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Rundell: Jan So%ta: Abri der sorbischen Geschichte

BOOK REVIEWS

Siebzehn scndne Fische., 3y lirtin Stude.
erlin: Buchverlag Der Morgen, 1976. 200 LALeS .
‘M 6,90.

Martin Stade's new collection of short stories
offers the reader a fascinating variety of themes
and structures which reflect the wuthor's beneve-
lently criticezl posture on contemporary GDR 1jfe.
Stade provides no fixed answers. itather, through
his blend of lively prose and diverse situations,
he sugrests many questions which the alert read: v
is encouraged to pender.

The subjects of these stories take us from arban
to rural enviromments, consicer younger and olcer
generationg, focus on concrete reality or fragile
fantasy. In spirited imaginative language whicl
reflects a mixture of resiguation and exnlosive
power, of veasant subtleties ard -ractical exXpui-
ience, Stude attempts to precent his view of the
GDR tcday. slthiough the individusl thenes nre
different, one main thought reoccurs. Man in
contemporary society should attempt to maintain

a personal integrity and balsnce amidst changing
social values. Sometimes the offort is success-
ful. The alternative can lead to exclusion and
isolation.

The idea of adjustment is rcinforced imn various
ways. Titles like '"Was ich triumte nach einer
deschimrfung," '"Von einem, der ¢lles doppelt sah,"
or "Der Betrukene' are suggestive of different
perspectives. Words and phrases throughcut the
stories also reinforce the ide. of new realities.
The notion of change is more subtle as when Usko-
reit, one of the many representatives of the old-
er generation, devarts "als liesse er fiir ewige
Zeit die Kneipe hinter sich." & nore dramatic
exanple of change is the retired wtudienrdtin,
who after losing her only companion ("Ls war nur

ein Hund'"), becomes 'die Trostlosigkeit in lerson.”

Intriguing is the pronounced role assumed by the
animal world. Animals serve 2s mirrors of ver-
vasive social types, or they reflect technologi-~
cal influence. l!'rowninent are the starlings ('Lie
scharf beobachten Stare') which are like "Stoli-
trupps...verzuglich organiziert." In the title
slory, however, the narrator's identification
with the fishes as Brilder result: from a total re-
Jection of technological socicty where one fish-
es with Eriepsgeriite,

The final story, "Der triisentkorb," reiterates
many of the previous themes. It also suggests
that there can be & pesitive reappraisal of the
future, that technology can be put in proper nexr-
spective, and that generation conflicts are sur-
mountable.

Published by New Prairie Press, 1977

Stade's collection i rniplly recommended ‘or thne
new or unacjuainted reader.
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Like ilzley's hwots, this vey pleusant bock is
hird to classify as fact or fiction, but hus
#n element of both. The author i- apuerently

a court rejorter and his book is g collection
of slightly fictionalized but essentialiy fue-
tual reports on crime and :unishment in the
contemporary Gk,

Tragiomidicn des alltups is lipht Pl ing,
perfectly suited to a sumier afteracon. Though
it deals vithi erime anu warng of tire punishment
for breaches of the criminal coags, it does nct
do 50 in a menacing or didactic way. Hather,
these are tzles of das §enscnliche ond das All-
zumenschliche, of human [+ilings and foibles.
ithey are cheerful little stories of embezzle-
ment, of marital infidelity, of bluck-market
activities, of bribery, of theft, but sluays
vresented with humor and lightness of touci.
In a very recl sense, the re:der cun fecl the
texture of daily life in the CQlk through these

short narratives. The jobs, Litles, and sala-
ries; the localities; the makes of the cars,

even the names of the people bring the daily
reality of GDK living vividly to the fore.
lrough rudolf Hirsch is sarcastic st times to
roint out the crrors of his tragi-comic heroes
ways, the oversall tone of his amusing, instruc-
tive narrstives is positive and optimistics it
is a book to be enjoyed by «Xl.

3 i
' s 1
di fdmmmdd
1 : . o ! W
o] freq S AT i e e P e & :
o 1 T
ETT EIRTE Mt Lowow e Yorlae, 2 1
T
i ! ¥
S Fo =1 liretin ol YeT e b 11
Uik should Lhelude Soms tearinl
L nsrity of about oo . Les,
L3y, ' Lian of ! 1o :
srhi Iy by 1 ! L


http://punishme.it

eral attenpty ot forced intepr-lion fsix'
late Viith cer tury, rost recenilty under
'hey are pow protected ex:licitly .y tne hha
conntitution, which states: der LI
gorbischer Nationulitiit haben das hkecht zur
{flere ihrer Muttersnrache und dultar. Jie
Austibung dieses leciits wird vom Ltaat pe-
firdert.! The dorbiar porulstion srea encom-
passes parts nf Jottbus and Jresden districts
awi centers - rim rily around Lae towns of

Lotthus ami Bautzen.  The Lorbs are well integ-
rated into soct

LI -
Slirge s

ciism and heve nade mmerous
contributinne to socialist culture, of which
the most widely inown is probsbly zuthor Juri]]
drérzan, tuwice I't*nnal trize winner (1954 and
10613 for his short stories, postiy, and the
}ele ianusch novel trilegy.

Ko¥ta's Lok is an abridged versice of the
four-volume Gescidichte der Sorben of which
three volumes have been publishod to date. In
3ix chapters, Yotta spans Loerulan Silstory from
the earliest tracezsble oripins of the Vest
Slavie Sorvian tribes wround the (th century A
up to the present, concentrating nioct he,vily
on the 19th and 20l centuries The sorhian
national orpaniration, the Aonoujnn, was Tor-
meyly founded in early 19135 i a parent organi-
zation to 21 Sorbilan sasocialicns, composed
lurgely of peassnt farmers. The Jorbs in

World Lar I appear to have fult a Llavic eth-
nic link to the Russians which rade trem funda-
mentally recevntive to the Cctober evolution

in 121%Y. loreover, the liguite coual miners of
the Lausitz arva were largely Sorbs and recep-
tive to revolution; Enlfu calls them the
"Iraunkohlenpreletariats!' o similar bhenomenon
wss observed at the ond of -orld ‘ar I, wien
Sorbs are said to have preeted the Doviet srmy
enthusiastically

Unlike ethnic mlnorities withn which ~mericans
are likely to 9e more famili-r, ko Lorbs have

nat had a noticewble seruraticot opirit, and
their etnnic character is rreserved essentially
in eultural srens, such o5 folk costume, dun-
ces, music, litersture, and art. The bulk of
tne substontisl publishing of the worbian
Somowina Verlog is of a cultural ncature, in-
cluding wuch children’s 1itercture 1n both
Uprer Sorbian (sheken around Bautzen) end
Lower Lorbian (sroken nround cottbus).

a5 @ companion volume to s source book such as
Seno Cy¥' Lie LK und die Sorben: .ine Lolu-
mentation zur lietionndititer-olitik in der LDk,
Bautzen: oomowine, 1069, Sotta'n sbhril is s
usefully infornetive hool weicn dimernscion
coteriers whact ropnrd as nore-
addity.
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L4l mich hemiht haben, die Vory

letzn Vol3[1% ADer nusbirrerung Wolf dicrcanns :—:11?3 de:

3, eine Lokumentation. 1vter Roos, irope,
wit einem Vorvort von Ginther wWallyoff, untor
Mitarbeit von svmin Broeker unc Cisla naula(q11
Foln: iliepenheuer & Litsch, 1077,

ser Unschlag reipt den birtipen Siinper mit
Gitarre und lolenctiincer, den dlick antwo;t-
oereit in die Menpre gerichtet. Darunter steit
schimal das eckipe Wort "Exil'. bs war von je-
ner das Schicksal des Shngers ins Fxil gehen
oder im Exil hleiben zu missen, wvenn er nit
seinem Gesanp etwas Uber seine Jeit und idire
resellachaftlichen Verhiltninse mnszusape: be-
strebt war. Lal es siech in dicaem Falle unm
vin deutsches Schicksal handelt, sienalicio-
ren die Farben: Schvarg-weil-rot.

ieter Roos hat den Band in Dusanmonarbedt

mil Armin Broeker und Corla 3eulnoull? her-
susgepeben, flinter Wallraff ain Yorwort re-
schrieben, in dem er die besonderen Schwie-
rigkeiten eines Sinpers umreifity dem die Crund-
laFe seiner arbeit, die sperifische pesell-
schaftliche Lituation scines Landes, entzo-
fretl worden 1st, kan stiitzte sich dabei im ve-
sentlichen au’ das von der copenannten Hochu-
mer Sicrmann-lnitiative pesommelte lintorial,
um aufgurzeigen, wie der "“I'all Liormann' Surch
die lresse in Ust und Vest vorlereitet, pe-
schaffen und auspeschlachtet worden ist,. Dos
Bochumer Kormitee behancelte cen "Fall? in Yu-
ssmmerhatis mit dem allpemein anstehenden The-
ma Berufsverbotl,

Mo hat sich um eine breit
taticn beniiht.

restreute Cokunern-
Coarla Houlboulld kenzentriere
cich auf die hommentierung ven seiten der

SED und DRI und die Solidarititsbekundunger:
in DDR wund BkD, Peter Roeos untorsuchte die
macistische Lichi, die altung der interna-
tionalen bresse, der Asphaltpresse, der Reabi-
tinn und der seridsen Bliltter der Sundesre-
publik, ber Bang ist weiterhin abperundet und
aufpelockert durch eine Un*ersuchung liig=
derschluags in der deutschen lrecsekarikatur,
in bundesdeutochen Leserbriefer, einire "ly:i-
sche Lormentare und eine sufschlufireiche
Sammlung, von Umischreibungen Wolf Bicrmanne,
in der von der "emnpfindsamen Dichterseele"
iber den "Elf-dahres-Zimmerainger™ s wum
'vervlemmten rorken im Flascrenhals der Dnt-

syatnuneepolitilkso ziemlich 2lles zu finden
ist, wac dem krampfhaft um Cripinali 't bee-

muibilen girn eines bundesdeutschen oournali-

sten so entsprineen map.

Leutlich wird dabel, dafl nur d¢ie ernstzue
nehmenden Urgane wie Die deit  oder die

Tnpe o oanaly-
zu interpretierer, wiheeod | {ei
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