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GDR SEMINARS AT THE NEU YüRK MLA 1 9 7 6 

— GDR Prose F i c t i o n : C r i t i c a l Approaches 
and Model Analyses 

— GDR L i t e r a r y C r i t i c i s m and A e s t h e t i c s 

The papers presented a t these seminars 
r e f l e c t e d the maturity which s c h o l a r s h i p on 
the GDR has a t t a i n e d i n the past few y e a r s . 
Instead of posing standard questions concer
ning the degree of a f f i n i t y between an author's 
work and the o f f i c i a l c u l t u r a l - p o l i t i c a l l i n e , 
more d i f f e r e n t i a t e d c r i t i c a l models were 
proposed and f r u i t f u l l y used. Juergen Hoegl's 
a n a l y s i s of U l r i c h P l e n z d o r f ' s Die neuen 
Leiden des jungen W. , f o r example, employed 
a s e m i o t i c / s t r u c t u r a l i s t framework which 
enabled him to i n v e s t i g a t e the extent to 
which the i n t e n t i o n of the novel was r e f l e c t e d 
i n and supported by i t s l i n g u i s t i c and meta-
phoric s t r u c t u r e s . The broader context of 
p r e - l i t e r a r y premises ( i n f l u e n c e of previous 
authors, works, e t c . ) and p o s t - l i t e r a r y 
e f f e c t s ( r e c e p t i o n ) suggested by the model 
was u n f o r t u n a t e l y omitted due to the time 
r e s t r i c t i o n s which plagued the prose seminar 
to such an extent that the p a r t i c i p a n t s were 
rushed and the d i s c u s s i o n by the audience 
was cut s h o r t . 

Richard Z i p s e r ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n on the s e l f -
p e r c e p t i o n of contemporary w r i t e r s i n the GDR, 
based on i n t e r v i e w s which he conducted, empha
s i z e d the broad spectrum of i n t e r e s t s and 
concerns i n recent l i t e r a t u r e there. H i s 
f i n d i n g s , which w i l l e v e n t u a l l y be pub l i s h e d 
i n a l a r g e r study, should provide extremely 
u s e f u l m a t e r i a l f o r f u t u r e research i n t h i s 
area. By co n c e n t r a t i n g on Volker Braun's 
"Unvollendete Geschichte" (considered by a 
majority of the respondents to be exemplary 
of recent t r e n d s ) , Z i p s e r was able to mediate 
between the e m p i r i c a l data and t h e i r a p p l i 
c a t i o n . The unspoken "message" of t h i s paper 
i s t h a t , as the authors' s e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
i n the GDR becomes more d i f f e r e n t i a t e d , the 
c r i t i c a l apparatus designed to i n t e r p r e t them 
w i l l have to keep pace, u u l f Koepke's paper 
on the s h i f t i n the f u n c t i o n of memory as 
n a r r a t i v e d e v i c e , which showed that new " f o r 
mal" methods were developed to correspond 
w i t h the changing content i n GDR novels, 
r e i n f o r c e d t h i s impression of the seminar as a 
whole. 

One f r e q u e n t l y encounters the i d e a i n the 
in t e r v i e w m a t e r i a l that due to the more or 
l e s s f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d framework of a 
s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y i n the GDR the authors 
could turn to more s p e c i f i c problems; t h i s 

a l s o seems to have had i t s counterpart i n 
the realm of a e s t h e t i c s . In the seminar on 
l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m the papers by Sara Lennox 
(on Robert Weimann) and Peter Hohendahl (on 
the renewed d i s c u s s i o n about Lukacs) d e a l t 
w i t h phenomena which broaden the framework 
of that which i s normally understood under 
M a r x i s t a e s t h e t i c s i n the GDR. Again, e v i 
dently a p o s i t i o n of r e l a t i v e s e c u r i t y con
c e r n i n g t h e i r b a s i c standpoint allowed these 
t h e o r e t i c i a n s i n the GDR to discuss t o p i c s 
which f o r some time were considered "taboo". 
Jeimann's ( l i m i t e d ) i n c o r p o r a t i o n of s t r u c 
t u r a l i s t and "rezeptionsästhetische" t h e o r i e s 
i n t o a Marx i s t framework could serve as para
digmatic. Joan G l i c k ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n was an 
exception, but i t provided u s e f u l background 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the e f f e c t s of the 9 t h P a r t y 
Congress on c u l t u r a l p o l i c y . 

As pointed out i n the d i s c u s s i o n , however, 
the r e - e v a l u a t i o n of Lukacs' r o l e i n the 
development of GDR l i t e r a r y theory ignored — 
as i n the 5 0 ' s — h i s e a r l y work, i n which 
the theory of r e i f i c a t i o n and a c r i t i q u e of 
b u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n are presented, s i n c e p a r t i 
c u l a r l y the l a t t e r i s not n e c e s s a r i l y bound 
to bourgeois s o c i e t i e s and could be a p p l i e d 
to the GDR as w e l l . As the recent ousting of 
C h r i s t a Wolf, Günter de Bruyn and others from 
the board of the writers'congress would i n d i 
c a t e , the base of s o c i a l i s m which has been 
a t t a i n e d i s not y e t secure enough to withstand 
c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m from w i t h i n . 

P h i l Brewster 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y 

* * * * * * * * 

Wolf Biermann, Liedermacher und S p z j a l i s t -
Hrsg. von Thomas R o t h s c h i l d . Reinbek b e i Ham
burg: Rowohlt Taschenbuch Ver l a g GmbH, 1 0 7 6 . 
253 S e i t e n . Mit Beiträgen von E v e l j n Ander
gassen, Ernst Bloch, Rudi Dutschke, Walter 
E c c l i , Juergen Fuchs, Jean-Pierre Hammer, Ro
bert Havemann, Hansguenter Heyme, Hans-Klaus 
J u n g h e i n r i c h , Demosthenes Kourtowik, Domenico 
H a r c o l i n i , Walter Mossmann, R o l f Schwendter, 
S i l v i a Volckmann und e i n e r B i b l i o g r a p h i e von 
Peter Neuer. 

In l i g h t of the November, 1*376, e x p a t r i a t i o n of 
Wolf Biermann (see GDR B u l l e t i n , D e c , 1^76: "Der 
F a l l Wolf Biermann"), the p u b l i c a t i o n i n the same 
month of t h i s paper-back volume ( e d i t o r i a l dead
l i n e : A pril,1976) could not have been more oppor
tune. This c o l l e c t i o n of a r t i c l e s , i n c l u d i n g two 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s from the GDR as w e l l as others from 
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