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WEIMAR 1977 
'Jhe I n t e r n a t i o n a l e r H o c h s c h u l f e r i e n k u r s für 
O , r m a n i s t e n , o r g a n i z e d by the F r i e d r i c h 
S c h i l l e r Universität, J e n a , had as i t s theme: 
''Ursprünge und S t e l l u n g d e r homantik und i h r e 
A neignung und R e z e p t i o n i n d e r s o z i a l i s 
t i s c h e n G e s e l l s c h a f t . " A number o f d i s t i n 
g u i s h e d s c h o l a r s c o n t r i b u t e d w i t h l e c t u r e s 
and c o l l o q u i a , among them Dr. - a l t e r R i e t z e , 
Weimar ("Urworte, n i c h t s o n d e r l i c h o r p h i s c h " ) . 
Dr. Günter Härtung, H a l l e ( w i t h a s t i m u l a 
t i n g n r e s e n t a t i o n w h i c h d e a l t w i t h the song 
"Der Lindenbaum", W i l h e l m Müller/Franz Schu
b e r t ) , and F r o f . D r . H a n s - D i e t r i c h Dahnke, 
B e r l i n ("Ursprünge "nd S t e l l u n g d e r d e u t s c h e n 
Frühromantik"), P r o f . D r . K l a u s Träger, L e i p 
z i g ("Historizität und E r b e d e r k o m a n t i k " ) , 
and P r o f . D r. Hans-Georg K e r n e r , H a l l e , who 
d i s c u s s e d the m e t h o d o l o g i c a l problems o f 
v o l . V I I , 2 ( K l a s s i k / R o m a n t i k ) o f t h e H i s t o r y 
o f German L i t e r a t u r e . The s c h o l a r l y p a p e r s 
w-re supplemented by Günter de Bruyn r e a d i n g 
from h i s book Das Leben des dean P a u l F r i e d -
r i c h R i c h t e r , w h i c h p r o v i d e d i n s i g h t i n t o 
s o c i o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s o f J e a n i a u l ' s t i m e . 

In s p i t e o f i t s f o c u s on t h e r o m a n t i c p e r i o d 
i n German l i t - n a t u r e , t h program c o n s i s t - - d 
o f a wide range o f t o p i c s , s u c h as c u l t u r a l 
p o l i t i c s , p o l i t i c s o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , 
f o r e i g n and economic p o l i c y , s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c 
d evelopments ( P r o f . Dr. Phca S c h i n p a n , E r f u r t ) 
and GDR l i t e r a t u r e o f the s e v e n t i - s (on 
p o e t r y : Dr. K l . u s K r i n p e n d o r f , J e n a ; on 
drama: Dr. P i n n s iPr-mer, J e n a ; on the n o v e l : 
Dr. S i g r i d Damm, B e r l i n ) , .\mong the A r b e i t s 
g e m e i n s c h a f t e n on l a n g u a g e , l i t n a t u r e o r 
t e a c k i n r methods i n German a.; a f o r e i g n 
language-, I chose the one o f f c e d by I r o f . 
Hans -<ich t e r , J e n a . Under h i s t h o u g h t f u l 
g u i d a n c e , t h e o r e t i c a l and p o e t i c t e x t s by 
CD! a u t h o r s were e x p l o r e d t o a r r i v e a t an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the s e l f - p r c e p t i o n s o f t h e s e 
a u t h o r s w i t h i n GDR s o c i e t y . Amour the a u t h o r s 
c o n s i d e r e d were Günter K u n e r t , " - l k e r Braun, 
^ h r i s t a W o l f , Anna S e r h e r s . 
Among the numerous p e r f o r m a n c e s and e x c u r s i o n s 
were E i n Gespräch im Hause St-P.n über den 
abwesenden J - i r n v on Goethe, a p l a y by P e t e r 
H a c k s , f o l l o w e d by a d i s c u s s i o n w t h the 
d i r e c t o r o f the Maxim G o r k i T h e a t - r , B e r l i n , 
the a c t r e s s K a r i n G r e g o r e k and Pet'-r Hacks 
h i m s e l f , nr. w e l l as t h e f i l m Mama, i c h l e b e 
( Buch: Wolfgang K o h l h a a s e , R e g i e : Konrad '..-olf) 
A g l i m p s e o f t h e d a i l y c o u r s e o f p r o d u c t i o n 
had a l s o been i n c l u d e d i n tue program. A f t e r 
t o u r i n g the F a s c h i n e n k o m b i n a t i n Seebach, we 
had the o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s r u s s the p r o c e s s 

o f p r o d u c t i o n and the orp'.-eiz.-R' r. . : t:.. 
e n t i r e complex i n seebach wi'R v e n e e r s front 
the p l a r t t . 
Cn t h e whole, i t was f e l t t!tat - irt c o n t r a s t 
t o t h e p r e v i o u s i n s t i t u t e s - riore - -pen 
and i n t e n s e exchange o f v i e w s was c h a r a c t e 
r i s t i c f o r L e i mar 1 i n 1977- R i s c u s s J o n s 
c o n t i n u e d l o n g h o y o n d the o u S c L D p a 1 o f 
each nay's program w i t h l i v e l y i n - . - - a c t i o n 
among p a r t i c i p a n t s from at) a m a z i n g l y l a n e 
number - o f c o u r r t r i e s . L i t h o u t d.-not, t h i s 
r e s u l t may be a t t r i b u t e d t o a f l e x i b l e . ' ' 
a t ' - t t t i v e o r g a n i z a t j o n a l str-Rf. 

1 r..::t'- t-n-x 
J t i i v . o f ' 'r .'.as 

'KhHT V i R C l k i , . L'!,1'V kSJTY o(!P.,t IUM 
The second annual t e s t V i r g i n Pn i i n P - M ^ i i y 
C o l l o q u i m on Modern L i t e r a t u r e , .-;n:c-i t-.ok 
p l a c e on the n a t e s o f S e n t . ."'<'-P'-, 1 = )*."?, 
i n c l u d e d emphasis on contemporary i - eat e r i n 
the G!:R. i a - e r s p r e s e n t e d an:! J-=s - us.sea .."re. 
1) " L i t e r a t u r e i n the G; R,'' .{.('. L n e t t i m , 
U r i v . o f S. C a l i f o r n i a . 
P) "The Uses o f T r a d i t i o n Last ;n-; . e r t : 
P I o n z d o r f ' s P i e ! euen L e i d e n A-s Ju:.g<-r< 
and K r o e t z ' s M a r i a Magdalena," 
l - ' l e n C a f f e r t y , iowdoin Göll - 'e. 
3 ) "Th-'ater o f P r o v o c a t i o n : 'Pe tP n y s - i f 
V o l k e r B raun," C h r i s t i n e C o s e r . t i n o , 
Gamden C o l l e g e , R u t g e r s . 

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 

A team o f s c h o l a r s w o r k i n g i n the f * - l d o f 
GDR l i t n a t u r e i s p r e p a r i n g an a n a l y s i s o f 
the works o f G h r i s t a K o l f . S e v e r a l chapt r. 
a r e s t i l l o,cn f o r c o l l e a g u e : i n t e r e s t e u i n 
j o i n i n g t h i s team p u b l i c a t i o n e f f o r t , i-or 
fuj'th< r i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t c i t h e r Theodor . 
Langenbruch ()'-ept. o f ML, G e o r g i a ^ n . i t . o f 
T e c h . , A t l a n t a , CA. 3 0 3 3 ? ) t o r kancy !,auc!;ner 
(Dep.t. o f Germanic und S l a v i c r a n g . , bmv. 
o f Tennessee, h n o x v i l l e , Tenn. 3 7 ' k ) . 
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