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BOOK REVIEWS S t a d e ' s c o l l e c t i o n i n H i g h l y recommended f o r the 
new o r unac] u s i n t e d r e a d e r . 

S.jebzehn scaehie 1'ische. 'y ' . ' r t i n S t a d e . 
B e r l i n : B u c h v e r l a g Dor Morgen, 1976. S(S pages. 
'M 6,90. 

M a r t i n S t a d e ' s new c o l l e c t i o n o f s h o r t s t o r i e s 
o f f e r s the r e a d e r a f a s c i n a t i n g v a r i e t y o f themes 
and s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h r e f l e c t the a u t h o r ' s benevo­
l e n t l y c r i t i c a l p o s t u r e on con t e m p o r a r y GDR l i f e . 
S t a d e p r o v i d e s no f i x e d a nswers. B a t h e r , t h r o u g h 
h i s b l e n d o f l i v e l y p r o s e and d i v e r s e s i t u a t i o n s , 
he s u g g e s t s many q u e s t i o n s w h i c h the a l e r t r e a d r 
i s encouraged t o p o n d e r . 
The s u b j e c t s o f t h e s e s t o r i e s t a k e us fr o r t u r b a n 
t o r u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t s , c o n s i a e r younger ana o l d e r 
g e n e r a t i o n s , f o c u s on c o n c r e t e r e a l i t y o r f r a g i l e 
f a n t a s y . I n s p i r i t e d i m a g i n a t i v e language which 
r e f l e c t s a m i x t u r e o f r e s i g n a t i o n and e x p l o s i v e 
power, o f p e a s a n t s u b t l e t i e s and p r a c t i c a l e x p e r ­
i e n c e , S t a d e a t t e m p t s t o p r e s e n t h i s v i e w o f the 
GDR t o d a y , a l t h o u g h t h e i n d i v i d u a l themes a r e 
d i f f e r e n t , one main thought r e o c c u r s . Man i n 
contemporary s o c i e t y s h o u l d a t t e m p t t o m a i n t a i n 
a p e r s o n a l i n t e g r i t y and b a l a n c e a m i d s t c h a n g i n g 
s o c i a l v a l u e s . Sometimes the e f f o r t i s s u c c e s s ­
f u l . The a l t e r n a t i v e can l e a d t o e x c l u s i o n and 
i s o l a t i o n . 
The i d e a o f adjustment i s r e i n f o r c e d i n v a r i o u s 
ways. T i t l e s l i k e "Las i c h träumte nach e i n e r 
B e s c h i m p f u n g , " "Von einem, d e r ; l l e s d o p p e l t s a h , " 
o r "Der B e t r u k e n e " a r e s u g g e s t i v e o f d i f f e r e n t 
p e r s p e c t i v e s , L o r d s and p h r a s e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
s t o r i e s a l s o r e i n f o r c e the ido= i o f new r e a l i t i e s . 
The n o t i o n o f change i s more s u b t l e as when Usko-
r e i t , one o f the many r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e o l d ­
e r g e n e r a t i o n , d e p a r t s " a l s l i e s s e e r für ewige 
Z e i t d i e k n e i p e h i n t e r s i c h . " a more d r a m a t i c 
example o f change i s the r e t i r e d ^tutiienrätin, 
who a f t e r l o s i n g h e r o n l y companion("Ms war nur 
e i n Hund"), becomes " d i e T r o s t l o s i g k e i t i n i e r s o n . ' 
I n t r i g u i n g i s the pronounced r o l e assumed by the 
a n i m a l w o r l d , a n i m a l s s e r v e as m i r r o r s o f p e r ­
v a s i v e s o c i a l t y p e s , o r they r e f l e c t t e c h n o l o g i ­
c a l i n f l u e n c e , i'rominent a r e t h e s t a r l i n g s ("nie 
s c h a r f b e o b a c h t e n S t a r e " ) w h i c h a r e l i k e "Stoß­
t r u p p s . . . v e r z u g l i c h o r g a n i z i e r t . " I n t h e t i t l e 
s t o r y , however, the n a r r a t o r ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
w i t h the f i s h e s a s Brüder r e s u l t ; , from a t o t a l r e ­
j e c t i o n o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l s o c i e t y where one f i s h ­
es w i t h kriegsgeräte. 
The f i n a l s t o r y , "Der iräsentkorb," r e i t e r a t e s 
many o f t h e p r e v i o u s themes. I t a l s o s u g g e s t s 
t h a t t h e r e c a n be n p o s i t i v e r e a p p r a i s a l o f the 
f u t u r e , t h a t t e c h n o l o g y can be p u t i n p r o p e r p e r ­
s p e c t i v e , and t h a t g e n e r a t i o n c o n f l i c t s a r e s u r ­
mountable. 

L i k e H a l e y ' s " o o t s , t h i s ve-y p l e a s a n t bock i s 
hard t o c l a s s i f y as f a c t o r f i c t i o n , . , b u t has 
an element o f b o t h . The- auiBtor i - a p p a r e n t l y 
a c o u r t r e ; o r t e r and h i s book i s a c o l l e c t i o n 
o f s l i g h t l y f i c t i o n a l i z e d b u t e s s e n t i a l l y f a c ­
t u a l r e p o r t s on c r i m e and -.unishment i n the 
contemporary GDR. 
Tragikomödien ties a l l t a g s i s l i g h t -* a d i n g , 
p e r f e c t l y s u i t e d t o a summer a f t e r n o o n . Though 
i t d e a l s w i t h c r i m e ana warns o f the punishme.it 
f o r b r e a c h e s o f the c r i m i n a l code, i t does net-
do so i n a menacing o r d i d a c t i c way. K a t h e n , 
these a r e t a l e s o f d a s i e n s c a . t i c h o and das A l l ­
z u m e n s c h l i c h e , o f human f a i l i n g s and f o i b l e s . 
They a r e c h e e r f u l l i t t l e s t o r i e s o f embezzle­
ment, o f m a r i t a l i n f i d e l i t y , o f b l a c k - m a r k e t 
a c t i v i t i e s , o f b r i b e r y , o f t h e f t , but always 
p r e s e n t e d w i t h humor and l i g h t n e s s o f t<..uc't. 
I n a vt y r e a l s e n s e , the re. d e r can f e e l the 
t e x t u r e o f d a i l y l i f e i n the GLR t h r o u g h t h e s e 
s h o r t n a r r a t i v e s . The j o b s , t i t l e s , and s a l a ­
r i e s ; t he l o c a l i t i e s ; the makes o f the c a r s ; 
even the names o f t h e p e o p l e b r i n g t h e d a i l y 
r e a l i t y o f GDR l i v i n g v i v i d l y to the f o r e . 
1 hough L u d o l f H i r s c h i s s a r c a s t i c ?-t t i m e s t o 
r o i n t o ut t h e e r r o r s o f his. t r a g i - c o m i c h eroes 
ways, the o v e r a l l tone o f h i s amusing, i n s t r u c ­
t i v e n a r r a t i v e s i s p o s i t i v e and o p t i m i s t i c , i t 
i s a book t o b e e n j o y e d by a l l . 
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