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Two Projects 

Michel Kagan 

The seat of the HLM offices at Alens;on 
in lower Normandy is located in an 
uncrowded quarter made up of small 
two-story homes. The integrating 
principle consisted of building along the 
street in a continuous manner while 
freeing up a space in the center of the 
site for a garden structured on a play of 
stone walls . The shape of the site 
determined the outlines of the building. 
The important parts of the program are 
contained in a curved volume raised 
above the plaza that will serve as a node 
at the corner of the two streets to guide 
the visitor into the hall, while also 
allowing for access and views into the 
interior garden. The hall as a buckle-like 
space becomes the theme of the project. 
The thickness of the southern facade 
incorporates a number of interior and 
exterior functions that are resolved in the 
design of the section: the pipes are 
contained in the wall, the blinds and 
sun-breakers are framed in to give 
natural climit~zation for the offices. 
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