University of Minn
esota; H. G. Huettich, University of 
Southern California; Theodor Langen
bruch, Georgia Inst, of Technology; 
Christiane Zehl Romero, Tufts Univer
si t y ; Marc D. Silberman, University 
of Texas-San Antonio. 

******** 

NOTE TO READERS ABROAD 

In recent months, the number of readers 
outside the United S t a t e s who have asked 
to be incl u d e d on the B u l l e t i n m a i l i n g 
l i s t has increased c o n s i d e r a b l y . Although 
i t i s encouraging to t h i n k of t h i s as 
e n l a r g i n g the B u l l e t i n ' s range of u s e f u l 
ness, the f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of sending 
so many copies at i n t e r n a t i o n a l r a t h e r than 

bulk m a i l i n g r a t e s i s d i s c o u r a g i n g . There
fore we are asking readers abroad to con
t r i b u t e the equivalent of $ 3 . 0 0 i n i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l p o s t a l coupons (no f o r e i g n cur
rency, please!) i f they wish to r e c e i v e the 
B u l l e t i n by a i r m a i l , $ 1 . 5 0 f o r surface 
m a i l . 

******** 
THITHER TU, GDR BULLETIN? 

In attempting to determine whether the 
B u l l e t i n i n i t s present format meets the 
needs of i t s readers i n 1 9 7 7 with i t s 
p o l i c i e s , which were formulated i n 1 9 7 5 s 

the e d i t o r i a l board surveyed c o n t r i b u t i n g 
e d i t o r s f o r t h e i r o p i n i o n s . Below, we 
r e p r i n t an abbreviated form of one of the 
responses, submitted as an open l e t t e r to 
readers of the B u l l e t i n . Your responses 
and comments are i n v i t e d : 

"The B u l l e t i n , as i t stands, i s an informa
t i v e , w e l l r e c e i v e d , and s e r i n i ' s l y c o n s i d e r 
ed " s e r v i c e " p u b l i c a t i o n . I t s major s t r e n g t h 
i s unauestiorably i t s r o l e as a v e h i c l e f o r 
persons i n t e r e s t e d i n GDR t o p i c s to stay i n 
touch wit h a r a p i d l y growing number of l i k e -
minded people, with a burgeoning body of 
knowledge, and w i t h unpredictably f l u c t u a t i n g 
c u l t u r a l - p o l i t i c a l developments i n the GDR. 
These strengths should continue to be d e v e l 
oped w i t h i n the present scope and format of 
the p u b l i c a t i o n . 
"A nominal s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e of two or three 
d o l l a r s per year seems u l t i m a t e l y necessary 
i n the f u t u r e . This i s , a f t e r a ^ l , a 
" s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t " p u b l i c a t i o n , and I see no 
reason why each one of us should not be able 
and w i l l i n g to support our s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t 
to such a nominal degree. This might a l s o 
be a t e s t b a l l o o n , the f i r s t step toward 
"upgrading" the B u l l e t i n i n t o a f u l l - f l e d g e d 
academic p u b l i c a t i o n , which, while s t i l l 
s o l i d l y based on the noted s e r v i c e f u n c t i o n s , 
might expand i t s c r i t i c a l content beyond 
short r e p o r t s and reviews to i n c l u d e some 
more d e t a i l e d and s e r i o u s essays on the 
l i t e r a r y , c u l t u r a l , and s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
developments i n the GDR....If the response 1
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to a nominal s u b s c r i p t i o n fee i s p o s i t i v e , 
i t would i n d i c a t e our c o l l e c t i v e i n t e r e s t 
i n l e t t i n g the B u l l e t i n develop g r a d u a l l y 
i n t o a s e r i o u s j o u r n a l . The t i n e f o r us to 
t e s t the need f o r such an open forum has 
a r r i v e d . 
"Many of us have been t o i l i n g away at 
" l e g i t i m i z i n g " the study of GDR l i t e r a t u r e 
i n our schools, c o l l e g e s , and u n i v e r s i t i e s 
f o r a mmber of y e a r s . We have worked hard 
and s u c c e s s f u l l y to gain a forum at the 
annual MLA conventions and other area meet
ings....Facing the s p r i n g of 1 9 7 7 , and 
l o o k i n g back over many winters of our d i s 
content and hard work, we now see t h a t GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e has become an accepted i n t e g r a l 
part of many graduate programs, and not a 
few undergraduate c u r r i c u l a , here and there, 
i f not q u i t e everywhere. But we must go on. 
"....The s u b j e c t , thanks to a l l of our 
e f f o r t s , i s academically sound and r e l a t i v e 
l y secured, i n n e r v a t i n g as i t i s to a l l of 
us, the current wave of p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n 
and d e n i a l of human r i g h t s i n Hastern Europe, 
but e s p e c i a l l y i n the S o v i e t Union and the 
GDR, should motivate each of us to recon
s i d e r our p e r s p e c t i v e on the s u b j e c t . I t i s 
c l e a r that we s t i l l don't come clos e to 
understanding the c u l t u r a l p o l i t i c a l game 
i n the GDR, i t s r u l e s , i t s f u n c t i o n a l p a r t s , 
i t s range of f l e x i b i l i t y . A year ago, when 
Heiner Füller and others were f r e e l y and 
candidly d i s c u s s i n g the p o t e n t i a l of GDR 
c u l t u r e w i t h us on our campuses, most of us 
would have p r e d i c t e d a much d i f f e r e n t , much 
" b e t t e r " s c e n a r i o f o r the GDR's c u l t u r a l 
arena than the a b j e c t r e a l i t y with which 
we are faced today. T h i s i n d i c a t e s to me 
that we, as an academic group, are s t i l l 
very weak i n two major areas. F i r s t , we 
must do much b e t t e r i n gathering and d i s 
t r i b u t i n g p e r t i n e n t i n f o r m a t i o n , and second, 
we must develop more i n c i s i v e methodologies, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the s o c i o l o g y of l i t e r a t u r e , 
to come to terms with GDR l i t e r a t u r e and 
c u l t u r a l p o l i c y . We must l e a r n to under
stand and e x p l a i n the r u l e s and f u n c t i o n s 
c f the GDR's p a r t i c u l a r game much more con
c l u s i v e l y than we have done. I f we don't, 
we w i l l again be forced to s i t s i l e n t l y and 
dumbfounded i n the face of every unexpected 
p o l i c y s h i f t i n the GDR. 
"The B u l l e t i n has been a workhorse f o r us, 
moving s t e a d i l y i n the d e s i r a b l e d i r e c t i o n . 
I t hps been a v a l u a b l e t o o l , not u n l i k e a 
club i n the hands of p r e h i s t o r i c men and 
women. But now that our own p r e h i s t o r i c 
period as GDR s c h o l a r s i n American 

academe has opened onto a new, more pro
g r e s s i v e e r a , we should consider our f a i t h 
f u l c lub c a r e f u l l y , and organize to sharpen 
i t i n t o an even more productive instrument 
f o r the more complicated tasks ahead of 
us." 

H. G. H u e t t i c h 
U n i v e r s i t y of Southern 

C a l i f o r n i a 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
1 9 7 7 MLA CONVENTION—SPECIAL SEMINAR: 

GDR PROSE 
Because of the i n t e r e s t shown i n S p e c i a l 
Session 1 4 8 on GDR Prose at the 1 9 7 6 
MLA Convention, the seminar i s to be 
continued i n 1 9 7 7 . Papers are i n v i t e d 
on the t o p i c of:"GDR Prose: Short F i c t i o n . 
Papers d i s c u s s i n g a s p e c i f i c work of 
short prose f i c t i o n should r e l a t e 
s t r u c t u r a l l y to a coherent system of 
a e s t h e t i c - c r i t i c a l c a t e g o r i e s (e.g., 
a s o c i o l o g i c a l or a M a r x i s t approach). 
MLA members who would l i k e t o speak on 
t h i s t o p i c are asked to c o n t r i b u t e a 
b r i e f paper ( 4 - 5 pages i n l e n g t h , double-
spaced) by A p r i l 1 to e i t h e r of the co-
chairmen: Richard Z i p s e r , Deoartment of 
German, O b e r l i n C o l l e g e , O b e r l i n , Ohio 
4 4 0 7 4 or to Juergen Hoegl, Program i n 
Comparative L i t . , U n i v e r s i t y of I l l i n o i s , 
Urbana, I l l i n o i s 6 1 8 0 1 . From the papers 
submitted, the three which promise to 
s t i m u l a t e the most f r u i t f u l and i n t e r e s t i n g 
d i s c u s s i o n w i l l be s e l e c t e d i n A p r i l . 
At the seminar next December, the three 
c o n t r i b u t o r s w i l l read t h e i r papers; 
a f t e r each p r e s e n t a t i o n , there w i l l be 
a very b r i e f response by Juergen Hoegl, 
then the f l o o r w i l l be open f o r questions 
and d i s c u s s i o n . I f you p l a n to attend 
the GDR Prose seminar and would l i k e t o 
have a copy of the papers i n advance 
(at the cost of one d o l l a r f o r a l l 
t h r e e ) , please w r i t e to Richard Zipser 
at O b e r l i n College* 

* * * * * * * * 
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