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GDR BULLETIN 
NEWSLETTER FOR LITERATURE AND CULTURE IN THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

V o l . IV, No. 2 

DRESDEN ART EXHIBIT 

A loan agreement was signed on March 13$ 1978 
between the S t a a t l i c h e Kunstsammlungen Dresden 
and three major American Museums f o r an e x h i 
b i t i o n e n t i t l e d "The Splendor of Dresden: F i v e 
Centuries of A r t C o l l e c t i n g " . The e x h i b i t i o n 
w i l l be shown at the N a t i o n a l G a l l e r y of A r t 
i n Washington DC May 30 - September 4, at the 
Me t r o p o l i t a n Museum of A r t i n New York October 
17 - January 13, 1979, and at the Fine A r t s 
Museum of San Fr a n c i s c o February 18 - May 26, 
1979- The event w i l l f e a t u r e over 700 works of 
a r t from f i v e c e n t u r i e s , making i t the most 
comprehensive e x h i b i t i o n of a r t the GDR has yet 
sent abroad. 

******** 

f p r i n p , 1978 

GDR WORKSHOP 
The next s e s s i o n of the workshop "DDR-Literatur 
und DDR-Germanistik" w i l l take place at the 
Karl-Arnold-Bildungsstätte i n Bonn beginning 
September 29 - October 1 , 1978. Two papers are 
planned to be presented on K l e i s t r e c e p t i o n 
i n the GDR and two others w i l l d i s c u s s C h r i s t a 
Wolf's two most recent novels. Dirk G r a t h o f f , 
C h r i s t a Thomassen, and H e i n r i c h Mohr are a n t i 
c i p a t e d to present these t o p i c s . A'reading by 
Hans Joachim Schädlich i s a l s o planned. 
In a d d i t i o n to Jörg B i l k e ' s involvement i n t h i s 
workshop, he has a l s o r e c e n t l y organized a con
ference a t the Ost-Akademie i n Königstein from 
A p r i l 7 - 9 on GDR l i t e r a t u r e s i n c e E r i c h Hon-
ecker (1971 - 1978), which i s planned to be 
repeated during May or June,1978. 

VISITING LECTURERS 
P r o f e s s o r F r i t z Bennewitz, d i r e c t o r of the 
Deutsches N a t i o n a l t h e a t e r i n Weimar, i s c u r 
r e n t l y i n New York C i t y d i r e c t i n g a production 
of Goethe's Faust, P a r t I . Bennewitz, who i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l known f o r h i s Brecht and 
Shakespeare productions, was the d i r e c t o r of 
a c o n t r o v e r s i a l Faust production i n Weimar 
i n 1976. He i s a l s o cooperating with the 
Museum of Modern A r t i n o f f e r i n g a Brecht 
f i l m f e s t i v a l . 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
MLA 78 

There w i l l be a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on"Anna Seghera 
A S o c i a l i s t Woman W r i t e r " a t the MLA Conventior 
i n New York i n December. In a d d i t i o n to the 
S p e c i a l Session and the f o l l o w i n g workshop, a 
f i l m evening i s planned, p o s s i b l y w i t h "The 
Seventh Cross" (1944) or "Die Toten b l e i b e n 
jung" (1968) or 'TUf Reise der Agathe Schwei
g e r t " (1969)* For a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n , con
t a c t P e t e r Beicken or Elke F r e d e r i k s e n at the 
Dept. of Germanic and S l a v i c L&L, U n i v e r s i t y of 
Maryland, College Park, Md., 2 0 ? 4 2 . 

TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE 
INTERNATIONALE HOCHSCHULFERIENKURSE IN DER DDR 

Die DDR führt i n diesem Sommer wieder 11 Hoch
s c h u l f e r i e n k u r s e für ausländische Germanisten 
durch, i n denen neben s p r a c h l i c h e n Q u a l i f i k a t i 
onen auch landeskundliche Informationen und 
Kenntnisse über die DDR, i h r e G e s e l l s c h a f t und 
deren Probleme, v e r m i t t e l t werden s o l l e n . Die 
Kurse r i c h t e n s i c h an Germanisten, L i t e r a t u r -
und Sprachwissenschaftler, Landeskundler, F o r 
scher, Methodiker, Lektoren, Deutschlehrer, Uber
s e t z e r und Studenten. Teilnehmergebühren : 
55o M + 20 M Einschreibegebühren f . Germanisten, 
330 M + 20 M Einschreibegeb. f . Studentenkurse ; 
Hi n t e r Ort und Daten wird i n Klammern auf Kurs
schwerpunkte verwiesen. 
Germanistenkurse : 
B e r l i n , 30.6.-23.7.78 (Fremdsprachenmethodik); 
Weimar I , 1.7.-24.7.78 ( L i t e r a t u r w i s s e n s c h a f t , 
Brechtforschung und - r e z e p t i o n i n der DDR); 
Weimar I I , 26.7.-18.8.78 (Sprachwissenschaft und 
S t i l i s t i k ) ; Dresden, 9.8.-1.9.78 ( w i s s e n s c h a f t l . -
technische Sprachentwicklung, Ubersetzungstheorie) 
Karl-Marx-Stadt, 3.7.-29.7.78 (sprachwissenschaft
l i c h e , p s y c h o l i n g u i s t i s c h e Grundlagen für Deutsch 
a l s Fremdsprache); L e i p z i g , 4.7.-27.7.78 (Fremd
sprachenmethodik , - U n t e r r i c h t ) ; 1
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Studentenkurse : 
B e r l i n , 30.6.-23.7*78 ( T r a d i t i o n und Entwicklung 
s o z i a l . N a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r der DDR); H a l l e , 9.7. -
30.7.78 ( L i t e r a t u r g e s c h i c h t e und - g e s c h i c h t s -
schreibung am B e i s p i e l deutscher K l a s s i k ) ; 
Rostock 8.7.-30.7.78 (marx.-lenin. L i t e r a t u r t h e o 
r i e , human, und revolutionäre T r a d i t i o n s l i n i e ) ; 
G r e i f s w a l d , 3.7.-23*7.78 (Landes- und Gegenwarts
kunde, K u l t u r p o l i t i k der DDR). 
Kursgebühren schließen Unterkunft, Verpflegung, 
L e h r m a t e r i a l , Exkursionen und Veranstaltungen 
e i n . Zu dem Programmangebot gehören Phonetik-
und Sprachübungen, Exkursionen i n d i e Umgebung, 
Diskussionen mit Personen des p o l i t i s c h e n , k u l 
t u r e l l e n und w i s s e n s c h a f t l i c h e n Lebens, S c h r i f t 
s t e l l e r l e s u n g e n , sowie F i l m - , Theatec- und Kon-
?ertbesuche. Nicht e n t h a l t e n i n den Gebühren 
Anmeldungen s o l l t e n b i s zum 30.Mai 78 b e i den 
betreffenden V e r a n s t a l t e r n eingehen, desgleichen 
di e Gebührenüberweisung. A l s Termin g e l t e n e r s t e s 
und l e t z t e s Datum der j e w e i l i g e n Kurse. Für 
weitere Informationen wenden S i e s i c h b i t t e an : 

Embassy of the German democratic Republi 
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

TEACHING IN THE GDR 
The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r was c o n t r i b u t e d to the 
BULLETIN : 
From February to June 1977 I taught American 
H i s t o r y and Contemporary Problems a t M a r t i n 
Luther U n i v e r s i t y , H a l l e , and b i l a t e r a l c l a s s e s 
at K a r l Marx U n i v e r s i t y , L e i p z i g . Teaching i n the 
GDR i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t from the North 
American system : A student i s not admitted i n t o 
a u n i v e r s i t y but i n t o a program, each program 
being independent from the next. The students 
then become pa r t of a c o l l e c t i v e . For example,the 
35 students admitted every year to the E n g l i s h 
program at H a l l e are d i v i d e d i n t o two seminar 
c o l l e c t i v e s , which l i v e together i n the same pa r t 
of the dormitory, develop a common c u l t u r a l , a t h 
l e t i c and p o l i t i c a l program*and take a l l courses 
together. Since a l l teachers i n the GDR must 
s p e c i a l i z e i n two s u b j e c t s , they take a heavy 
academic lo a d : my group had 35 hours of c l a s s e s 
every week, i n c l u d i n g p r a c t i c a l E n g l i s h and 
Russian, grammar courses, E n g l i s h , American and 
Russian l i t e r a t u r e and h i s t o r y , E n g l i s h and Ameri
can contemporary problems, pedagogy e t c . S p e c i a l 
advantages f o r entrance are given to a p p l i c a n t s 
from working c l a s s background. Furthermore,90% 
of the students were women. 90% of them a l s o 
r e c e i v e d s t i p e n d s . The department expects that 
by a d m i t t i n g 35 students, i t w i l l have 35 teachers 
At H a l l e so f a r nobody has f a i l e d E n g l i s h , though 
a few d i d f a i l Russian. The c o l l e c t i v i t y seems 
to prevent poor performance : Because ones grades 

are p u b l i c knowledge and the c o l l e c t i v e i s judged 
according t o i t s o v e r a l l academic performance, i t 
i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of everybody to help s t u 
dents w i t h poor performance. On the whole the 
q u a l i t y of the students was outstanding, espe
c i a l l y t h e i r a b i l i t y to present w r i t t e n and o r a l 
r e p o r t s i n a second language. The students have 
much contact w i t h f o r e i g n students, e s p e c i a l l y 
w i t h those from the T h i r d World c o u n t r i e s . 
Perhaps the most p o s i t i v e r e f l e c t i o n of t h e i r 
system was voiced by a student who asked me why 
young people i n North America go to the u n i v e r s i t y 
when there i s no guarantee of a job. On the 
negative s i d e , i s s u e s propagandized by the GDR 
such as V i e t Nam, C h i l e e t c seem to stay on the 
su r f a c e . For example the students had no back
ground knowledge of the h i s t o r y of V i e t Nam be
fore the U.S. i n t e r v e n t i o n . 
T e n t a t i v e l y , a GDR collegue from the E n g l i s h 
department w i l l v i s i t John Abbott c o l l e g e i n 
March 1978, to explore e s t a b l i s h i n g a teacher ex
change next year. 
Readers w i t h f u r t h e r questions or i n t e r e s t i n 
arranging a l e c t u r e on these experiences please 
contact the author : Alan Z.Weiss , 
John Abbott C o l l e g e , P.O.Box 2ooo 
Ste.Anne de B e l l e v u e , P.Q. Canada 

GDR B u l l e t i n 

P ublished three times a year. Correspon
dence should be addressed t o : P a t r i c i a 
Herminghouse, e d i t o r , Dept. of Germanic 
Languages and L i t e r a t u r e s , Box 1104, 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y , S t . L o u i s , Mo. 

or to 

Book Reviews - Barton Byg, Henning Fülbier, 
M a r i l y n H e l t 

Research i n Progress - Reinhart J o s t 
Notes i n B r i e f - Reinhart J o s t , Barton Byg 
Conferences - Pet e r Jesse 
T r a v e l and Exchange - I n g r i d Weigand 
V i s i t i n g L e c t u r e r s - Henning Fülbier, I n g r i d 

Weigand 
Bib l i o g r a p h y - L e s l i e Adelson, Susan Hegger, 

Lynne Layton 

A l l of the above can be contacted through 
Box 1104, Washington U n i v e r s i t y . 

Regional C o n t r i b u t i n g E d i t o r s : 
Helen Fehervary, Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y ; 
Frank Hirschbach, U n i v e r s i t y of Minnesota; 
H.C. H u e t t i c h , U n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i 
f o r n i a ; Theodor Langenbruch, Georgia I n s t , 
of Technology; C h r i s t i a n e Zehl Romero, T u f t s 
U n i v e r s i t y ; Marc D. Silberman, U n i v e r s i t y 
of Texas-San Antonio 
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