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A FLI N T H I LLS LEG AC Y: G R ASS AN D C ATTLE
When Ezra Beedle homesteaded land in the Flint
Hills in the 1800s, he saw a vast sea of tallgrass prairie
with wide-open spaces and few trees.
When my sister, Kay Lauer, and I first bought land in the Flint Hills in 1979 –
later to become the Homestead Ranch – we discovered soon afterwards that our
great-grandfather, Ezra Beedle, had homesteaded the same property. What an
incredible discovery!
In 2005 I put most of my ranch in a conservation easement held by The Nature
Conservancy. With the easement, if Ezra Beedle were to return 200 years after
homesteading, he would still recognize his land; it would still be tallgrass prairie with
wide-open spaces and few trees.
My conservation easement allows for ranching operations to remain largely
unencumbered. My right to burn and sustainably graze has not been affected by
the easement. Though I have full control of access by others, the easement also
allows for hunting and fishing and hiking and camping and the right of quiet
enjoyment. The easement does, however, prohibit plowing and incompatible
development, such as non-agricultural buildings, golf courses, motorcycle tracks,
and ranchettes. The bottom line of the easement is to keep this prairie the way it
has been for the last 150 years.
MAJESTIC HILLS

Allan Chow

Grass management is the most important part of any rancher’s life, and it is
certainly mine. I have managed this property for the past thirty-five years with a cow
herd, raising calves each year and selling them, and keeping the cow as my factory to
harvest the grass. I also lease part of the ranch during the summer for yearling cattle,
which is the most common grazing practice in the Flint Hills.
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