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GDR BULLETIN 
NEWSLETTER FOR LITERATURE AND CULTURE IN THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

POSTAGE DUE 
Overseas readers who wish to re c e i v e the 
B u l l e t i n by a i r m a i l are reminded to send 
$3.00 i n check or p o s t a l r e p l y coupons to 
cover the cost of t h i s s e r v i c e f o r 1978. 

******** 

CHANGES AND RECONSIDERATIONS . . . 

A f t e r three years of p u b l i s h i n g the B u l l e t i n 
on a q u a r t e r l y b a s i s which was i n v a r i a b l y i n 
c o n f l i c t w i t h the academic schedules of i t s 
volunteer s t a f f , the e d i t o r i a l board has 
decided t o is s u e the B u l l e t i n on a more man­
ageable b a s i s : Henceforth i t w i l l appear three 
times during the academic year — F a l l , Win­
ter, and S p r i n g . Since t h i s d e c i s i o n was 
f i n a l i z e d a f t e r the p u b l i c a t i o n of V o l . I l l , 
No. 3s readers should note that the October 
1977 i s s u e i s the l a s t f o r t h a t calendar 
year. 

******** 

T h i s i s s u e c a r r i e s a s p e c i a l supplement: a 
six-page B i b l i o g r a p h y of GDR L i t e r a t u r e i n 
E n g l i s h T r a n s l a t i o n . S u r p r i s e d as even the 
compilers are by the number of works a v a i l ­
able i n t r a n s l a t i o n , no c l a i m i s made f o r 
completeness. We w i l l g l a d l y p u b l i s h p e r i ­
odic updates and c o r r e c t i o n s based on reader 
submissions. The d e c i s i o n t o exclude B e r t o l t 
Brecht from t h i s l i s t was based on the r e l ­
a t i v e l y easy access to h i s work i n E n g l i s h 
t r a n s l a t i o n . The d e c i s i o n to i n c l u d e w r i t e r s 
who have emigrated or been e x p e l l e d from the 
GDR i n the l a s t year — such as Wolf Biermann, 
Thomas Brasch, Bernd J e n t z s c h , Sarah K i r s c h , 
and Rainer Kunze — i s based on a fundamental 
p o l i c y d e c i s i o n of the e d i t o r i a l board: Wri­
t e r s who f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons choose or are 
forced to remain outside the GDR w i l l s t i l l 
be considered as belonging to tha t l i t e r a t u r e 
as long as t h e i r w r i t i n g r e f l e c t s t h i s asso­
c i a t i o n . At the time the B u l l e t i n was es­
t a b l i s h e d , i t seemed important to formulate 

the s u b t i t l e (Newsletter f o r L i t e r a t u r e and 
C u l t u r e i n the German Democratic R e p u b l i c ) t o 
make c l e a r t h a t i t was not a p u b l i c a t i o n of 
the GDR. I r o n i c a l l y , a s t r i c t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of t h a t p r e p o s i t i o n today would create the 
opposite impression from what was intended... 

VISITING LECTURERS 
JUREK BECKER 

GDR author Jurek Becker (Jakob der Lügner,. 
Irreführung der Behörden, Der Boxer) w i l l 
be a r t i s t - i n - r e s i d e n c e at O b e r l i n C o llege 
t h i s semester, from mid-February through 
mid-May. During t h i s p e r i o d , he i s w i l l i n g 
to make appearances i n the Midwest. A f t e r 
mid-May he w i l l be a v a i l a b l e f o r engagements 
f u r t h e r a f i e l d i n the United S t a t e s . Persons 
wishing.to i n v i t e him should contact Richard 
Z i p s e r , Department of German, O b e r l i n C o l l e g e , 
O b e r l i n , Ohio, 44o?4. 

* * * * * * * * 

HANS JOACHIM BERNHARD 
Prof e s s o r Hans Joachim Bernhard of the Sek­
t i o n für Sprache und L i t e r a t u r w i s s e n s c h a f t a t 
Wilhelm-Pieck-Universität, Rostock, i s at 
Brown U n i v e r s i t y as guest p r o f e s s o r t h i s 
semester. Bernhard's f i e l d i s BRD l i t e r a t u r e 
( H e i n r i c h Boll) and he i s the d i r e c t o r of 
the BDR volume of the DDR l i t e r a t u r e h i s t o r y . 
He w i l l be i n the United States through 
June 1978. Persons wishing to i n v i t e him 
f o r speaking engagements should contact him 
through the department of German, Brown 
U n i v e r s i t y , Providence, R. I . 02912 
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