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BOOK REVIEWS S t a d e ' s c o l l e c t i o n i n H i g h l y recommended f o r the 
new o r unac] u s i n t e d r e a d e r . 

S.jebzehn scaehie 1'ische. 'y ' . ' r t i n S t a d e . 
B e r l i n : B u c h v e r l a g Dor Morgen, 1976. S(S pages. 
'M 6,90. 

M a r t i n S t a d e ' s new c o l l e c t i o n o f s h o r t s t o r i e s 
o f f e r s the r e a d e r a f a s c i n a t i n g v a r i e t y o f themes 
and s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h r e f l e c t the a u t h o r ' s benevo
l e n t l y c r i t i c a l p o s t u r e on con t e m p o r a r y GDR l i f e . 
S t a d e p r o v i d e s no f i x e d a nswers. B a t h e r , t h r o u g h 
h i s b l e n d o f l i v e l y p r o s e and d i v e r s e s i t u a t i o n s , 
he s u g g e s t s many q u e s t i o n s w h i c h the a l e r t r e a d r 
i s encouraged t o p o n d e r . 
The s u b j e c t s o f t h e s e s t o r i e s t a k e us fr o r t u r b a n 
t o r u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t s , c o n s i a e r younger ana o l d e r 
g e n e r a t i o n s , f o c u s on c o n c r e t e r e a l i t y o r f r a g i l e 
f a n t a s y . I n s p i r i t e d i m a g i n a t i v e language which 
r e f l e c t s a m i x t u r e o f r e s i g n a t i o n and e x p l o s i v e 
power, o f p e a s a n t s u b t l e t i e s and p r a c t i c a l e x p e r 
i e n c e , S t a d e a t t e m p t s t o p r e s e n t h i s v i e w o f the 
GDR t o d a y , a l t h o u g h t h e i n d i v i d u a l themes a r e 
d i f f e r e n t , one main thought r e o c c u r s . Man i n 
contemporary s o c i e t y s h o u l d a t t e m p t t o m a i n t a i n 
a p e r s o n a l i n t e g r i t y and b a l a n c e a m i d s t c h a n g i n g 
s o c i a l v a l u e s . Sometimes the e f f o r t i s s u c c e s s 
f u l . The a l t e r n a t i v e can l e a d t o e x c l u s i o n and 
i s o l a t i o n . 
The i d e a o f adjustment i s r e i n f o r c e d i n v a r i o u s 
ways. T i t l e s l i k e "Las i c h träumte nach e i n e r 
B e s c h i m p f u n g , " "Von einem, d e r ; l l e s d o p p e l t s a h , " 
o r "Der B e t r u k e n e " a r e s u g g e s t i v e o f d i f f e r e n t 
p e r s p e c t i v e s , L o r d s and p h r a s e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
s t o r i e s a l s o r e i n f o r c e the ido= i o f new r e a l i t i e s . 
The n o t i o n o f change i s more s u b t l e as when Usko-
r e i t , one o f the many r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e o l d 
e r g e n e r a t i o n , d e p a r t s " a l s l i e s s e e r für ewige 
Z e i t d i e k n e i p e h i n t e r s i c h . " a more d r a m a t i c 
example o f change i s the r e t i r e d ^tutiienrätin, 
who a f t e r l o s i n g h e r o n l y companion("Ms war nur 
e i n Hund"), becomes " d i e T r o s t l o s i g k e i t i n i e r s o n . ' 
I n t r i g u i n g i s the pronounced r o l e assumed by the 
a n i m a l w o r l d , a n i m a l s s e r v e as m i r r o r s o f p e r 
v a s i v e s o c i a l t y p e s , o r they r e f l e c t t e c h n o l o g i 
c a l i n f l u e n c e , i'rominent a r e t h e s t a r l i n g s ("nie 
s c h a r f b e o b a c h t e n S t a r e " ) w h i c h a r e l i k e "Stoß
t r u p p s . . . v e r z u g l i c h o r g a n i z i e r t . " I n t h e t i t l e 
s t o r y , however, the n a r r a t o r ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
w i t h the f i s h e s a s Brüder r e s u l t ; , from a t o t a l r e 
j e c t i o n o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l s o c i e t y where one f i s h 
es w i t h kriegsgeräte. 
The f i n a l s t o r y , "Der iräsentkorb," r e i t e r a t e s 
many o f t h e p r e v i o u s themes. I t a l s o s u g g e s t s 
t h a t t h e r e c a n be n p o s i t i v e r e a p p r a i s a l o f the 
f u t u r e , t h a t t e c h n o l o g y can be p u t i n p r o p e r p e r 
s p e c t i v e , and t h a t g e n e r a t i o n c o n f l i c t s a r e s u r 
mountable. 

L i k e H a l e y ' s " o o t s , t h i s ve-y p l e a s a n t bock i s 
hard t o c l a s s i f y as f a c t o r f i c t i o n , . , b u t has 
an element o f b o t h . The- auiBtor i - a p p a r e n t l y 
a c o u r t r e ; o r t e r and h i s book i s a c o l l e c t i o n 
o f s l i g h t l y f i c t i o n a l i z e d b u t e s s e n t i a l l y f a c 
t u a l r e p o r t s on c r i m e and -.unishment i n the 
contemporary GDR. 
Tragikomödien ties a l l t a g s i s l i g h t -* a d i n g , 
p e r f e c t l y s u i t e d t o a summer a f t e r n o o n . Though 
i t d e a l s w i t h c r i m e ana warns o f the punishme.it 
f o r b r e a c h e s o f the c r i m i n a l code, i t does net-
do so i n a menacing o r d i d a c t i c way. K a t h e n , 
these a r e t a l e s o f d a s i e n s c a . t i c h o and das A l l 
z u m e n s c h l i c h e , o f human f a i l i n g s and f o i b l e s . 
They a r e c h e e r f u l l i t t l e s t o r i e s o f embezzle
ment, o f m a r i t a l i n f i d e l i t y , o f b l a c k - m a r k e t 
a c t i v i t i e s , o f b r i b e r y , o f t h e f t , but always 
p r e s e n t e d w i t h humor and l i g h t n e s s o f t<..uc't. 
I n a vt y r e a l s e n s e , the re. d e r can f e e l the 
t e x t u r e o f d a i l y l i f e i n the GLR t h r o u g h t h e s e 
s h o r t n a r r a t i v e s . The j o b s , t i t l e s , and s a l a 
r i e s ; t he l o c a l i t i e s ; the makes o f the c a r s ; 
even the names o f t h e p e o p l e b r i n g t h e d a i l y 
r e a l i t y o f GDR l i v i n g v i v i d l y to the f o r e . 
1 hough L u d o l f H i r s c h i s s a r c a s t i c ?-t t i m e s t o 
r o i n t o ut t h e e r r o r s o f his. t r a g i - c o m i c h eroes 
ways, the o v e r a l l tone o f h i s amusing, i n s t r u c 
t i v e n a r r a t i v e s i s p o s i t i v e and o p t i m i s t i c , i t 
i s a book t o b e e n j o y e d by a l l . 
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e r a ! a t t e m p t s a t f o r c e d i n t e g r t i e n s i n c e tue 
l a t e 1 ' j t h c e r t u r y , r.:ost r e c e n t l y under h i t l e r . 
\.'hey are now p r o t e c t e d e x p l i c i t l y .y fee CLE 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , w h i c h s t a t e s : 'Burp/'' " e r DDK 
s e r b i s c h e r Rationalität haben das R e c h t z u r 
1 flöge i h r e r M u t t e r s p r a c h e und K u l t u r , d i e 
Ausübung d i e s e s R e c h t s wird vom ,.tnat ge
f o r d e r t . " The ^ u r b i a r : p o p u l a t i o n a r e a encom-
nasses p a r t s o f C o t t b u s and Dresden d i s t r i c t s 
ana c e n t e r s r i n r r i l y around tue towns o f 
C o t t b u s ana' B a u t z e n . The ^ o r o s a r e w e l l i n t e g 
r a t e d i n t o s o c i a l i s m and have made numerous 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o s o c i a l i s t c u l t u r e , o f which 
the most w i d e l y Known i s p r o o a b l y a u t h o r J u r i j 
d r ^ z a n , t w i c e R a t i o n a l R r i z e w i n n e r (1954 and 
l ^ b l ) f o r itis shor'ti s t o r i e s , po-'try, and the 
l * e l i x ttanustdt n o v e l t r i l o g y . 
Solta's book i s an a b r i d g e d v e r s i < n of tite 
f o ur-volume G e s c h i c h t e d e r dorben of w h i c h 
three volumes have been p u b l i s h e d t o date. I n 
s i x c h a p t e r s , Xo^ta spans G o r d i a n ' . i s t o r y from 
the e a r l i e s t t r a c e a b l e o r i g i n s o f the V e s t 
S l a v i c G o r d i a n t r i b e s around the 6 t h c e n t u r y AD 
up t o the p r e s e n t , c o n c e n t r a t i n p ' most h e a v i l y 
on the 1 9 t h and ROtK c e n t u r i e s . The S o r b i a n 
n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e Domowina, was, f o r 
m a l l y founded i n e a r l y 1 9 1 3 as a p a r e n t o r g a n i 
z a t i o n to 31 S e r b i a n a s s o c i a t i o n s , composed 
l a r g e l y o f peasant f a r m e r s . The d o r b s i n 
W o r l d K a r I a;pear t o have f e l t a S l a v i c e t h 
n i c l i n k t o the R u s s i a n s which made them f u n d a 
m e n t a l l y r e c e p t i v e to the O c t o b e r . e v o l u t i o n 
m I 9 I ' / . Moreover, the l i g n i t e c o a l m i n e r s of 
the L a u s i t z , a r e a were l a r g e l y S o r b s and r e c e p 
t i v e to r e v o l u t i o n ; Xo3!ta c a l l s them the 
" B r a u n k o h l e n p r o i e t a r i a t . " a s i m i l a r phenomenon 
was ob s e r v e d a t the end of o t l d ar I I , when 
S o r b s are s a i d to have g r e e t e d the S o v i e t army 
e n t hus i a s t i c a l l y . 
U n l i k e e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s w i t n which Americans 
are l i k e l y t o be more f a m i l i a r , the S o r b s have 
not had a n o t i c e a b l e s o r ; , r a t i s t s; i r i t , and 
t h e i r e t h n i c c h a r a c t e r i s p r e s e r v e d e s s e n t i a l l y 
i n c u l t u r a l a r e a s , s u c h as f o l k costume, dan
c e s , m u s i c , l i t e r a t u r e , and a r t . The bulk of 
tne s u b s t a n t i a l p u b l i s h i n g o f the d o r b i a n 
Domowina V e r l a g i s of a c u l t u r a l , n a t u r e , i n 
c l u d i n g much c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e m b o t h 
Upper S o r b i a n (spoken around B a u t z e n ) and 
Lower - o r b i a n (spoken around C o t t b u s ) . 
..s a companion volume t o a s o u r c e book sueh as 
Beno CyX' D i e SDH und die S o r o e n : S i n e Do!u-
m e n t a t i o n z u r K a t i o n a l i t a ' t e r s o l i t i k i n der DDR', 
Bau t z e n : Domowina,1969 , a o l t a ' s Abriß i s a 
u s e f u l l y i n f o r m a t i v e book w i c h adds d i m e n s i o n 
to what o o s t e s t c r n o r s must t'<p:art! as some-
thinp; o f an e t h n i c o d d i t y . 

R i c h a r d J . : u n d e l l 
Mew M e x i c o Stat.; U n i v e r s ' ty 

E x i l , D i e Ausbürgerung Wolf Bierr.pnns nu& d e r 
.-DU, e i n e D o k u m e n t a t i o n , i e t e j - hoos, Crs;:., 
m i t e i n e n V orwort von Güntiur W a l l r u f f , u n t o r 
M i t a r b e i t von o r m i n B r o e k e r und C a r l a B o n l o o u l l e . 
Köln: iLiepenheuer h W i t s c h , 1977. 

Der Utrsctilap, z e i g t den bärtigen bänger m i t 
G i t a r r e und DoLenrtäne.er, den d l i c k a n t w o r t 
b e r e i t i n d i e Menge g e r i c h t e t . D a r u n t e r s t o a t 
achmal das e c k i g e k o r t " E x i l . ' ' . Ks war von j e 
h e r das S c h i c k s a l des Sängers i n s E x i l gehen 
oder im E x i l b l e i b e n zu müssen, wenn e r m i t 
seinem Gesang etwas über s e i n e S e i t und i h - .. 
g e s e l l s c h a f t l i c h e n Verhältnisse auszusagen be
s t r e b t war*. Daß es .sich i n diesem F a l l t um 
e i n d e u t s c h e s S c h i c k s a l h a n d e l t , s i r n a l i s i " -
r e n d i e Karben: Schwarz-woiß-rct. 

l e t e r Koos h a t den Band i n Zusammenarbeit 
m i t A r m i n B r o e k e r und C a r l a B o u l u o u l l c h e r 
ausgegeben, Günter W a l l r a f f e i n Vorwort ge
s c h r i e b e n , i n dem e r d i e b e s o n c e r e u S c h w i e 
r i g k e i t e n e i n e s Sängers umreißt, dem d i e Grund
l a g e s e i n e r a r b e i t , d i e s p e z i f i s c h e g e s e l l -
c : a f t l i c h c S i t u a t i o n s e i n e s Ennc-s, e n t z o 

gen worden i s t . Man stützte s i c h d a b e i im we
s e n t l i c h e n a u f das von der sogenannten Bochu
mer B i e r m a n n - I n i t i a t i v e gesammelte M a t e r i a l , 
um a u f z u z e i g e n , wie d e r " F a l l a i e r m a n n " du r c h 
d i e 1resse i n Ost und West v o r b e r e i t e t , ge
s c h a f f e n und a u s g e s c h l a c h t e t worden i s t . Das 
Bochumer Komitee b c h a n u e l t c nen " F a l l " i n Zu
sammenhang m i t dem a l l g e m e i n anstehenden E! .--
ma B e r u f s v e r b o t . 

Man h a t s i c h um e i n e b r e i t g e s t r e u t e Dokumen
t a t i o n bemüht. C a r l a B o u l b o u l l e k o n z e n t r i e r t e 
s i c h a u f d i e kommentierung von r e i t e n der 
S E D und Did' und d i e Solidaritätsbekundunpen 
i n DDF und BED. P e t e r Koos u n t e r s u c h t e d i e 
m a o i s t i s c h e S i c h t , d i e H a l t u n g d e r i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l e n F r e s s e , d er A s p h a l t p r e s s e , d e r hon.-
t i o n und d e r seriösen Blätter der Bundesre
p u b l i k . Der Banc i s t w e i t e r h i n abgerundet und 
a u f g e l o c k e r t d u r c h e i n e U n t e r s u c h u n g des M i e 
d e r s c h l a g s i n der d e u t s c h e n I r e . s e k a r i k a t u r , 
i n b undesdeutschen L e s e r b r i e f e n , e i n i g e " I r d i 
s c h e " Kommentare und: e i n e a u f schlußreiche 
Sammlung von Umschreibungen Wolf Bi'-rmanns, 
i n d e r von d e r "empfindsamer P i c h t o r s e e l e " 
über (Jen ''Flf-Jahros-Zinmcr.<ingor'' B s zum 
"verklemmten K o r k e n im F l a s c h e n h a l s d e r E n t -
s p a n n u n g s p o l i t . i k " s o z i e m l i c h - a l l e s zu f i n d e n 
i s t , was dem k r a m p f h a f t um Original!'üt be
mühten s i r n e i n e s bundesdeutschen n o u r n a l i -
s t e n so e n t s p r i n g e n mag. 

Lo t r t l i c h w i r d d a b e i , daß nur d i e e r u s t z u -
ueiimenden Organe wie D i e Z e i t oder d i e 
i n Z s i c h bemüht haben, d i e Vorgänge' zu a n a l y 
sieret', und zu i n t e r p r e t i e r e r . , wahrend s i c h 
i i o übii/'e wosl.deutsche tue."..'., i n << e n t b i e t n ' , 
<r seht ichtem <utt tknmmunismus or..rr< p f f nnu 
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