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to a nominal s u b s c r i p t i o n fee i s p o s i t i v e , 
i t would i n d i c a t e our c o l l e c t i v e i n t e r e s t 
i n l e t t i n g the B u l l e t i n develop g r a d u a l l y 
i n t o a s e r i o u s j o u r n a l . The t i n e f o r us to 
t e s t the need f o r such an open forum has 
a r r i v e d . 
"Many of us have been t o i l i n g away at 
" l e g i t i m i z i n g " the study of GDR l i t e r a t u r e 
i n our schools, c o l l e g e s , and u n i v e r s i t i e s 
f o r a mmber of y e a r s . We have worked hard 
and s u c c e s s f u l l y to gain a forum at the 
annual MLA conventions and other area meet
ings....Facing the s p r i n g of 1 9 7 7 , and 
l o o k i n g back over many winters of our d i s 
content and hard work, we now see t h a t GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e has become an accepted i n t e g r a l 
part of many graduate programs, and not a 
few undergraduate c u r r i c u l a , here and there, 
i f not q u i t e everywhere. But we must go on. 
"....The s u b j e c t , thanks to a l l of our 
e f f o r t s , i s academically sound and r e l a t i v e 
l y secured, i n n e r v a t i n g as i t i s to a l l of 
us, the current wave of p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n 
and d e n i a l of human r i g h t s i n Hastern Europe, 
but e s p e c i a l l y i n the S o v i e t Union and the 
GDR, should motivate each of us to recon
s i d e r our p e r s p e c t i v e on the s u b j e c t . I t i s 
c l e a r that we s t i l l don't come clos e to 
understanding the c u l t u r a l p o l i t i c a l game 
i n the GDR, i t s r u l e s , i t s f u n c t i o n a l p a r t s , 
i t s range of f l e x i b i l i t y . A year ago, when 
Heiner Füller and others were f r e e l y and 
candidly d i s c u s s i n g the p o t e n t i a l of GDR 
c u l t u r e w i t h us on our campuses, most of us 
would have p r e d i c t e d a much d i f f e r e n t , much 
" b e t t e r " s c e n a r i o f o r the GDR's c u l t u r a l 
arena than the a b j e c t r e a l i t y with which 
we are faced today. T h i s i n d i c a t e s to me 
that we, as an academic group, are s t i l l 
very weak i n two major areas. F i r s t , we 
must do much b e t t e r i n gathering and d i s 
t r i b u t i n g p e r t i n e n t i n f o r m a t i o n , and second, 
we must develop more i n c i s i v e methodologies, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the s o c i o l o g y of l i t e r a t u r e , 
to come to terms with GDR l i t e r a t u r e and 
c u l t u r a l p o l i c y . We must l e a r n to under
stand and e x p l a i n the r u l e s and f u n c t i o n s 
c f the GDR's p a r t i c u l a r game much more con
c l u s i v e l y than we have done. I f we don't, 
we w i l l again be forced to s i t s i l e n t l y and 
dumbfounded i n the face of every unexpected 
p o l i c y s h i f t i n the GDR. 
"The B u l l e t i n has been a workhorse f o r us, 
moving s t e a d i l y i n the d e s i r a b l e d i r e c t i o n . 
I t hps been a v a l u a b l e t o o l , not u n l i k e a 
club i n the hands of p r e h i s t o r i c men and 
women. But now that our own p r e h i s t o r i c 
period as GDR s c h o l a r s i n American 

academe has opened onto a new, more pro
g r e s s i v e e r a , we should consider our f a i t h 
f u l c lub c a r e f u l l y , and organize to sharpen 
i t i n t o an even more productive instrument 
f o r the more complicated tasks ahead of 
us." 

H. G. H u e t t i c h 
U n i v e r s i t y of Southern 

C a l i f o r n i a 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
1 9 7 7 MLA CONVENTION—SPECIAL SEMINAR: 

GDR PROSE 
Because of the i n t e r e s t shown i n S p e c i a l 
Session 1 4 8 on GDR Prose at the 1 9 7 6 
MLA Convention, the seminar i s to be 
continued i n 1 9 7 7 . Papers are i n v i t e d 
on the t o p i c of:"GDR Prose: Short F i c t i o n . 
Papers d i s c u s s i n g a s p e c i f i c work of 
short prose f i c t i o n should r e l a t e 
s t r u c t u r a l l y to a coherent system of 
a e s t h e t i c - c r i t i c a l c a t e g o r i e s (e.g., 
a s o c i o l o g i c a l or a M a r x i s t approach). 
MLA members who would l i k e t o speak on 
t h i s t o p i c are asked to c o n t r i b u t e a 
b r i e f paper ( 4 - 5 pages i n l e n g t h , double-
spaced) by A p r i l 1 to e i t h e r of the co-
chairmen: Richard Z i p s e r , Deoartment of 
German, O b e r l i n C o l l e g e , O b e r l i n , Ohio 
4 4 0 7 4 or to Juergen Hoegl, Program i n 
Comparative L i t . , U n i v e r s i t y of I l l i n o i s , 
Urbana, I l l i n o i s 6 1 8 0 1 . From the papers 
submitted, the three which promise to 
s t i m u l a t e the most f r u i t f u l and i n t e r e s t i n g 
d i s c u s s i o n w i l l be s e l e c t e d i n A p r i l . 
At the seminar next December, the three 
c o n t r i b u t o r s w i l l read t h e i r papers; 
a f t e r each p r e s e n t a t i o n , there w i l l be 
a very b r i e f response by Juergen Hoegl, 
then the f l o o r w i l l be open f o r questions 
and d i s c u s s i o n . I f you p l a n to attend 
the GDR Prose seminar and would l i k e t o 
have a copy of the papers i n advance 
(at the cost of one d o l l a r f o r a l l 
t h r e e ) , please w r i t e to Richard Zipser 
at O b e r l i n College* 

* * * * * * * * 
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MLA CONVENTION: (!DR SEMINAR—i)EC., 1 9 7 7 

T h i s year's t o p i c : " S o c i a l i s t W r i t i n g 
and the GDR: How D i v i s i v e i s D i s s i d e n c e ? " 
w i l l focus on the t r a d i t i o n s , as w e l l as 
on the recent trends i n d i s s i d e n t 
s o c i a l i s t w r i t i n g . How new and how o l d 
i s d i s s i d e n t s o c i a l i s m i n the GDR? 
What k i n d of a l t e r n a t i v e s does t h i s 
r e a l i s m pose to s o c i a l i s t realism? How 
" r e a l i s t i c " i s i t ? 
The format of the Seminar w i l l emphasize 
d i s c u s s i o n r a t h e r than papers. P o i n t s 
f o r d i s s c u s s i o n w i l l be presented by a 
panel of three to four people. Persons 
wishing to p a r t i c i p a t e on the panel may 
submit t h e i r ideas by A p r i l 1 at the 
l a t e s t t o : 

P r o f e s s o r Helen Fehervary 
Department of German 
D i e t e r Cunz H a l l 
Ohio St a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
Columbus, Ohio 4 3 2 1 0 

******** 

CALL FOR PAPERS... 
The M a r x i s t L i t e r a r y Group of the Midwest 
Modern Language A s s o c i a t i o n i s s o l i c i t i n g 
papers f o r the M a r x i s t Forum at the MMLA— 
November, 1 9 7 7 i n Chicago. The t o p i c i s 
an " A p p l i c a t i o n of M a r x i s t Feminist 
C r i t i c i s m " . The subject aims at a synth-
s i s of Marxism and feminism and i s of 
c e n t r a l i n t e r e s t to those who b e l i e v e t h a t 
t r a d i t i o n a l Marxism has not d e a l t w i t h 
feminism as w e l l as t o those who b e l i e v e 
that Marxism i s capable of d e a l i n g w i t h 
feminism. Papers should be no more than 
e i g h t pages single-spaced and should be 
submitted by the beginning of May to the 
c o o r d i n a t o r of t h i s forum. A b s t r a c t s 
should be submitted by the beginning of 
A p r i l . As u s u a l , c o l l e c t i v e papers and 
p r o j e c t s are encouraged. Any questions 
should be d i r e c t e d to the c o o r d i n a t o r s : 

Penny Harrigan, German Dept., 
3ox 4 1 3 , UWM, Milwaukee, Wi. 
5 3 2 0 1 ; Renate Holub, U. of Ms.-
Madison, Dept. of French & 
I t a l i a n , 1 2 2 0 Linden Nr., 
Von Hise H a l l , Madison, Wi., 
5 3 7 0 6 . 

* * * * * * * * 

SPEED, TIME, & CHANGE IN LITERATURE 
w i l l be the t o p i c of the f i f t h annual 
Conference on Twentieth-Century 
L i t e r a t u r e to be held at the U n i v e r s i t y 
of L o u i s v i l l e , February 2^-25, 1 9 7 7 . 
The F r i d a y session,"The East-West Express", 
(9:00-10:30 a.m.) may be of p a r t i c u l a r 
i n t e r e s t to our readers. For f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n contact: 

M a r i l y n V. Schüler 
Conference Chairperson 
Department of Modern Languages 
U n i v e r s i t y of L o u i s v i l l e 
L o u i s v i l l e , Kentucky 40203 

******** 
WORLD FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE 

The t h i r d annual conference on the 
German Democratic Republic w i l l be 
held June 2 4 to J u l y 1 , 1 9 7 7 with 
d i s c u s s i o n r e v o l v i n g around the t o p i c 
"The Role of the W r i t e r i n the S o c i a l i s t 
S o c i e t y of the GDR". Papers are i n v i t e d 
o f f e r i n g l i t e r a r y c r i t i c a l , h i s t o r i c a l , 
or s o c i o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s on the 
w r i t e r ' s r o l e i n the contemporary GDR 
s o c i e t y . E s p e c i a l l y welcome are papers 
focusing on the s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n s by the 
w r i t e r s themselves of t h e i r s o c i e t a l r o l e 
as w e l l as the c o l l e c t i v e d e f i n i t i o n as 
o f f e r e d by the W r i t e r s ' Union of the GDR. 
I t i s expected that the papers w i l l 
r e f l e c t v a r i o u s sides of the questions 
r a i s e d by the t o p i c . D e t a i l e d summaries 
of proposed papers should be sent by 
A p r i l 3 0 , 1 9 7 7 t o : 

Professor Duncan Smith 
German Department 
Brown U n i v e r s i t y 
I r o v i d e n c e , RI 0 2 9 1 2 

A l l papers should be approximately 
t h i r t y pages i n l e n g t h . 
R e g i s t r a t i o n fee, room and board, 
a l l - i n c l u s i v e i s 9 9 d o l l a r s per person. 
Family members are encouraged to attend 
and enjoy the b e a u t i f u l 3 2 0 acres of 
the World Fello w s h i p Center, w i t h 
boating, h i k i n g , swimming and f e l l o w 
s h i p . C h i l d r e n under 1 2 are one-half 
of the a d u l t r a t e . For f u r t h e r informa
t i o n and r e g i s t r a t i o n , w r i t e t o : 

W. Christoph Schmauch 
R. R. 1 , B i r c h S t r e e t 
North Conway, N.H. 0 3 8 6 0 

( 6 0 3 ) 3 5 6 - 5 2 0 8 
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