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p u b l i c a t i o n s . The e d i t o r s ' aim i s t o e x p l o r e 
the q u e s t i o n whether "East Germans under a so
c i a l i s t s ystem a r e , i n d e e d , d e v e l o p i n g a con
s c i o u s n e s s o f b e i n g a n e w and s e p a r a t e German 
nation." They admit t h a t they have not provided 
a d e f i n i t i v e answer but t h a t does not p r e v e n t 
t h i s from b e i n g a v a l u a b l e book f o r c l a s s r o o m 
use. 

Each s e c t i o n (on f o r e i g n p o l i c y , the econo
my, mass propaganda, and so on) i s preceded by a 
b a l a n c e d i n t r o d u c t i o n w h i c h p u t s the p i e c e i n 
p e r s p e c t i v e . H e l p f u l f o o t n o t e s a n n o t a t e the 
t e x t i t s e l f where names or t e r m s might be un
f a m i l i a r t o the undergraduate. Most u s e f u l of 
a l l are the half-dozen questions f o r d i s c u s s i o n 
at the end o f each o f the twenty-three chapters, 
which help the student to r e f l e c t c r i t i c a l l y on 
what he or she has j u s t read. 

The pedantic or s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t o r y language 
o f E a s t European o f f i c i a l d o m i s o f c o u r s e ex
tremely d u l l . But i f students are t o gain r e a l 
i n s i g h t i n t o the ways o f thought of one of these 
s o c i e t i e s , t hen such a t e x t book as t h i s may be 
the best way to convey that to non-German speak
e r s . Some o f t h e passages w i l l cause A m e r i c a n 
students to t h i n k about t h e i r own s o c i e t y , which 
i s a l w a y s s a l u t a r y . There i s , f o r example, a 
c h a p t e r c r i t i c i z i n g the s e n s a t i o n a l i s m o f the 
" b o u r g e o i s scandal press." 

The l i v e l i e s t p a r t s o f the book, because 
they are w r i t t e n w i t h a passion absent from the 
o f f i c i a l pronouncements, a r e t h o s e w h i c h a r e 
c r i t i c a l o f the regime. A d i s s i d e n t GDR s c h o l a r 
w r i t e s o f SED members as d i s i l l u s i o n e d i d e a l 
i s t s , o p p o r t u n i s t s , or f o o l s . The longest chap
t e r i n t h e book i s the o n l y one g i v e n over t o a 
w r i t e r from the FRG, Horst Krüger, who d e s c r i b e s 
a s e n t i m e n t a l j o u r n e y t o h i s hometown i n the 
GDR. I t i s a p o w e r f u l e v o c a t i o n o f the con
t i n u i t i e s and d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s i n the h i s t o r y o f 
the p l a c e . One o f the most v i v i d images w h i c h 
comes across i s the sheer boredom o f l i f e there 
now, and the accompanying mood o f r e s i g n a t i o n 
among the i n h a b i t a n t s . 

Most o f the s o u r c e s used f o r the e x t r a c t s 
are f a i r l y recent, though only one i s as l a t e as 
1980. A c o u p l e o f p a s s a g e s , i n c l u d i n g the one 
on the r o l e o f women i n GDR s o c i e t y , come from 
the mid-1960's. The e d i t o r s might have s e l e c t e d 
r a t h e r more c o n t e m p o r a r y r e p o r t s , so t h a t the 
book w o u l d not date so q u i c k l y . On the whole, 
though, t h i s i n n o v a t i v e attempt to b r i n g the GDR 
d i r e c t l y i n t o the classroom i s to be recommended 
warmly. 

Geoffrey J. G i l e s 
U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a 

P o l i t i c s and Change i n E a s t Germany: An 
E v a l u a t i o n of S o c i a l i s t Democracy. By C. Bradley 
Scharf. Boulder, Colorado: Westview, 1984. x i i + 
219 pages. $27.-; $11.95(pbk). 

The approach t a k e n i n t h i s book t o d i s c u s s 
the German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c was needed and 
l o n g overdue. I t i s a w e l l - w r i t t e n , c o m p l e t e , 
and, above a l l , f a i r i n t r o d u c t i o n to the i n t r i 
cate s t r u c t u r e o f one s o c i a l i s t democracy. This 
book s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n t h e g e n e r a l c o l 
l e c t i o n o f every c o l l e g e and u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y , 
and i t s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g i n c o u r s e s 
d e a l i n g w i t h the C e n t r a l European Area and par
t i c u l a r l y i n t h o s e "German L i f e and C u l t u r e " 
c o u r s e s w h i c h u s u a l l y d e a l a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y 
w i t h the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Having commenced w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n of t h i s 
review, a few p a r t i c u l a r s ought to be added. The 
a u t h o r ' s g o a l s a r e t o e v a l u a t e the GDR i n i t s 
own terms s i n c e i t " i s i n many aspects an anom
a l y , but no more so t h a n i s the F e d e r a l Repub
l i c " ; to place the GDR i n t o a comparative study 
o f u n i v e r s a l p o l i t i c a l phenomena—one might even 
c a l l them " p o l i t i c a l constants";and to counter
b a l a n c e t h e s u p e r f i c i a l i t y and s i m p l i f i c a t i o n 
o f many GDR i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s i n the West. Mr. 
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Scharf accomplishes a l l three goals. Reading h i s 
c h a p t e r on " S o c i a l and P o l i t i c a l D i f f e r e n t i 
a t i o n , " f o r example, t h i s r e a d e r s u f f e r e d the 
momentary i l l u s i o n t h a t h i s u n i v e r s i t y served as 
a b a s i s f o r d i s c u s s i n g " u n i v e r s a l p o l i t i c a l 
phenomena." 

T h i s i s a c a r e f u l l y w r i t t e n and produced 
book. I t co n t a i n s a thorough index, a map of the 
GDR (source?), e i g h t t a b l e s and c h a r t s , and only 
a few proofreading e r r o r s i n the b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
e n t r i e s . The b i b l i o g r a p h y , i n c i d e n t a l l y , i s 
g u i t e c o m p l e t e and i s brought u p - t o - d a t e t o 
1983. M i s s i n g a r e : Lützkendorf: D i e DDR (1980); 
Bundesrepublik D e u t s c h l a n d und DDR. D i e b e i d e n 
deutschen Staaten im Vergleich(1981); and F r i k -
ke: Die DDR-Staatssicherheit. Entwicklung, Struk
t u r , A k t i o n f e l d e r (1982J! 

I t i s a r e a d e r - f r i e n d l y book. The t i t l e s o f 
a l l German b i b l i o g r a p h i c e n t r i e s are accompanied 
by e x c e l l e n t E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s , and the t e x t , 
when necessary, i n c l u d e s German l e x i c a l sources; 
e.g., "county p a r t y l e a d e r s h i p ( B e z i r k s p a r t e i -
l e i t u n g - B P L ) " or "monitor ( k o n t r o l l i e r e n ) . " 

One only wishes t h a t there e x i s t e d a compan
ion volume on West Germany. 

Western Michigan U n i v e r s i t y 
Peter W. Krawutschke 

Stephan H e r m l i n : Äußerungen 1944-1982. B e r l i n 
und Weimar: Aufbau-Verlag, 1983. 12,80 M 

Der A u f b a u - V e r l a g hat u n t e r der Be t r e u u n g 
von U l r i c h D i e t z e l d i e s e einen Zeitraum von f a s t 
v i e r z i g J a h r e n umfassende Auswahl aus Stephan 
Hermlins e s s a y i s t i s c h e m und p u b l i z i s t i s c h e m Werk 
vorgelegt. E i n gelungenes Buch, b r i n g t es doch 
gerade für d i e A u s l a n d s g e r m a n i s t i k o f t m a l s 
schwer zugängliche Texte des nun 70-jährigen 
A u t o r s i n e i n e r h a n d l i c h e n A r b e i t s a u s g a b e 
zusammen. Es wäre durchaus besser gewesen, wenn 

der Herausgeber g l e i c h neben der Überschrift d i e 
J a h r e s z a h l des j e w e i l s w i e d e r a b g e d r u c k t e n 
B e i t r a g e s von H e r m l i n angegeben hätte. Das 
würde e i n e e r s t e O r i e n t i e r u n g um v i e l e s 
e r l e i c h t e r n . I m " N a c h w e i s e " - T e i l f i n d e n s i c h 
dann d i e erwünschten Jahreszahlen. 

Neben e i n e r Reihe von a b g e d r u c k t e n Reden, 
auf mehreren S c h r i f t s t e l l e r k o n g r e s s e n g e h a l t e n 
(1947, 1956, 1961, 1978, 1981), s i n d Beiträge 
des s t r e i t b a r e n A n t i f a s c h i s t e n H e r m l i n 
v e r t r e t e n , d i e p l a s t i s c h d i e P h a s e d e r 
a n t i f a s c h i s t i s c h - d e m o k r a t i s c h e n Umwälzung i n der 
DDR w i d e r s p i e g e i n . So etwa i n : " O f f e n e r B r i e f 
an A r a g o n " . I n t e r e s s a n t i s t i n d i e s e m 
Zusammenhang auch d e r R a d i o v o r t r a g über den 
ehemaligen Marburger Romanisten Werner K r a u s s , 
der j a b e k a n n t l i c h s e i n e r z e i t E r n s t Bloch nach 
L e i p z i g h o l t e . 

A l l e Beiträge v e r m i t t e l n neben d e r 
thematischen Auseinandersetzung e i n e n E i n b l i c k 
i n d i e g e s e l l s c h a f t l i c h e n Bedingungen, u n t e r 
denen das j e w e i l s für den Tag Geschriebene n i c h t 
i n s e i n e r H o h l h e i t s t e h e n b l e i b t , sondern Hermlin 
a l s den gewohnt k r i t i s c h e n erscheinen läßt. Zur 
Absetzung P e t e r Hüchels a l s C h e f r e d a k t e u r von 
" S i n n u n d F o r m " ( 1 9 6 2 ) äußert H e r m l i n 
b e i s p i e l s w e i s e : " E i n e b i t t e r e , für d i e 
V e r a n t w o r t l i c h e n beschämende Epoche begann". 

Es f e h l e n d i e s e l b s t k r i t i s c h e n Beiträge 
e i n e s DDR-Bürgers d i e A n f e i n d u n g e n Lukacs' und 
B l o c h s - - b e i d e wären 1985 h u n d e r t J a h r e a l t 
geworden--und s o l c h e Biermanns Ausbürgerung 
b e t r e f f e n d . Wann w i r d es möglich s e i n , auch 
darüber i n der DDR s o z i a l i s t i s c h - h u m a n i s t i s c h zu 
schreiben? 

Magdalene M u e l l e r 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y 

e i n s t war i c h fänger im schnee. Neue Texte und 
B i l d e r aus der DDR. Lutz Rathenow, Hrsg. 
W e s t - B e r l i n : Oberbaum Verlag, 1984. 115 Seiten. 
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