
GDR Bulletin GDR Bulletin 

Volume 3 
Issue 2 April Article 3 

1977 

Forthcoming Publications Forthcoming Publications 

various authors 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/gdr 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
authors, various (1977) "Forthcoming Publications," GDR Bulletin: Vol. 3: Iss. 2. https://doi.org/10.4148/
gdrb.v3i2.381 

This Announcement is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in GDR Bulletin by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information, please contact 
cads@k-state.edu. 

https://newprairiepress.org/gdr
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol3
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol3/iss2
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol3/iss2/3
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fgdr%2Fvol3%2Fiss2%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v3i2.381
https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v3i2.381
mailto:cads@k-state.edu


to 24, 1977. Plans c a l l f o r a ge n e r a l 
s e s s i o n Thursday evening with the p r i n c i p a l 
Colloquium speaker, followed by a r e c e p t i o n . 
On Friday evening the D i v i s i o n of Drama 
w i l l present Father Uxbridge Wants to 
Marry w r i t t e n and d i r e c t e d by Pro f e s s o r ————— 
Frank Gagliano of the V.est V i r g i n i a U n i 
v e r s i t y f a c u l t y , w h i c h w i l l be followed by a 
di s c u s s i o n of the play by a c t o r s , 
d i r e c t o r , and audience. F r i d a y and 
Saturday morning and afternoon w i l l be 
devoted to sessions on va r i o u s aspects 
of contemporary t h e a t e r , f o r example: 
M u s i c a l Theater, Theater of the Absurd, 
I m p r o v i s a t i o n a l Theater, The Theater of 
C r u e l t y , P o l i t i c a l Theater, Forms of 
Contemporary Tragedy, Serio-Comic Farce, 
Commercial Theater, The Theater of the 
S i x t i e s ? Mime Theater, and Few T h e a t r i c a l 
Techniques. These sessions are open to 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n by teachers and graduate 
students of other c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
and papers are now being s o l i c i t e d . I f * 
you wish to present a paper, please send 
a one-page summary by June 1, 1977 to 
Armand E. Singer, Colloquium D i r e c t o r , 
Department of Foreign Languages, 201 
Chitwood H a l l , west V i r g i n i a U n i v e r s i t y , 
Morgantown, '..'.V. 26506. 

The f i n a l i z e d program and d e t a i l s of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n , times, l o c a l motels, e t c . 
w i l l be sent l a t e r i n the summer. For a 
personal copy of t h i s second announce
ment, please drop us a l i n e expressing 
your p o s s i b l e i n t e r e s t , whether or not 
you plan to submit a summary of a paper. 

T R A V E L A M C E X C H A N G E 
APT HISTORICAL SEMINAR -.GERMANY 

(EAST AND WEST) 
The T r i - S t a t e Consortium on I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Education (home campus: Rockland Centre f o r 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d i e s , S u f f e r n , N.Y. 10901) 
conducted an a r t h i s t o r i c a l seminar:Germany 
(East and West) i n January 1977. The 13 day 
tour s t a r t e d i n New York on January 13. The 
cost of $ 634 (plus t u i t i o n f o r 2 academic 
c r e d i t s ) i n c l u d e d : r o u n d t r i p New York- Frank
f u r t - Munich - New York, 13 n i g h t s accomoda
t i o n (double rooms, with c o n t i n e n t a l b r e a k f a s t ) 
a. half-day s i g h t s e e i n g t r i p of Munich, a l l 
i n s t r u c t i o n , course work, l e c t u r e s and v i s i t s , 
t r a v e l by motor coach from F r a n k f u r t i n t o and 
through the GDR to B e r l i n , and the f l i g h t 
from B e r l i n to Munich. 

As the tneme of the course was German Express
i o n i s t A r t (1907-1914), the tour went to g a l 
l e r i e s , museums and s i t e s i n the GDR, B e r l i n 
and Munich r e l e v a n t to t h i s p e r i o d . Consider
a t i o n was a l s o given to German and i n t e r n a t 
i o n a l h i s t o r i c works and the environment and 
c u l t u r e that i n s p i r e d i t . 
For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please contact: John ' 
Murphy, A r t Department, Ext. 2(S0, Rockland 
Centre f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d i e s , Ext. 205 or 
263 

******** 
SCHOLAR EXCHANGE 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research and Exchanges Board 
(110 East F i f t y - n i n t h s t r e e t , New York, N.Y. 
10022) i s n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h the M i n i s t r y of 
Higher and S p e c i a l i z e d Education of the GDR 
to double the exchange quota f o r the next 
two years from the current 20 person-months 
to 40. The a p p l i c a t i o n deadline f o r the 197^-
79 academic year i s : November 1, 1977.. 

F O R T H C O M I N G P U B U C A T N N S 
Bobrowski, Johannes. L i t e r a r i s c h e s Klima. 
B e r l i n : Union, 1977. " 

In den Xenicn Bobrowskis kommen s e i n S i n n 
für I r o n i e , S a t i r e , Polemik und s e i n Humor 
v o l l zum Zuge. Wie e i n s t d i e Weimarer K l a s s i 
ker , z i e l t auch er mit dem Xenion, dem 
spöttischen Epigramm, auf S c h r i f t s t e l l e r 
k o l l e g e n , K r i t i k e r und L i t e r a t u r w i s s e n s c h a f t 
l e r . 

Kant, Hermann. Der A u f e n t h a l t . B e r l i n : 
R'itten & Loening, 1977. 

Kriegsgefangenschaft, Gefängnis, Wandlung 
—man meint, das zu kennen. Kant bestätigt: 
es gab Hunger, Heimweh, F e i n d s e l i g k e i t . 
Doch das macht n i c h t Kants d r i t t e n Roman 
aus: Seine nachdenkliche Genauigkeit b e l e g t , 
wie wenig wir noch immer über di'se k e i n e s 
wegs entlegene Z e i t und i h r e Veränderungs
prozesse wissen, wie sc h w i e r i g und l a n g 
w i e r i g der S c h r i t t zu neuen E i n s i c h t e n oder 
gar Haltungen i s t . 

K i r s t e n , Wulf. Der Bleibaum. Cedichte. 
B e r l i n : Aufbau, 1977. 

Sieben Jahre nacb "satzanfang" l e g t '..ulf 
K i r s t e n seinen neuen Gedichtband vor. Die 
Zuwachsrate i s t beträchtlich: vor allem 
s c h e i n t es, daß die neuen Gedichte stärker 
"ausgeschrieben"sind, die thematische 
Erweiterung i s t unübersehbar. 
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'Krumpel, Heinz. L(!bensprozeß und Moral. 
B e r l i n : V l g . d. Wissenschaften, 1977. 

Auf welcher Grundlage e n t s t e h t moralisches 
Bewußtsein, wie w i r k t es auf den m a t e r i e l l e n 
Lebensprozeß der Menschen? Welche V e r b i n 
dungen g i b t es a n d e r e r s e i t s zwischen der 
j e w e i l i g e n ökonomischen Grundlage der 
G e s e l l s c h a f t und der Herausbildung bestimm
t e r Moralvorstellungen? Auf diese und 
andere Fragen g i b t die S c h r i f t Antwort. 

Mensch — Wissenschaft — Technik. Versuch 
e i n e r m a r x i s t i s c h e n Analyse der wissen
s c h a f t l i c h - t e c h n i s c h e n R e v o l u t i o n . Hrsg.: 
M. Buhr und G. Krb'ber. B e r l i n : Akadamie, 
1977.. 

B O O K R E V I E W S 
D i v i d e d Heaven. C h r i s t a Wolf. T r a n s l a t e d by-
Joan Becker. I n t r o d u c t i o n and b i b l i o g r a p h y by 
Jack Z i p e s . New York: Adler's F o r e i g n Books, 
1976. 265 pages. 

One recurrent problem western, even M a r x i s t 
Western readers and reviewers have w i t h GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e i s a misconception of what con
s t i t u t e s a genuine " p o l i t i c a l r e a d i n g " of a 
novel or p l a y . Through our t r a i n i n g and 
i d e o l o g i c a l m o d i f i c a t i o n we tend to look at 
those l i t e r a r y works as somewhat shallow, easy-
to-decode "messages" from the other s i d e of 
the B e r l i n w a l l : how much c r i t i c i s m and d i s 
sent i s e x p l i c i t , how much more i s i m p l i c i t 
and ambiguous ? Thus we reduce a novel such 
as Divided Heaven t o a r a t h e r f e e b l e attempt 
at v o i c i n g some o p p o s i t i o n against the negative 
aspects of the East German regime and by doing 
so we often ignore the r e a l p o l i t i c a l scope 
of the work. (The l u c i d a n a l y s i s of Robbe-
G r i l l e t by the Goldmann student Jacques Le-
enhardt, "Lecture p o l i t i q u e du roman," co u l d 
serve as a h e l p f u l model f o r anyone t r y i n g 
t o understand l i t e r a t u r e from the s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s . ) 
Rereading C h r i s t a Wolf's D i v i d e d Heaven 
a f t e r about e i g h t years made me r e a l i z e how 
q u i c k l y I had c a t e g o r i z e d i t then as a v e i l e d 
p r o t e s t n o v e l , a cautious "roman a these" which 
e s s e n t i a l ! v s a i d a l l the t h i n g s we i n the west 
had of course known f o r y e a r s . That i s pre
c i s e l y why a renewed reading comes as a shock, 
f o r t h i s novel about the dual German r e a l i t y 
and i t s human i m p l i c a t i o n s i s much more than 
a s u b s t i t u t e f o r a humanist s o c i a l i s t pamphlet. 
C h r i s t a Wolf d i d not need to r e s o r t to a l i t 

erary medium to express e x a c t l y how she f e l t 
about c e r t a i n t h e o r i e s and p r a c t i c e s i n her 
country. This novel deals w i t h those s i t u a 
t i o n s as w e l l , but only i n the way a novel 
i n c o r p o r a t e s and reshapes r e a l i t y to transcend 
i t , to open up new p o s s i b i l i t i e s and new ex
periments i n human l i v i n g . 
R i t a , the main char a c t e r of the novel, i s not 
b l i n d to the shortcomings of the s o c i e t y she 
l i v e s i n , as she i s confronted with them at 
almost every stage of her l i f e , at home, at 
school and on the j o b . But she disagrees w i t h 
Manfred's d e c i s i o n to leave the GDR f o r a more 
fundamental reason: 'lie had not gone away out 
of p r o t e s t , but had j u s t given up. This going 
t o the west was not a new experiment but the 
end of a l l experiments...It d i d not matter any 
more what he d i d . " 
The background f o r t h i s judgement i s c l e a r l y 
summarized i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y essay by 
Jack Zipes, " C h r i s t a W o l f : M o r a l i s t as 
M a r x i s t . " Zipes puts the work i n i t s proper 
s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l context and s t r e s s e s i t s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e both f o r the development of 
C h r i s t a Wolf's own p h i l o s o p h i c a l p o s i t i o n 
and f o r the growing self-awareness and s e l f -
c r i t i c i s m of her generation of w r i t e r s i n 
the GDR. In t h i s l i g h t the simple p l o t , 
the " R e p u b l i k f l u c h t " of Manfred and the 
r e s u l t i n g s e p a r a t i o n of the couple, becomes 
merely a symptom of the more fundamental 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s f a c i n g t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
t r a n s i t i o n a l s o c i e t y . At the end of the 
novel R i t a f e e l s that these c o n t r a d i c t i o n s 
can be overcome, even i f she has no c l e a r 
i d e a of the f u t u r e , her future and that of 
her country: "But she was not a f r a i d . " 
I t i s a very open-ended work, which seems 
to throw the search f o r a s o l u t i o n back at 
the reader i n the GDR and, i n d i r e c t l y , i n 
the West. "The c u r t a i n c l o s e d and a l l the 
questions open," as 3recht would say. 

Ludo Abicht 
Antioch College 

******** 

L i t t l e Giant i n the World of ;«..ort: Sports 
Comparison Study GDR — Canada. By Doug* G i l b e r 
et a l . Toronto: Kontakt Presse, 1976. 64 
pages. 

A Wonderful Experience: Spartakiad Games 
i n the GDR. By Eberhard Bock et a l . Dresden: 
Verlag Z e i t im B i l d DDR, 1975. 30 pages. 

At the 1976 Olympic: the GDR placed second 
i n the gold,medal standing and t h i r d o v e r a l l . 
Such a strong showing han given r i s e to much 
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