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CONFERENCES 
THE EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL NEW HAMPSHIRE SYMPOSIUM 

ON THE GDR 
(JUNE 18-25, 1982) 

Over f i f t y s p e c i a l i s t s on the GDR, a good f i f t h of them 
from western Europe, took p a r t i n the e i g h t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
symposium h e l d t h i s June a t the W o r l d F e l l o w s h i p Center 
amid the r u r a l u n h u r r i e d n e s s and n a t u r a l beauty of New 
Hampshire's White Mountains. I n the course o f s i x days 
they heard no fewer than 27 papers, saw the f i l m Das k u r ­
ze Leben (based on B r i g i t t e Reimann's n o v e l F r a n z i s k a 
L i n k e r h a n d ) , and a t t e n d e d a r e c i t a l by C h r i s t i n e Cosen-
t i n o , Wolfgang E r t l , and F r i t z König o f p o e t r y by V o l k e r 
Braun, W a l t e r Werner, and A x e l S c h u l z e . 
As a newcomer t o t h i s annual g a t h e r i n g I was impressed 
above a l l by the genuine c o l l e g i a l i t y and u n p r e t e n t i o u s 
I n f o r m a l i t y which c h a r a c t e r i s e d the p r o c e e d i n g s . What a 
welcome change from the a r i d and i m p e r s o n a l atmosphere 
of so- nany c o n f e r e n c e s ! That t h i s s p i r i t has been n u r t u r e d 
I s c l e a r l y due i n l a r g e measure t o the u n o b t r u s i v e o r g a ­
n i z i n g s k i l l s of Margy Gerber and the g e n i a l d i r e c t i o n 
of the Center by C h r i s t o p h and K i t Schmauch. 
The m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y make-up of the group as w e l l as 
the l a r g e number of papers meant t h a t the range of themes 
to be covered was a d m i r a b l y comprehensive. The danger 
t h a t s t i m u l a t i n g p r o f u s i o n might degenerate i n t o unfocused 
d i f f u s i o n was removed by s k i l f u l l y s t r u c t u r i n g the program 
i n t o e i g h t key a r e a s , each under the s u p e r v i s i o n of group 
l e a d e r s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c o - o r d i n a t i o n . T h i s arrangement 
ensured a u s e f u l c o n t i n u i t y and connectedness between one 
p r e s e n t a t i o n and the next and helped t o f o s t e r the sense 
of a d e v e l o p i n g , unfragmented debate. 
C u r r e n t t r e n d s i n GDR s o c i e t y proved a p a r t i c u l a r f o c u s 
of a t t e n t i o n . A r t h u r Stannke i n v e s t i g a t e d the o b j e c t i v e s 
and s t r a t e g y behind the c u r r e n t f i v e - y e a r p l a n and d i s ­
cussed i t s f e a s i b i l i t y ; V o l k e r Gransow t r e a t e d the c o n t r o ­
v e r s i a l q u e s t i o n of n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y ; C a r l P l e t s c h d i s ­
cussed the r o l e o f i n t e l l e c t u a l c o l l e c t i v e s i n a s o c i a l i s t 
s o c i e t y ; C h r i s t i a n Lemke looked at y o u t h p o l i c y , w h i l e - -
i n f r u i t f u l j u x t a p o s i t i o n t o t h i s — D i e t e r S e v i n a n a l y s e d 
the r o l e of a d o l e s c e n t c r i s i s and the g e n e r a t i o n gap i n 
r e c e n t GDR f i c t i o n ( c o n c e n t r a t i n g on S c h l e s i n g e r ' s 
Mlchae1, P l e n z d o r f ' s Die neuen L e i d e n des jungen W., 
S c h n e i d e r ' s Die R e i s e nach J a r o s l a w , and Braun's U n v o l l ­
endete G e s c h i c h t e ) ; the energy and e n v i r o n m e n t a l p o l i c y 
of the GDR was B a r b a r a Dooley's theme, and R a i n e r H o h l ­
f e l d was i n s t r u c t i v e on the p o l i t i c a l d i r e c t i o n o f GDR 
h e a l t h r e s e a r c h and t e c h n o l o g y . E s p e c i a l l y s t i m u l a t i n g 
were thr e e papers devoted to v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of the 
F r a u e n f r a g a : H a r r y S h a f f e r p r e s e n t e d a s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t ' s 
a n a l y s i s of the s t a t u s of women i n the GDR, Dorothy Rosen­
berg o f f e r e d a combative view o f the way GDR l i t e r a t u r e 
r e f l e c t s ( o r denies) the t e n s i o n w!>.ich many women f e e l 
between the d u a l c l a i m s of c a r e e r and f a m i l y , w h i l e 
C h r i s t i a n e Z e h l Romero c o n t r i b u t e d a c r i t i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n 
t o the r e c e n t work of t h r e e women w r i t e r s , C h r i s t a Müller, 
C h r i s t i n e W o l t e r , and Rosemarie Z e p l i n . 
I t i s i n d i c a t i v e of t h e i r importance t h a t l a r g e themes 
such as those j u s t i n d i c a t e d belong to the mainstream o f 
western GDR r e s e a r c h , and as such they o f course deserve 
a prominent p l a c e i n any c o n f e r e n c e on the GDR. One of 
the advantages of a long c o n f e r e n c e , however, i s the 
o p p o r t u n i t y i t a f f o r d s t o focus a t t e n t i o n on o t h e r w i s e 
n e g l e c t e d or p e r i p h e r a l t o p i c s , and t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y i s 
one the symposium showed a welcome w i l l i n g n e s s t o g r a s p . 
L i t e r a r y p a r o d i e s (Wolfgang E r t l ) , s a t i r e (James Knowl-
ton) , p o l i t i c a l c a b a r e t and s o c i a l hurrour ( E l s a Diduk) , 
book c o l l e c t i n g and the a n t i q u a r i a n book t r a d e ( G a i l Hue-
t i n g ) , views of the USA i n the GDR (Nancy Lauckner and 
E l f i e S c h n e i d e n b a c h ) , s c i e n c e f i c t i o n ( W i l l i a m W a Iker)--

a l l were the s u b j e c t of s p e c i a l s e s s i o n s , as were no 
fewer than f o u r l y r i c poets ( V o l k e r Braun, A x e l S c h u l z e , 
R e i n e r Kunze, and E l k e E r b ) , the l a t e r n o v e l s by A r n o l d 
Zweig, and E r i c h L o e s t ' s a u t o b i o g r a p h y Durch d i e Erde 
e i n R i B . 
D i s c u s s i o n s were g e n e r a l l y l i v e l y and p r o l o n g e d , and t h i s 
o b s e r v e r noted a r e f r e s h i n g r e a d i n e s s t o a l l o w s p e c i a l i s t 
and layman an unembarrassed e q u a l i t y o f s t a t u s on any 
t o p i c . N a t u r a l l y the d e t a i l s o f the argument b e g i n to fade 
i n t i m e , but one l o o k s forward to being reminded of them 
by the p u b l i c a t i o n o f the p r o c e e d i n g s i n time f o r next 
y e a r ' s meeting. 

I a n W a l l a c e 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Dundee 
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