
GDR Bulletin GDR Bulletin 

Volume 8 
Issue 3 Fall Article 15 

1982 

Hans Kaufmann, ed.: Tendenzen und Beispiele. Zur DDR-Literatur Hans Kaufmann, ed.: Tendenzen und Beispiele. Zur DDR-Literatur 

in den siebziger Jahren in den siebziger Jahren 

Herman K. Doswald 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/gdr 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Doswald, Herman K. (1982) "Hans Kaufmann, ed.: Tendenzen und Beispiele. Zur DDR-Literatur in den 
siebziger Jahren," GDR Bulletin: Vol. 8: Iss. 3. https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v8i3.639 

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
GDR Bulletin by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information, please contact cads@k-
state.edu. 

https://newprairiepress.org/gdr
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol8
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol8/iss3
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol8/iss3/15
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fgdr%2Fvol8%2Fiss3%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v8i3.639
mailto:cads@k-state.edu
mailto:cads@k-state.edu


- 10 

Y Y-YlUf Y YY 

Tendenzen und B e i s p i e l e . Zur D D R - L i t e r a t u r i n den 
s i e b z i g e r J a h r e n . E d i t e d by Hans Kaufmann. U n i v e r s a l -
B i b l i o t h e k ( K u n s t w i s s e n s c h a f t e ) . Volume 894. L e i p z i g : 
V e r l a g P h i l i p p Reclam jun.,1981. 269 Pages. DDR 2,- M. 

T h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f seven e s s a y s o f f e r s an i n f o r m a t i v e 
account of r e c e n t l i t e r a r y developments i n the GDR. I t s 
authors i n c l u d e f o u r members of the German f a c u l t y a t 
Humboldt U n i v e r s i t y ( U r s u l a Heukenkamp, Frank H'drnigk, 
Eva Kaufmann, and B r i g i t t e S t u h l m a c h e r ) , two members 
of the Z e n t r a l i n s t i t u t für L i t e r a t u r g e s c h i c h t e der 
Akademie der W i s s e n s c h a f t e n ( R e i n h a r d H i l l i c h and Hans 
Kaufmann) and one member of the B e z i r k s v e r b a n d B e r l i n 
of the S c h r i f t s t e l l e r v e r b a n d der DDR (Marianne Krumrey). 
A l t h o u g h the group worked c o l l e c t i v e l y , the e d i t o r , 
Hans Kaufmann, takes p a i n s t o p o i n t out t h a t the r e s u l t 
i s a c o l l e c t i v e work o n l y i n the sense t h a t i t s authors 
reached common or s i m i l a r c o n c l u s i o n s and c r i t i c i z e d 
and exchanged view on the i n d i v i d u a l e s s a y s . They 
made no attempt to agree on every t h e s i s and view nor 
to endow the volume w i t h any k i n d of " i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
b l e s s i n g ." 
Hans Kaufmann's i n t r o d u c t o r y essay, "Veränderte L i t e r a t u r 
w i s s e n s c h a f t , " s e t s the s t a g e f o r the essays to f o l l o w by 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the s e v e n t i e s r e f l e c t s i g n i f i c a n t changes 
i n the l i t e r a r y p rocess which i n c l u d e the c o n f i r m a t i o n 
of s o c i a l i s t humanism, a new view of d a i l y l i f e , a need 
t o f i n d meaning i n l i f e , and an awareness of developments 
i n w o r l d h i s t o r y . I n works of the s e v e n t i e s by Stephen 
H e r m l i n ( A b e n d l i c h t ) , H e i n e r Müller (Der A u f t r a g ) , and 
U l r i c h P l e n z d o r f (Legende vom Glück ohne Ende)which 
have i n common the d i s c o v e r i n g of " s i c h bewährender Vor
s t e l l u n g e n vom Wert und S i n n i n d i v i d u e l l e n Daseins i n n e r 
h a l b der Determinanten e i n e s g e s e l l s c h a f t l i c h e n Lebens
p r o z e s s e s " (p. 10), he sees c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s u b j e c t 
matter and a r t i s t i c p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r contemporary l i 
t e r a t u r e of the GDP.. 
W h i l e not i n t e n d e d to be a h i s t o r y of GDR l i t e r a t u r e 
i n the s e v e n t i e s , the c o l l e c t i o n of essays as a whole 
o f f e r s a survey of developments i n the n o v e l , the 
l y r i c , and the drama d u r i n g those y e a r s and such themes 
as the worker, y o u t h , r e v o l u t i o n , and n a t u r e . Kaufmann 
sketc h e s the new l i t e r a r y landscape i n g e n e r a l terms. 
Marianne Krumrey examines work, the worker, and the 
w o r k i n g c l a s s i n V o l k e r Braun's s t o r y "Die Tribüne," 
Joachim Nowotny's n o v e l E i n g e w i s s e r Röbel. and P a u l 
G r a t z i k ' s n o v e l T r a n s p o r t p a u l e . Eva Kaufmann t r a c e s the 
deviopment of s o c i a l i s t humanism on the b a s i s of a 
v a r i e t y of works. R e i n h a r d H i l l i c h examines a e s t h e t i c 
t h e o r y i n the use of c r e a t i v e i n v e n t i o n i n a s i n g l e novel 
by F r i t z R u d o l f F r i e s , Das L u f t - S c h i f f • Frank H b r n i g k 
t r e a t s the theme of r e v o l u t i o n and the development of the 
drama i n p l a y s b e i H e i n e r Müller (Der A u f t r a g ) P e t e r 
Hacks (Die F i s c h e ^ and V o l k e r B raun (Guevara oder der 
S o n n e n s t a a t ) . B r i g i t t e Stuhlmacher d i s c u s s e s the problem 
of youth i n U l r i c h P l e n z d o r f ' s n o v e l Die neuen L e i d e n dj.s 
jungen W. and compares P l e n z d o r f ' s h a n d l i n g of the theme 
w i t h t h a t of e a r l i e r t r eatments by Max Halbe i n Jugend, 
Frank Wedekind i n F r U h l i n g s e r w a c h e n , and W a l t e r 
H a s e n c l e v e r i n Der Sohn. I n the l a s t e s s a y , U r s u l a 
Heukenkamp d i s c u s s e s the changing a t t i t u d e toward nature 
i n the GDR l y r i c . 
The essays are at t h e i r b e s t when they focus on the 
a n a l y s i s of one or j u s t a few a u t h o r s , works and 
themes. When they t r e a t s e v e r a l works and a u t h o r s , they 
are s u p e r f i c i a l and i n v a r i a b l y f a l l back on s o c i a l i s t 
i d e o l o g y f o r an u n d e r l y i n g theme. 

Herman K. Doswald 
V i r g i n i a P o l y t e c h n i c 
I n s t i t u t e and 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 

******** 

D i e t e r Aner, P j o t r N e s t o r o w i t s c h K u r i l e n k o , D i e t 
r i c h H e r r d e , S i e g f r i e d S c h l e g e l , H o r s t Uhlemann ( L e i 
t e r und H a u p t a u t o r ) , K l a u s Zorn: B i l d u n g . Wissen
s c h a f t und k u l t u r e l l e s Leben i n der DDR. A r b e i t s 
h e f t e Landeskunde DDR für Ausländer. L e i p z i g : VEB 
V e r l a g Enzyklopädie, 1981. 228 pages. 6,-M. 

T h i s volume, the l a s t i n the s e r i e s , d e a l s w i t h t h r e e 
s e p a r a t e t o p i c s : e d u c a t i o n , the a r t s , and ( i n a 
broad sense) c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s of everyday l i f e . I t i s 
more d e t a i l e d than the p r e v i o u s volume r e v i e w e d , and 
more problems emerge i f one reads between the l i n e s . 
D i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h y o u t h , o f t e n m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s 
a c r o s s the g e n e r a t i o n gap, are used t o j u s t i f y the im
portance of communist e d u c a t i o n . The l a t t e r i s su
premely i m p o r t a n t , f o r the p r e s e n t young g e n e r a t i o n 
i s the one, i t i s c l a i m e d , which w i l l complete the 
t r a n s i t i o n from a s o c i a l i s t t o the long-sought com
munist s o c i e t y . O l d e r E a s t Germans, h a v i n g s t r u g g l e d 
t o s e t up a s o c i a l i s t s t a t e , a r e shocked a t the c r i 
t i c a l a t t i t u d e of today's y o u t h , who do not r e a l i z e 
t h e i r good f o r t u n e - - t h e a u t h o r s t r y to smooth over 
the d i f f e r e n c e s . They do f e e l j u s t i f i e d , however, i n 
admonishing a d o l e s c e n t a p p r e n t i c e s who seem more con
cerned w i t h beer, c i g a r e t t e s and sex than w i t h t h e i r 
e d u c a t i o n . New d o r m i t o r i e s are b e i n g b u i l t i n o r d e r 
to s u p e r v i s e them more c l o s e l y ( a t p r e s e n t o n l y 257. 
are accommodated i n h o s t e l s ) . I n the p r e v i o u s volume, 
the f r e e c h o i c e of the w o r k p l a c e was s t r e s s e d : here 
i t i s a d m i t t e d t h a t i t i s not always p o s s i b l e to f u l 
f i l l r e q u e s t s . N o n e t h e l e s s , s t u d e n t s r e c e i v e more 
d e f i n i t e advance p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e i r c a r e e r than i n 
many Western c o u n t r i e s . By the t e n t h grade a t the 
l a t e s t a c o n t r a c t f o r v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g i s s i g n e d ; 
and c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s are i n f o r m e d of t h e i r post and 
i t s l o c a t i o n a t l e a s t one year b e f o r e g r a d u a t i o n . 
The e n t i r e e d u c a t i o n system i s w e l l e x p l a i n e d i n 
t h i s volume w i t h up-to-date i n f o r m a t i o n : f o r example, 
907. of t h r e e to f i v e y e a r - o l d s took advantage o f 
f r e e k i n d e r g a r t e n p l a c e s i n 1979. The r e c e n t i n t r o 
d u c t i o n o f the V o r p r a k t i k u m , a p e r i o d o f e x p e r i e n c e 
i n the w o r k p l a c e b e f o r e u n i v e r s i t y e n t r y , i s o u t 
l i n e d . T h i s , on top of m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , i s produ
c i n g a g e n e r a l l y o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n o f s t u d e n t s , many 
o f them m a r r i e d , which has c r e a t e d new demands on the 
s t u d e n t g r a n t s and h o u s i n g a u t h o r i t i e s . 
I n the a r t s , a p o r t r a y a l o f the growth o f the so
c i a l i s t p e r s o n a l i t y i s expected. The w o r k i n g c l a s s 
has always tended t o be the c e n t r a l o b j e c t of a r t i n 
the GDR, but s i n c e 1977 t h e r e has been a move away 
from the a b s t r a c t l y s y m b o l i c towards a more c o n c r e t e 
p o r t r a y a l of everyday e v e n t s . The a u t h o r s s t r e s s the 
openness o f p u b l i s h i n g p o l i c i e s , c o n c e r n i n g works o f 
f o r e i g n l i t e r a t u r e ( a t the same time a d m i t t i n g cen
s o r s h i p ) . They g i v e h i g h p r a i s e t o the f i l m i n d u s t r y , 
much o t whose work c o n s i s t s o f dubbing f o r e i g n movies; 
the r e c o r d i n g i n d u s t r y i s l i k e w i s e a c c l a i m e d f r o i t s 
r a p i d e x pansion w i t h o u t n e g l e c t i n g q u a l i t y , and the 
m e t i c u l o u s p r e p a r a t i o n o f s t a n d a r d e d i t i o n s o f the 
complete works of i m p o r t a n t composers (Beethoven and 
Hanns E i s l e r are mentioned i n the same breath) . The 
generous support o f l i v e c o n c e r t s and music f e s t i 
v a l s i s a l s o d e s c r i b e d . 
The f i n a l s e c t i o n c o v e r s l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s more g e n e r a l 
l y , and a l s o t r a d i t i o n a l customs (some m o d i f i e d from 
r e l i g i o u s f e s t i v a l s ) , but i n a d d i t i o n everyday l i f e 
i n the w o r k p l a c e and home. The n e c e s s a r y r o l e of the 
u n i o n s f o r c o r r e c t i n g an absence of " s o c i a l i s t r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t y " i s s t r e s s e d a g a i n . But such p o l i t i c a l 
c o n t r o l does not extend i n t o the home, and t h i s v o l 
ume, l i k e the o t h e r , c o n p l a i n s about u n c o o p e r a t i v e 
husbands who r e f u s e t o h e l p t h e i r wives w i t h the 
shopping and housework i n acknowledgement of the 
e q u a l s t a t u s of women. One sees i n the end how d i f 
f i c u l t i t i s t o change i n g r a i n e d a t t i t u d e s i n the 
p r i v a t e sphere even i n the f u l l y s o c i a l i s t s t a t e . 

G e o f f r e y J . G i l e s 
U n i v e r s i t y of F l o r i d a 
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