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GDR B U L L E T I N 
NEWSLFHB! LHERATÎ E AND CULTURE ^ THE 0EMOCRAHÜ REBJEUC 

V o l . IV, No. 3 F a l l , 1978 

C O N F E R E N C E S 
WORLD FELLOWSHIP CEiJTER - 1978 

The F o u r t h Annual GDR Symposium was he l d at 
the World F e l l o w s h i p Center near Conway, N.H. 
from June 16-23, 1978. Over f o r t y s c h o l a r s i n 
v a r i o u s d i s c i p l i n e s (German s t u d i e s , sociology; 
economics, E n g l i s h ) from the U.S., Canada, the 
F3G and E a s t e r n Europe p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
week-lcng program of workshops and seminars. 
Areas of c o n c e n t r a t i o n were the w r i t i n g s of 
Jurek Becker (papers were presented by Nancy 
Lauckner, "Jurek Becker's Treatment of the 
P a s t , " and Theodor Langenbruch, "Jurek Becker*? 
Irreführung der Behörden: Roots and R a m i f i c a 
t i o n s of Conformism and Non-ccnformism"; the 
GDR f i l m "Jakob der Lügner" was viewed and dis
cussed) , changing sex r o l e s i n GDR s o c i e t y 
(papers by Margaret E. Ward, "Changing Sex 
Roles and Role P l a y i n g i n Heiner Müller's 
Weiberkomcdie and Vo l k e r Braun's T i n k a , " Chris
t i a n e Zehl Romero, "The F i c t i o n of Marriage -
On the Treatment of Love and Marriage i n ths 
GDR N o v e l , " Joan L e v i n E c k l e i n , "Career and a 
Fam i l y : S o c i a l P o l i c i e s and t h e i r Implementa
t i o n i n the GDR") and the t e a c h i n g of GDR l i t e -
r a t u r e and c u l t u r e (papers by F r i t z König,"The 
I n t e g r a t i o n of GDR Poetry i n t o German L i t e r a 
t ure C l a s s e s , " and Margy Gerber, "On the Tea
c h i n g of GDR L i t e r a t u r e and C u l t u r e : B i b l i o 
graphy and Two Course P r o p o s a l s " w i t h d i s c u s - . 
s i o n by Art h u r W. McCardle). I n a d d i t i o n , pa
pers were read on a v a r i e t y of l i t e r a r y works 
and t o p i c s (Wolfgang E r t l , "Recent Poetry of 
Eva S t r i t t m a t t e r and V o l k e r 3raun: On the Posi
t i o n of the I n d i v i d u a l i n S o c i a l i s t S o c i e t y of 
the GDR," U r s u l a Lawson, ''Science and Techno
logy i n C h r i s t a Wolf's A Tomcat's New Views on 
L i f e , " and Joan E. Holmes, "The F a i r y Tale i n 
the GDR: The Uses of Enchantment and Dis e n 
chantment"), on the r e c e p t i o n o f GDR l i t e r a 
t ure (Duncan Smith, " S o v i e t Reception of GDR 
L i t e r a t u r e 1966-76") and on v a r i o u s s o c i a l and 
economic t o p i c s ( Volker Gransow, " C u l t u r a l 

Needs and the Working C l a s s i n the German Demo
c r a t i c R e p u b l i c ; " Janos Timar,"Econcmism-Con-
sumerism i n Hungary and the GDR" wi t h d i s c u s 
s i o n by Lynn Turgeon; and C h r i s t o p h Schmauch, 
"An Update on Church-State R e l a t i o n s i n the 
GDR and the Role of R e l i g i o n i n S o c i a l i s t So
c i e t i e s " ) . Addresses of those who gave papers 
can be obtained from C h r i s t o p h Schmauch, World 
F e l l o w s h i p Center, Conway, N.H. 03818. This 
was the f i r s t time i n the four year h i s t o r y o: 
the GDR Symposium th a t i t s g o a l of being t r u l ^ . 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y was r e a l i z e d . There was ope? 
debate on the d i f f e r i n g approaches to the stud 
of the GDR; the Germanists, s o c i o l o g i s t s , eco
nomists and others i n attendance soon r e a l i z e : 
t h a t i t was necessary to de f i n e t h e i r concept,-
and b a s i c understandings of GDR l i t e r a t u r e anc 
s o c i e t y . A r e s u l t of t h i s r e a l i z a t i o n was the 
sc h e d u l i n g of an opening panel d i s c u s s i o n f o r 
the 1979 Symposium, at which the v a r i o u s d i s 
c i p l i n a r y approaches to the s u b j e c t can be 
a i r e d . The r e l a x e d atmosphere of the World 
F e l l o w s h i p Center was, as u s u a l , h i g h l y con
ducive to d i s c u s s i o n and the exchanging of 
i d e a s . The New Hampshire Symposium i s the onl^ 
conference I know at which there i s time to 
r e l a x and d i s c u s s i n d e t a i l the work being 
presented. ^ b ^ 

3owling Green S t a t e Univ. 

******** 

WORLD FELLOWSHIP CENTER - 1979 
The F i f t h Annual GD3 Symposium w i l l a g a i n be 
hel d at the WFC i n Conway, N.H., from June 13 
- 22, 1979. The approach w i l l be i n t e r d i s c i p l i 
nary. S c h o l a r s i n economics, h i s t o r y , politicä 
and s o c i a l science,as w e l l as Germanists are 
encouraged to p a r t i c i p a t e . Papers are being 
s o l i c i t e d f o r the f o l l o w i n g workshops and se
minars : 
Panel D i s c u s s i o n : I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y Perspec
t i v e s on the Nature and F u n c t i o n of the A r t s 
i n the GDR - Duncan Smith, Dept. of German, 
Brown U n i v e r s i t y , Providence, R.I. 02912. 
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Workshop I : The Teaching of GDR L i t e r a t u r e and 
C u l t u r e - Margy Gerber, Dept. of German and 
R u s s i a n , Howling Green S t a t e Univ., Bowling 
Green, Chio 4 ß 4 0 3 . 

Workshop I I : Contemporary Music i n the GDR -
Theodor Langenbruch, Dept. of ML, G e o r g i a 
I n s t i t u t e of Technology, A t l a n t a , Ga. 3 0 3 3 2 . 

Seminar I : The Problem of Tragedy i n GDR L i t e 
r a t u r e - Margaret 3. Ward, Dept. of German, 
W e l l e s l e y C o l l e g e , W e l l e s l e y , Mass. 0 2 1 8 l . 

Seminar 11: T r a d i t i o n and I n n o v a t i o n i n GDR 
P o e t r y - Wolfgang E r t l , Dept. of German, Univ, 
of Iowa, Iowa C i t y , Iowa 322^-2. 

Seminar 111: I n f l u e n c e s from E a s t and West i n 
GDR C u l t u r e and S o c i e t y - Duncan Smith, Brown 
Uni v . 

Seminar IV: C u l t u r a l P o l i t i c s i n the 7 0 ' s -
Theodor Langenbruch, G e o r g i a I n s t i t u t e of 
Technology; V o l k e r Gransow, Pädagogische Hoch-
s c h u l e , B i e l e f e l d . 

Seminar V: Mass Media i n the GDR - U r s u l a Law-
son, Dept. of ML, Ohio Univ., Athens, Ohio 
4 5 7 0 1; Margaret Morse, B a c h e l o r s and F i n e 
A r t s Program, Univ. of San F r a n c i s c o , 28CO 
Turk 31vd., S.F. 9 ^ 1 1 8 . 

Seminar VI: S o c i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s i n the GDR -
Margy Gerber, 3 o w l i n g Green S t a t e Univ., Joan 
E c k l e i n , Dept. of S o c i o l o g y , 3oston S t a t e C o l 
l e g e , Boston, Mass. 0 2 1 3 3 * 

Seminar V I I : C u r r e n t Trends i n GDR' L i t e r a t u r e -
C h r i s t i a n e Zehl Romero, Dept. of German and 
Ru s s i a n , T u f t s U n i v e r s i t y , Medford, Mass. 
C 2 1 3 5 . 

T o p i c s of proposed papers should be submitted 
to the r e s p e c t i v e seminar/workshoo o r g a n i z e r s 
by Feb. 1 0 , 1 9 7 9 ; summaries are due by A p r i l 3 G 
Papers should not exceed t h i r t y minutes i n 
l e n g t h . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n on the sympo
sium con t a c t W. C h r i s t o p h Schmauch, World F e l 
l o w s h i p Center, Conway, N.H. 0 3 8 l 8 . 

MLA SPECIAL SESSION 
The t o n i c o f t h i s y e a r ' s S p e c i a l S e s s i o n on the 
GDR is'"Recent Developments i n GDR P o e t r y , " 
P r e s e n t a t i o n s w i l l be g i v e n by p a n e l i s t s Jay 
R o s e l l i n i , MIT, on V o l k e r 3raun; Alexander 
S t e f a n , UCLA, on t e c h n o l o g i c a l imagery i n GDR 
p o e t r y of the s i x t i e s and s e v e n t i e s ; Joan Holmes 
Kansas, on l y r i c s t r a t e g i e s i n very r e c e n t GDR' 
p o e t r y . To support the f i n a l p r e s e n t a t i o n and 
encourage d i s c u s s i o n , a sampling of r e c e n t un
p u b l i s h e d poetry w i l l be p o l y c o p i e d and d i s t r i 
buted to the audience. The S p e c i a l S e s s i o n w i l l 
take p l a c e on December 29 from 1 : 0 0 - 2 : 1 3 i ^ the 
Regency Foyer of 'he Americana H o t e l i n New York 
C o - c h a i r s are Ann C l a r k Fehn, Harvard; Sara 
Lennox, U n i v e r s i t y of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
As p r e v i o u s l y announced, there w i l l a l s o be a 

T R A V E L A N D E X C H A N G E 
Even though the d e a d l i n e f o r 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 a p p l i c a 
t i o n s f o r IREX ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research and Ex
changes Board) was November 1 of t h i s y e a r , i t 
might s t i l l be of i n t e r e s t to those p l a n n i n g 
f u r t h e r ahead to know t h a t grants are a v a i l a b l e 
to s e n i o r s c h o l a r s , young f a c u l t y and advanced 
graduate students (those who w i l l have comple
ted ^ 1 Ph.D. requirements except the d i s s e r t a 
t i o n by the time of p a r t i c i p a t i o n ) who wish to 
study or r e s e a r c h i n the GDR. P e r i o d s abroad 
are one semester or academic y e a r . Write to 
IREX, 110 E. 5 9 t h S t . , N.Y.N.Y. 1 C C 2 2 . 

A reminder about the e x h i b i t e n t i t l e d "The 
Splendor of Dresden: F i v e C e n t u r i e s of A r t 
C o l l e c t i n g " which w i l l be shown.at the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Museum of A r t i n New York from 
October 17^1aruary 13, 1979, and at the F i n e 
A r t s Museum of San F r a n c i s c o from February l 8 -
May 2 6 , 1979. The event w i l l f e a t u r e over 700 
works of a r t from f i v e c e n t u r i e s . 

GDR B u l l e t i n 

P u b l i s h e d three times a y e a r . Correspondenc 
should be addressed t o : P a t r i c i a -erminghou. 
e d i t o r , Dept. of Germanic Languages and 
L i t e r a t u r e s , 3ox 110^, Washington U n i v e r s i b 
S t . L o u i s , Mo. 6 3 1 3 0 

or to 

3ook Reviews - E l a i n e Gress, A l i s o n Hope, 
E d i t h W a l d s t e i n 

Research i n Progress - P e t r a Mergenthaler, 
Karen Jankowsky 

Notes i n 3 r i e f - P e t e r Jesse 
Conferences - P e t e r Jesse 
T r a v e l and Exchange - L e s l i e Adelson 
V i s i t i n g L e c t u r e s - L e s l i e Adelson 
B i b l i o g r a p h y - Andreas Fürst, Tineke 

R i t m e e s t e r , I n g r i d Weigand 
E d i t o r i a l A s s t . - I n g r i d Weigand 

A l l of the above can be c o n t a c t e d through 
Box 1104, Washington U n i v e r s i t y 
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