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people.  There’s a richness of knowledge 

here that I never had before.”

She says country living contributes 

to her creativity in a way she didn’t 

expect. “It’s sitting in the quiet and 

hearing the birds, and having the sun 

shine on my face because there are 

no tall buildings,” she says.  “Being in 

nature opens up my senses in a way that 

makes my writing better.”

In addition to individuals who 

are attracted to Matfield Green, one 

educational institution, Wichita State 

University’s School of Art, Design, 

and Creative Industries, sees the town 

as a site for giving students hands-

on, outside-the-classroom learning 

experiences.  Beginning this year 

graduate students will earn course credit 

for working on projects related to the 

prairie/sculpture path taking shape 

immediately north of Matfield.

Sculptor Bill McBride conceived the 

path, which is on his land alongside 

Kansas Highway 177, and he is 

developing the path in partnership with 

Ton Haak and the Center for Living 

Education.  McBride says the completed 

path will give Scenic Byway travelers a 

place to stop and experience art while 

meandering through tallgrass prairie, 

over a stone arch bridge, and through 

the remnants of Matfield’s historic 

cattle pens.  Artists from Kansas and 

beyond have proposed sculptures and art 

installations for the path.

Less than a mile north of the 

sculpture path, the nonprofit Pioneer 

Bluffs Foundation will offer “Saturday 

Music Matinees” in 2016.  The matinees 

will feature classical music performed 

in the loft of the newly renovated 

barn, says Lynn Smith, Pioneer Bluffs’ 

executive director. 

All of these arts-related activities 

in Matfield Green enrich the lives of 

visitors and residents alike, and they 

can benefit the local economy.  When 

people move to Matfield or come for 

art residencies or vacations, or when 

travelers visit the galleries, they usually 

spend money in the area. Arts-related 

projects also can create local jobs. 

Don Wolfe, a photographer in the 

Matfield Green community and past 

member of the Pioneer Bluffs Foundation 

Board of Directors, says his work as 

chair of that board’s art committee 

reinforced for him the key role the arts 

can play in economic development.  “In 

a small community like Matfield Green, 

it may be the only thing that can fuel 

economic development, so it’s extremely 

important,” he says.

Other arts-related projects for Matfield 

Green are in the dreaming stage or on the 

drawing board, including a third artist-in-

residence program – so stay tuned!

Paula Haas is a retired journalist from the 

Kansas City area who has lived in Matfield 

Green for four years. She is a graduate 

of the William Allen White School of 

Journalism and Mass Communications at 

the University of Kansas.  She occasionally 

works as a freelance writer and editor for 

clients in Kansas and beyond. 
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