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On February 13th, 1945, f o l l o w i n g the combined 
B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n bombing o f Dresden w h i c h 
set the center of t h a t c i t y ablaze and l e f t some 
35,000 c i t i z e n s dead, the Semper Opera House, 
one of Europe's f i n e s t performing a r t s c e n t e r s , 
was a l s o d e s t r o y e d . F o r t y y e a r s l a t e r , t h e GDR 
g o v e r n m e n t — a f t e r i n v e s t i n g some seven years and 
$83 m i l l i o n i n r e c o n s t r u c t i o n — r e o p e n e d the 
Semper w i t h a p r o d u c t i o n o f C a r l M a r i a von 
Weber's "Der Freischütz", the l a s t opera t o be 
performed at the Dresden c u l t u r a l center p r i o r 
t o i t s d e s t r u c t i o n . This performance of Weber's 
work f e a t u r e d Jana S m i t k o v a , K l a u s König, and 
Theo Adam. "Der Freischütz" has as i t s s e t t i n g 
the T h i r t y Years War o f the 1 7 t h c e n t u r y . 
A c c o r d i n g t o James M. Markham i n The New York 
Times: 
"The p r o d u c t i o n drew s t r o n g p a r a l l e l s between 
the 17th and 20th c e n t u r i e s , d e - e m p h a s i z i n g 
Weber's o r i g i n a l r e l i g i o u s impulses and d i s c o v ­
e r i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y , a n t i f e u d a l , a n t i w a r e l e ­
ments i n the opera's f i n a l scenes." The f i r s t 
e v e n i n g was a t t e n d e d by many d i g n i t a r i e s from 
b o t h t h e SED, i n c l u d i n g i t s l e a d e r E r i c h 
Honecker, and the f o r e i g n d i p l o m a t i c corps. The 
Semper was d e s i g n e d by t h e Hamburg a r c h i t e c t 
G o t t f r i e d Semper i n the s t y l e o f t h e I t a l i a n 
Renaissance w i t h f i g u r e s from Goethe's Faust and 
L e s s i n g ' s Nathan der Weise d e c o r a t i n g i t s ex­
t e r i o r ; t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n , d i r e c t e d by Semper's 
son Manfred, was begun i n 1869 and completed i n 
1878. B o t h R i c h a r d Wagner and R i c h a r d S t r a u s s 
r e c o g n i z e d t h e s u p e r b a c o u s t i c q u a l i t y o f the 
house, the f o r m e r r e f e r r i n g t o i t as "a wonder 
harp," t h e l a t t e r c a l l i n g i t t h e " E l Dorado o f 
world premieres." The GDR government takes spe­
c i a l p r i d e i n i t s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t s and the 
Semper i n Dresden i s , indeed, a showcase of the 
GDR's achievements i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 
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He r r WeiBe i s t 27 J a h r e a l t , a r b e i t e t i n e i n e r 
Möbelfabrik und wohnt im B e z i r k Karl-Marx-Stadt. 
Er i n t e r e s s i e r t s i c h für a m e r i k a n i s c h e K u l t u r 
und möchte s e i n e e n g l i s c h e n S p r a c h k e n n t n i s s e 
verbessern. 

INTERNATIONALER SOMMERKURS, Rostock 1984 

The c o u r s e i n Rostock was a t t e n d e d by 140 
p a r t i c i p a n t s from a p p r o x i m a t e l y 23 d i f f e r e n t 
c o u n t r i e s . 

T e n d e n c i e s i n GDR l i t e r a t u r e , t h e o r y and 
c r i t i c i s m , and language and l i n g u i s t i c s , w i t h i n 
the s o c i a l c o n t e x t o f the GDR, were the main 
f o c u s o f t h e c o u r s e . I n t r o d u c t o r y l e c t u r e s on 
these t o p i c s served as a b a s i s f o r f u r t h e r d i s ­
c u s s i o n i n s m a l l e r w o r k i n g groups ( A r b e i t s ­
gruppen). The groups I a t t e n d e d were c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t l i t e r a r y t h e o r y and con­
temporary l i t e r a t u r e i n the GDR. I found 
that f a c u l t y members were very r e c e p t i v e t o the 
q u e s t i o n s and needs o f the course p a r t i c i p a n t s 
and were able to communicate m a t e r i a l and ideas 
i n a way w h i c h made them e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e t o 
students coming from very d i f f e r e n t academic and 
s o c i o p o l i t i c a l environments. 

The d i s c u s s i o n s u r r o u n d i n g c o n t e m p o r a r y 
t h e o r y and c r i t i c i s m i n d i c a t e d an i n c r e a s i n g 
i n t e r e s t i n the GDR i n r e c e p t i o n theory, s o c i o ­
logy of l i t e r a t u r e , and t e x t - i n t r i n s i c i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n , i . e . t o w a r d s the c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f a l l 
a s p e c t s o f the p r o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n , and 
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r e c e p t i o n o f l i t e r a r y works on the b a s i s o f 
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t p o l i t i c a l and economic theory. 
In c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h i s w o r k i n g group, t h e r e 
were m e e t i n g s w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from the 
j o u r n a l Neue Deutsche L i t e r a t u r and t h e pub­
l i s h i n g house Der Morgen. A v i s i t t o t h e 
B e z i r k s b i b l i o t h e k W i l l i B redel i n Rostock gave 
i n s i g h t i n t o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f p u b l i c 
l i b r a r i e s i n the GDR, which are w e l l stocked and 
used e x t e n s i v e l y by readers. 

The working group on contemporary GDR l i t ­
e r a t u r e was concerned mainly w i t h the r e f l e c t i o n 
i n v a r i o u s works o f the p r o b l e m s and needs o f 
the i n d i v i d u a l i n modern GDR s o c i e t y . Works by 
a u t h o r s such as C h r i s t a Wolf, Maxie Wander, 
I r m t r a u d Morgner, C h r i s t o p h Hein and V o l k e r 
Braun were discussed. Most p a r t i c i p a n t s agreed 
t h a t i t would be advantageous t o d i s t r i b u t e a 
t e n t a t i v e l i s t of works w e l l before the course 
begins next year, so that students may be b e t t e r 
prepared and b r i n g books w i t h them which are not 
always a v a i l a b l e i n l i b r a r i e s and bookshops i n 
Rostock. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s were a l s o given the opportunity 
to i n c r e a s e t h e i r German language p r o f i c i e n c y by 
a t t e n d i n g phonetics courses and s m a l l d i s c u s s i o n 
groups ( S p r a c h g r u p p e n ) w h i c h w ere f o r m e d 
according to the l e v e l o f language a b i l i t y . One 
of the main problems f o r the course o r g a n i z e r s 
was t h a t a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h o s e a t t e n d i n g 
were not Germanists and c o u l d speak l i t t l e or no 
German. C o n s e g u e n t l y , some groups had t o be 
converted i n t o elementary language courses. 

The program a l s o i n c l u d e d r e a d i n g s by the 
authors Günter Görlich and Frank Weymann, f i v e 
f i l m s , i n c l u d i n g the c o n t r o v e r s i a l f i l m v e r s i o n 
o f Der A u f e n t h a l t by Hermann Kant, and ex­
c u r s i o n s t o the i s l a n d s H i d d e nsee, S t r a l s u n d , 
Güstrow, and other l o c a l p l a c e s of i n t e r e s t . 

On the whole, I consider my v i s i t t o the GDR 
a v a l u a b l e l e a r n i n g e x p e r i e n c e . The c o u r s e 
o r g a n i z e r s and ourBetreuer, a group of students 
f r o m R o s t o c k U n i v e r s i t y - - a l l o f t h e m 
v o l u n t e e r s ! - - s p a r e d no e f f o r t to make our stay 

as i n f o r m a t i v e and e n j o y a b l e as p o s s i b l e . I 
hope many more Germanists w i l l take t h i s oppor­
t u n i t y to v i s i t the GDR and communicate w i t h i t s 
c i t i z e n s and t h e i r c o l l e a g u e s from many pa r t s of 
the world. 

J a n i c e A. Murray 
UCLA 

CONFERENCES 

LOUGHBOROUGH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE GDR 

The t h e m e o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e w i l l be 
" P e r s p e c t i v e s on t h e GDR." The c o n f e r e n c e fee 
i s 48 B r i t i s h pounds ( r e s i d e n t i a l ) / 3 2 B r i t i s h 
pounds ( n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l ) . T h i s s h o u l d be p a i d 
by t h e end o f J u l y 1985 a t the l a t e s t . The 
number of p l a c e s a v a i l a b l e i s l i m i t e d to 80. The 
program w i l l i n c l u d e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of papers by 
A n i t a M a l l i n c k r o d t , Margy Gerber, David E l l i o t , 
and o t h e r s . C h r i s t o p h H e i n w i l l r e a d from h i s 
works. The c o n f e r e n c e w i l l t a k e p l a c e at the 
Loughborough U n i v e r s i t y of Technology ( H a z l e r i g g 
H a l l ) f r o m 1 3 t h - 1 5 t h S e p t e m b e r 1985. For 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please c o n t a c t : Department 
of European St u d i e s , Loughborough U n i v e r s i t y of 
Technology, Loughborough, L E U 3TU, England. 

ELEVENTH NEW HAMPSHIRE SYMPOSIUM 
ON THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

The c e n t r a l theme o f the 1985 Symposium (June 
21-28, 1985 — W o r l d F e l l o w s h i p C e n t e r , Conway, 
NH) w i l l be "The GDR T o d a y - - F o r t y Years a f t e r 
t h e End o f WW I I . " As i n p a s t y e a r s , t h e 
S y m p o s i u m w i l l be i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y . For 
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