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CODE

In the Flint Hills
when walking, touch
the bluestem half-
way down the blade
to feel a finished thought

not yet in words.

Wait for squirrels
to make it halfway
up the cottonwoods
before approaching, and
don’t look for redemption.

In these hills,

you make your own.

Tyler Sheldon is a graduate instructor at Emporia State University. His poems
and reviews have appeared in many jowrnals. Sheldon is a two-time Association
of Whriters & Whriting Programs Intro Journals Award nominee, and he has been
featured on Kansas Public Radio.
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