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GDR BULLETIN 
Newsletter for Literature and Culture in the German Democratic Republic 

V o l . V I I I , No. 3 F a l l , 1982 

NOTES IN BRIEF 
PAUL WIENS, 1922-1982 

P a u l Wiens, who had j u s t begun t o serve as e d i t o r - i n -
c h i e f of S i n n und Form i n 1982, d i e d i n B e r l i n on A p r i l 
6, 1982. Wiens, p a r t i c u l a r l y known f o r h i s p o e t r y and 
e s s a y s , had a l s o s e r v e d as v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f the K u l t u r ­
bund and member of the e x e c u t i v e committee of the S c h r i f 
s t e l l e r v e r b a n d . 

SYLLABI OF COURSES ON GDR LITERATURE AND CULTURE SOUGHT 

Margy Gerber i s p r e p a r i n g a c o l l e c t i o n o f s y l l a b i of 
cour s e s on GDR l i t e r a t u r e and c u l t u r e . Germanists and 
o t h e r s who t e a c h courses on the GDR and who would be 
w i l l i n g t o share t h e i r t e a c h i n g p l a n s and approaches 
are i n v i t e d to c o n t a c t her f o r more in f o r m a t i o n - ; The 
c o l l e c t i o n w i l l be d u p l i c a t e d or p u b l i s h e d . Address: 
Dept. of German and R u s s i a n , B o w l i n g Green S t a t e U n i v . , 
B o w l i n g Green, OH 43403. 

HEINRICH-MANN-PREIS 1982 

M i t dem H e i n r i c h - M a n n P r e i s 1982 der Akademie der 
Künste der DDR wurden der S c h r i f t s t e l l e r C h r i s t o p h 
H e i n und der P u b l i z i s t Werner L i e r s c h a u s g e z e i c h n e t . 
C h r i s t o p h H e i n i s t durch s e i n e Stücke "Schlötel oder 
Was s o l l ' s ? " , "Cromwell" und " L a s a l l e " sowie durch 
h i s t o r i s c h e Erzählungen und K u r z g e s c h i c h t e n bekannt 
geworden. Werner L i e r s c h , der s i c h a l s Herausgeber 
von L y r i k und P r o s a - A n t h o l o g i e n sowie l i t e r a t u r k r i ­
t i s c h e r Werke e i n e n Namen machte, e r h i e l t den P r e i s 
für d i e B i o g r a f i e "Hans F a l l a d a - s e i n g r o s s e s , k l e i ­
nes Leben". 

MANFRED WEKWERTH NEUER PRAESIDENT DER AKADEMIE 

P r o f e s s o r Dr. Manfred Wekwerth, b i s l a n g e i n e r der 
Vizepräsidenten der Akademie der Künste der DDR, wur­
de zum neuen Präsidenten der Akademie gewählt. E r 
i s t N a c h f o l g e r des F i l m r e g i s s e u r s Konrad Wol f , der 
im März 1982 v e r s t o r b e n i s t . Im Amt a l s 1. V i z e ­
präsident der Akademie bestätigt wurde der L i t e r a t u r ­
h i s t o r i k e r P r o f e s s o r Dr. Robert Weimann. A l s V i z e ­
präsidenten wurden bestätigt der S c h r i f t s t e l l e r und 
Dramaturg Dr. Helmut B a i e r l , der Komponist und Hoch­
s c h u l l e h r e r P r o f e s s o r Johannes C i l e n s e k , der B i l d ­
hauer P r o f e s s o r F r i t z Cremer und dessen B e r u f s k o l l e g e 
W i e l a n d Förster. I n der l e t z t e n Nummer des B u l l e t i n s 
wurde i r r t u m l i c h b e r i c h t e t , dass Robert Weimann zum 
Präsidenten gewählt wurde. (Red.) 

NEW GDR FILMS AVAILABLE 

A new l i s t of f i l m s a v a i l a b l e f o r l o a n i n 1983 i s being 
compiled by the GDR embassy f o r c o m p l e t i o n i n November. 
I t can be requested from: Embassy of the GDR, 1717 Massa­
c h u s e t t s Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. New t i t l e s 
on the l i s t i n c l u d e S o l o Sunny (Konrad W o l f ) , Bürgschaft 
für p i n J a h r (Hermann Z s c h o c h e ) , Die Beunruhigung ( L o t h a r 
Warneke) , Darf i c h P e t r u s c h k a zu d i r sagen? ( K a r l - H e i n z 
Heimann) and A s t a . mein Engelchen (Roland Oehme) . 

TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE 
INTERNATIONALE HOCHSCHULFERIENKURSE FUER GERMANISTIK, 1983 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l e h o c h s c h u l f e r i e n k u r s e für G e r m a n i s t i k b i e t e n 
den Teilnehmern neben der Möglichkeit der s p r a c h l i c h e n 
Q u a l i f i z i e r u n g d i e G e l e g e n h e i t , durch V o r l e s u n g e n , A r b e i t s ­
gruppen, E x k u r s i o n e n und andere V e r a n s t a l t u n g e n das g e s e l l ­
s c h a f t l i c h e , w i s s e n s c h a f t l i c h e und k u l t u r e l l e Leben i n der 
DDR näher kennenzulernen. 

A n f r a g e n und Prospektwünsche s i n d an d i e K u r s l e i t u n g e n 
zu r i c h t e n : 
g u r s e für Ho c h s c h u l g e r m a n i s t e n , D e u t s c h l e h r e r . M e t h o d i k e r 
und U b e r s e t z e r 
B e r l i n vom 1.7.-23.7.1983 
Humboldt-Universität zu B e r l i n 
DDR - 1040 B e r l i n , R e i n h a r d t s t r a B e 7 

Weimar I vom 2.7.-25.7.83 
Weimar I I "27. 7.-19.8.83 
F r i e d r i e h - S c h i Her-Universität Jena 
DDR-6900 J e n a , Universitätshöchhaus 4 
Dresden vom 5.7.-30.7.83 
Tech n i s c h e Universität Dresden 
DDR-8027 Dresden, MommsenstraBe 13 

H a l l e vom 10.7.-31.7.1983 
Martin-Luther-Universität H a l l e 
DDR-4020 H a l l e ( S a a l e ) , Universitätsring 4 

K a r l - M a r x - S t a d t vom 4.7.-29.7.1983 
Tech n i s c h e Hochschule K a r l - M a r x - S t a d t 
DDR-9010 K a r l - M a r x - S t a d t , Straße der N a t i o n e n 62 

L e i p z i g I vom 5.7.-28.7.83 
L e i p z i g I I " 5.7.-28.7.83. 
Karl-Marx-Universität L e i p z i g 
DDR-7022 L e i p z i g , LuraumbastraBe 4 

Kurse für Stud e n t e n der G e r m a n i s t i k 
B e r l i n vom 1.7.-23.7.83 
Humboldt-Universität z u B e r l i n 
DDR-1086 B e r l i n , C l a r a - Z e t k i n - S t r a B e 1 

Ilmenau vom 2.7.-24.7.83 
Tech n i s c h e Hochschule Ilmenau 
DDR-6300 Ilmenau, PSF 327 

Rostock vom 10.7.-31.7.83 
W i l h e l m Pieck-Universität Rostock 
DDR-2500 Rostock, Kröpeliner S t r a B e 26 

G r e i f s w a l d vom 10.7.-31.7.83 
Ernst-Moritz-Arndt-Universität G r e i f s w a l d 
DDR-2200 G r e i f s w a l d , BahnhofstraBe 46/47 

Magdeburg vom 5.7.-28.7.83 
Tech n i s c h e Hochschule 
' t ) t t o von G u e r i c k e " Magdeburg 
DDR-3010 Magdeburg, PSF 124 
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TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE 
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research and Exchanges Board (IREX) 
has announced i t s program f o r 1982/83. For i n f o r m a t i o n 
w r i t e t o : 

IREX 
655 T h i r d Avenue 
New Yor k N.Y. 10017 

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 
Lyman H. L e g t e r s (501 Thomson D R - 0 5 , U n i v e r s i t y of Wash­
i n g t o n , Seattle,WA 98195): P o s s i b l y r e v i s i n g f o r p u b l i c a ­
t i o n 1970 r e p o r t , " E a s t German H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n . " f o r 
U.S. O f f i c e of E d u c a t i o n . 

The program i n c l u d e s : 
- an exchange w i t h the GDR. C o r r e s p o n d i n g o r g a n i s a t i o n : 

M i n i s t r y f o r H i g h e r and T e c h n i c a l E d u c a t i o n of the 
German Democratic R e p u b l i c 
Marx-Engels P l a t z 2 
102 B e r l i n 

- D i s c i p l i n a r y F e l l o w s h i p s : Open to a p p l i c a n t s not 
a l r e a d y i n the f i e l d of S o v i e t and E a s t European 
S t u d i e s . Emphasis on the s o c i a l and h u m a n i s t i c d i s - , 
c i p l i n e s such as a r c h e o l o g y , a n t h r o p o l o g y , b u s i n e s s , 
economics, geography and demography, law, m u s i c o l o g y , 
p o l i t i c a l s c i e n c e , psychology and s o c i o l o g y . 

- T r a v e l G r a n t s f o r S e n i o r S c h o l a r s . 
A p p l i c a t i o n d e a d l i n e s : O c t o b e r 31, J a n u a r y 31, and 
A p r i l 30. 

- Grants f o r C o l l a b o r a t i v e A c t i v i t i e s and New Exchanges. 
IREX makes a v e r y l i m i t e d number o f s m a l l g r a n t s i n 
support of s p e c i f i c c o l l a b o r a t i v e p r o j e c t s and new 
exchanges. Such u n d e r t a k i n g s as b i l a t e r a l and m u l t i ­
n a t i o n a l symposia, c o l l a b o r a t i v e and p a r a l l e l r e s e a r c h , 
j o i n t p u b l i c a t i o n s (but not p u b l i c a t i o n c o s t s ) , 
exchanges o f d a t a , comparative s u r v e y s , and the l i k e , 
as w e l l as b r i e f v i s i t s n e c e s s a r y i n the p l a n n i n g of such 
p r o j e c t s , w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d f o r s u p p o r t . 

- The IREX-GDR Commission on the Humanities and S o c i a l 
S c i e n c e s , o r g a n i s e d on the German s i d e by the M i n i s t r y 
of H i g h e r and T e c h n i c a l E d u c a t i o n of the GDR, h e l d 
i t s f i r s t meeting i n June 1982. The Commission w i l l 
work on the f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s : the R e f o r m a t i o n as a 
s o c i a l p r o c e s s , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the handicapped, 
problems of museum e x h i b i t i o n , and the t r a i n i n g of 
museum and r e s t o r a t i o n s p e c i a l i s t s , German e x i l e 
w r i t e r s i n the US, and US-GDR r e l a t i o n s s i n c e 1974. 

VISITING LECTURERS 
MARIANNE MUELLER 

Dr. Marianne Müller, Humboldt U n i v e r s i t y - B e r l i n , i s 
p r e s e n t l y a t the U n i v e r s i t y of M a s s a c h u s e t t s i n c o n j u n c ­
t i o n w i t h the IREX program. Her f i e l d s o f study are 
"U.S. s t u d i 2 S i n the GDR" and "Women i n the GDR." 

MANFRED JENDRYSCHIK 
GDR Author Manfred J e n d r y s c h i k i s p a r t i c i p a t i n g d u r i n g 
the f a l l q u a r t e r i n the Iowa I n t e r n a t i o n a l W r i t i n g P r o ­
gram, U n i v e r s i t y o f Iowa, Iowa C i t y , IA 52242. 

CHRISTA WOLF 
N o v e l i s t C h r i s t a Wolf w i l l g i v e the keynote address at 
the upcoming i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference on "Women, Fa s c i s m , 
Everyday L i f e " t o be h e l d A p r i l 28 to 30 at O h i o S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t Helen F e h e r v a r y , 
Department o f German, OSU, Columbus, O h i o 43210. 

JOURNAL NOTES 
GDR M o n i t o r . No. 6 (Winter 1981-82) 

T h i s i s s u e f e a t u r e s a r t i c l e s on " P l a n n i n g H i g h e r and 
F u r t h e r E d u c a t i o n i n the GDR" (Douglas Bürrington) and 
"The M u l t i - P a r t y System i n the GDR -- i t s C h a r a c t e r and 
F u n c t i o n " ( . i a n s - C h r i s t i a n Oeser) as w e l l as l i t e r a r y a r ­
t i c l e s on Joachim W a l t h e r , V o l k e r Braun, and Sarah K i r s c h . 
B u r r i n g t o n p r o v i d e s a c o n c i s e a n a l y s i s of the o p e r a t i o n , 
advantages and d i s a d v a n t a g e s o f a system w h i c h p u t s the 
s t a t e ' s t e c h n i c a l r equirements over i n d i v i d u a l w i s h e s , but 
concludes t h a t " i t i s the consensus among e d u c a t o r s , r a t h e r 
than t h a t among employers, t h a t d e f i n e s what goes i n t o 
c o u r s e s . And the tendency towards i n e r t i a which t h i s 
p o s i t i o n of power engenders i s r e i n f o r c e d oy f e a t u r e s which 
the e d u c a t i o n a l apparatus of the GDR h o l d s i n common w i t h 
b u r e a u c r a c i e s e l s e w h e r e . . . " The h e a r t of Oeser's p i e c e i s 
h i s argument t h a t "the b l o c p a r t i e s s e r v e t o s h i f t the bur­
den of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ( f o r r a d i c a l measures — p.b.h.) from 
the SED," w h i l e e n s u r i n g "the s y m b o l i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 
s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e and the d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f a ' p o l i t i c a l and 
moral u n i t y of the p e o p l e ' . " 

M a r t i n Watson adds an i n t e r e s t i n g dimension t o the "Erbe"-
d i s c u s s i o n w i t h h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n of a contemporary r e f e r ­
ence t o G o t t f r i e d K e l l e r ' s famous N o v e l l e i n "A C r i t i c a l 
A l l u s i o n to 'das k u l t u r e l l e E r b e ' i n J o a c h i m W a l t h e r 1 s 
'R. und J . auf dem Dorfe im B e z i r k Potsdam". Watson shows 
c o n n e c t i o n s t o P l e n z d o r f ' s " j u n g e r W." and C h r i s t a W o l f ' s 
" J u n i n a c h m i t t a g " , as w e l l as to o t h e r works d e a l i n g w i t h 
the g e n e r a t i o n c o n f l i c t i n the GDR. He a l s o p o i n t s out t h a t 
W a l t h e r ' s s t o r y , a l o n g w i t h another - " H a l l u z i n o s e " - appear­
ed o n l y i n the West German e d i t i o n , Ruhe bewahren (1979) of 
the GDR volume S t a d t l a n d s c h a r t mit Freunden (1978), from 
which three s t o r i e s d i d not appear i n the Western e d i t i o n . 
Watson c a u t i o n s r e a d e r s to be c a r e f u l about assumptions 
t h a t E a s t and West German e d i t i o n s are i d e n t i c a l , p o i n t i n g 
t o a s i m i l a r d i s c r e p a n c y between the 1977 GDR and the 1979 
West German e d i t i o n s of Wolfgang Kohlhaase's S y l v e s t e r mit 
B a l z a c , where s i x .stories were o m i t t e d from the western 
e d i t i o n . C h r i s t i n e C o s e n t i n o (''Volker Braun's T r a i n i n g 
des a u f r e c h t e n Gangs: a handbook of poems f o r P a r t y mem­
bers") f i n d s i n Braun's r e c e n t a n t h o l o g y of poems a c a l l t o 

" s u b s t a n c e , h o n e s t y , the courage t o speak out i n p u b l i c , 

dynamic p a r t i c i p a t i o n " -- v i r t u e s which he sees "not t o be 
e x a c t l y predominant among p a r t y members i n the GDR." Andy 
H o l l i s adds a f o o t n o t e to C o s e n t i n o ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
Sarah K i r s c h ' s "Der Rest des Fadens" i n the p r e v i o u s i s s u e 
of the GDR M o n i t o r (No. 5 ) , t a k i n g i s s u e w i t h her r e a d i n g of 
the poem as an a l l u s i o n to Wolf Biermann and o t h e r s p e c i f i c 
c u l t u r a l - p o l i t i c a l events and o b j e c t i n g to the attempt to 
e x t r a c t a s p e c i f i c "message" from the poem r a t h e r than 
accept i t s p o e t i c a m b i g u i t i e s . 

— P a t r i c i a Herminghouse 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y 
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