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BOOK REVIEWS

Siebzehn scndne Fische., 3y lirtin Stude.
erlin: Buchverlag Der Morgen, 1976. 200 LALeS .
‘M 6,90.

Martin Stade's new collection of short stories
offers the reader a fascinating variety of themes
and structures which reflect the wuthor's beneve-
lently criticezl posture on contemporary GDR 1jfe.
Stade provides no fixed answers. itather, through
his blend of lively prose and diverse situations,
he sugrests many questions which the alert read: v
is encouraged to pender.

The subjects of these stories take us from arban
to rural enviromments, consicer younger and olcer
generationg, focus on concrete reality or fragile
fantasy. In spirited imaginative language whicl
reflects a mixture of resiguation and exnlosive
power, of veasant subtleties ard -ractical exXpui-
ience, Stude attempts to precent his view of the
GDR tcday. slthiough the individusl thenes nre
different, one main thought reoccurs. Man in
contemporary society should attempt to maintain

a personal integrity and balsnce amidst changing
social values. Sometimes the offort is success-
ful. The alternative can lead to exclusion and
isolation.

The idea of adjustment is rcinforced imn various
ways. Titles like '"Was ich triumte nach einer
deschimrfung," '"Von einem, der ¢lles doppelt sah,"
or "Der Betrukene' are suggestive of different
perspectives. Words and phrases throughcut the
stories also reinforce the ide. of new realities.
The notion of change is more subtle as when Usko-
reit, one of the many representatives of the old-
er generation, devarts "als liesse er fiir ewige
Zeit die Kneipe hinter sich." & nore dramatic
exanple of change is the retired wtudienrdtin,
who after losing her only companion ("Ls war nur

ein Hund'"), becomes 'die Trostlosigkeit in lerson.”

Intriguing is the pronounced role assumed by the
animal world. Animals serve 2s mirrors of ver-
vasive social types, or they reflect technologi-~
cal influence. l!'rowninent are the starlings ('Lie
scharf beobachten Stare') which are like "Stoli-
trupps...verzuglich organiziert." In the title
slory, however, the narrator's identification
with the fishes as Brilder result: from a total re-
Jection of technological socicty where one fish-
es with Eriepsgeriite,

The final story, "Der triisentkorb," reiterates
many of the previous themes. It also suggests
that there can be & pesitive reappraisal of the
future, that technology can be put in proper nexr-
spective, and that generation conflicts are sur-
mountable.
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d: Rudolf Hirsch: Tragikon_wijdien'aes Alltags. Gerichtsberichte

Stade's collection i rniplly recommended ‘or thne
new or unacjuainted reader.
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Like ilzley's hwots, this vey pleusant bock is
hird to classify as fact or fiction, but hus
#n element of both. The author i- apuerently

a court rejorter and his book is g collection
of slightly fictionalized but essentialiy fue-
tual reports on crime and :unishment in the
contemporary Gk,

Tragiomidicn des alltups is lipht Pl ing,
perfectly suited to a sumier afteracon. Though
it deals vithi erime anu warng of tire punishment
for breaches of the criminal coags, it does nct
do 50 in a menacing or didactic way. Hather,
these are tzles of das §enscnliche ond das All-
zumenschliche, of human [+ilings and foibles.
ithey are cheerful little stories of embezzle-
ment, of marital infidelity, of bluck-market
activities, of bribery, of theft, but sluays
vresented with humor and lightness of touci.
In a very recl sense, the re:der cun fecl the
texture of daily life in the CQlk through these

short narratives. The jobs, Litles, and sala-
ries; the localities; the makes of the cars,

even the names of the people bring the daily
reality of GDK living vividly to the fore.
lrough rudolf Hirsch is sarcastic st times to
roint out the crrors of his tragi-comic heroes
ways, the oversall tone of his amusing, instruc-
tive narrstives is positive and optimistics it
is a book to be enjoyed by «Xl.
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