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s t a t e can o n l y become s t r o n g when the masses 
know e v e r y t h i n g , and can act c o n s c i o u s l y on the 
b a s i s o f in formed judgment. And t h i s i s indeed 
what East German t h e o r i s t s c a l l f o r : the broad 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n , a h e a l t h y , 
c r i t i c a l exchange o f i d e a s , l e a d i n g to r a t i o n a l 
and ba lanced d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g by the Pa r t y . Few. 
readers o f Zagat ta ' s book w i l l be s u r p r i s e d tha t 
the r e a l i t y o f the GDR i s d i f f e r e n t . 

The major p a r t o f h i s study i s g i v en over to 
a d i s c u s s i o n o f models and t h e o r i e s of communi­
c a t i o n i n t h e GDR. J o u r n a l i s m i s seen by 
t h e o r i s t s as t h e l i n k t h a t b i n d s t o g e t h e r th e 
p u b l i c w i t h the p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p , g i v i n g the 
f o r m e r a m e a s u r e o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t a l p r o c e s s . On the o t h e r hand the 
mass med ia a r e a c k n o w l e d g e d t o be a p o w e r f u l 
means o f m a n i p u l a t i o n : " t h e f a s t e s t - r e a c t i n g 
and t a c t i c a l l y most m o b i l e , i d e o l o g i c a l and 
p o l i t i c a l weapons o f the pa r t y . " S e n s i t i v e , new 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s f i r s t a i r e d among the SED 
c a d r e s , no t i n the n e w s p a p e r s , and t h e s e p a r t y 
f u n c t i o n a r i e s t h e n d i s s e m i n a t e i t as u n e v e n t ­
f u l l y as p o s s i b l e . 

Zagat ta ' s f i n a l and most i n t e r e s t i n g chapter 
r ep resen ts a case s tudy o f how the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f p r e - m i l i t a r y i n s t r u c t i o n i n t o the s c h o o l 
c u r r i c u l u m b r o k e a l l t h e r u l e s on open 
government t h a t t h e o r e t i c a l l y e x i s t i n the GDR. 
The p r a e s i d i u m o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s 
a p p a r e n t l y a d o p t e d the measure on 21 O c t o b e r 
1976. There f o l l o w e d v a r i o u s c o n f i d e n t i a l 
d i r e c t i v e s , c u l m i n a t i n g i n a d e t a i l e d e d i c t o f 1 
F e b r u a r y 1978, w h i c h d e c l a r e d W e h r u n t e r r i c h t 
o b l i g a t o r y f o r a l l 9 t h and 1 0 t h g rade p u p i l s . 
The p u b l i c r e m a i n e d c o m p l e t e l y i n t h e d a r k , 
however, u n t i l E v a n g e l i c a l church l eade rs caught 
word d u r i n g May 1978 o f what was a f o o t . The 
E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t r y had c l e a r l y r e c k o n e d on 
o p p o s i t i o n , hav ing prepared a form l e t t e r to be 
sent to o b j e c t i n g pa ren t s , and o p p o s i t i o n there 
was ! Yet the c o n c e r n s were h e a r d o n l y i n the 
c h u r c h p r e s s . The S E D - c o n t r o l l e d p r e s s c o n ­
t a i n e d a lmost no re f e rence to any d i f f e r e n c e o f 

o p i n i o n on the sub jec t between church and s t a t e . 
Z a g a t t a c o n c l u d e s t h a t the SED h i n d e r s i t s own 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s by not p e r m i t t i n g an independent 
p r e s s , because i t only r e c e i v e s a skewed p i c t u r e 
o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n through i t s own o f f i c i a l chan­
n e l s . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o see the p o i n t o f a book 
t h a t condemns the GDR f o r no t h a v i n g a f r e e 
p r e s s . No c ommun i s t c o u n t r y has one nor i s 
l i k e l y t o , and no amount o f e x h o r t a t i o n from the 
West i s g o i n g to change t h a t . That i s r a t h e r 
w e l l known, and t h i s d r y , though m e r c i f u l l y 
b r i e f , monograph was not necessary to r e v ea l the 
f a c t . I f i t d i d a n y t h i n g t o i n c r e a s e t h i s 
r e v i e w e r ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the GDR, i t was i n 
r e i n f o r c i n g the v a l u a b l e r o l e p l a y e d by the 
c h u r c h as the n a g g i n g c o n s c i e n c e o f s o c i e t y . 
The o v e r a l l t o n e o f t h e book i s r a t h e r 
p a t r o n i z i n g i n a way which most s c h o l a r s i n the 
East and West w i l l not f i n d h e l p f u l or welcome. 

Geof frey J . G i l e s 
U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a 

Depesche an meine zukünftigen E l t e r n : Texte für 
den F r i e d e n . Ed . by E r h a r d S c h e r m e r , a s s i s t e d 
by P e t e r R o t h e r . B e r l i n : Neues L e b e n , 1984. 
210 pp. 

Upon r e a d i n g the e d i t o r ' s foreword w r i t t e n 
by E r h a r d S c h e r m e r , one i s l e d to b e l i e v e t h a t 
t h i s vo lume i s an a n t h o l o g y o f p o e t r y w h i c h 
demonstrates how prominent poets throughout the 
ages have p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t the h o r r o r s of war 
and p l e a d e d f o r t h e cause o f peace . The young 
GDR p o e t s whose work i s f e a t u r e d i n t h i s book 
a r e m e r e l y c o n t i n u i n g i n t h i s l o n g t r a d i t i o n . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n i s t o t a l l y 
inadequate , for much o f t h i s volume amounts to 
no th ing more than o l d - f a s h i o n e d , u n i m a g i n a t i v e , 
s i m p l i s t i c Communis t p r o p a g a n d a , the tone o f 
which i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f the Co ld War era o f the 

68 69 1

Gardiner: Erhard Schermer and Peter Rother, eds.: Depesche an meine zukünft

Published by New Prairie Press, 1986



1950s. S c h e r m e r s e t s t h e t one i n h i s e d i t o r ' s 
f o r e w o r d , d a t e d 12 J a n u a r y 1984 , by b i t t e r l y 
a t t a c k i n g US a c t i o n s i n Lebanon, N icaragua , and 
Grenada, and then h i g h l y l a u d i n g a l l the Sov i e t 
peace p roposa l s . A l though Schermer at one po in t 
i n h i s f o r e w o r d does c a l l upon a l l p e o p l e s o f 
the w o r l d t o work a c t i v e l y f o r p eac e , i n h i s 
c o n c l u d i n g r e m a r k s he r e s t r i c t s h i s a p p e a l 
p r i m a r i l y to S o c i a l i s t s . 

In the a n t h o l o g y i t s e l f e v e r y e f f o r t has 
been made to cas t the C a p i t a l i s t warmongers i n 
the w o r s t p o s s i b l e l i g h t . F r e g u e n t g r a p h i c 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s a r e u s e d (43 i n a l l ) ; some a re 
v e r y p o w e r f u l d e p i c t i o n s o f t h e h o r r o r s o f 
n u c l e a r wa r , b u t most a r e c l e a r l y a imed a t t h e 
West and aga ins t NATO. Among the poems, we f i n d 
some such as Hans D i e t e r Schütt's "NBC News (1)" 
and "NBC News (2)" which are c l e a r l y i n c l u d e d i n 
t h i s vo lume because o f the s t r o n g l y a n t i -
Amer ican sent iment expressed and not because o f 
any i n t r i n s i c l i t e r a r y m e r i t . M o r e o v e r , the 
f u r t h e r one r e a d s , t h e s t r o n g e r th e p ropaganda 
g e t s i n t o n e . I t i s c l e a r t h a t by the end o f 
the book the reader i s t o be l e f t w i t h a f e e l i n g 
o f r e v u l s i o n aga ins t the e v i l s o f C a p i t a l i s m . 

The a u t h o r s who have been s e l e c t e d f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n t h i s anthology a l s o c l e a r l y demon­
s t r a t e t h i s p r o - S o c i a l i s t b i a s . ( A l l s e l e c t i o n s 
from non-German poets have been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 
German.) A m e r i c a n l i t e r a t u r e i s r epresented by 
one s h o r t s e l e c t i o n f rom the works o f W a l t 
W h i t m a n , w h e r e a s P a b l o N e r u d a , a c u r r e n t 
f a v o r i t e o f the GDR l i t e r a r y e s t a b l i s h m e n t , has 
t h r e e s e l e c t i o n s f rom h i s work i n c l u d e d . One 
a l s o d i s c o v e r s a s e l e c t i o n e n t i t l e d "An d i e 
H e r r e n der K r i e g e " f rom t h e pen o f t h a t v e r y 
r e m a r k a b l e and p r o f o u n d poet Bob D y l a n . T h i s 
poem i s a v e r i t a b l e l i t a n y o f c o m p l a i n t s aga ins t 
the e v i l s o f C a p i t a l i s m . 

One must ask onese l f i n r ead ing t h i s volume 
whe the r o r not t h i s t ype o f c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l 
p ropaganda i s not i n f a c t s e l f - d e f e a t i n g i n 
f u r t h e r i n g the cause o f peace. Today more than 
e v e r i t seems g u i t e a p p a r e n t t h a t r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e s from many d i f f e r e n t lands and o f d i f f e r i n g 
p o l i t i c a l v i ews must work together to f i n d areas 
o f mutual unders tand ing i f we are to e s t a b l i s h a 
sound b a s i s for wor ld peace. Strong propaganda 
a t t a c k s upon p e r s o n s h o l d i n g p o l i t i c a l v i e w s 
w h i c h d i f f e r from our own and a g a i n s t o t h e r 
f o rms o f s o c i e t y and gove rnment o n l y work to 
e m p h a s i z e d i f f e r e n c e s and make c o o p e r a t i o n 
d i f f i c u l t , i f not i m p o s s i b l e . 

Once the d i s c e r n i n g r e a d e r , however , goes 
beyond the p r o p a g a n d a , he w i l l d i s c o v e r t h a t 
t h i s anthology does prov ide e x c e l l e n t samples of 
work by young GDR p o e t s . The L i s t o f A u t h o r s 
(pp. 198-201) r e v e a l s tha t many were born i n the 
1 9 5 0 s a n d some e v e n i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s . These 
f l e d g l i n g p o e t s f r e g u e n t l y d i s p l a y a d a z z l i n g 
m a s t e r y o f p o e t i c f o rms and enormous t a l e n t . 
Any r e a d e r w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y f i n d s o m e t h i n g t o 
f i t h i s t a s t e as he l e a f s t h r o u g h the v o lume . 
I t m i g h t be , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e s i m p l e poem 
" F r i e d e n s p i e l e " by P e t e r S c h u t t i n w h i c h he 
p o i n t s out t h a t even c h i l d r e n know how t o p l a y 
wa r , but how does one go about t e a c h i n g p e o p l e 
t o p l a y peace? Ingeburg B r a n o n e r , i n a v e r y 
moving poem e n t i t l e d s i m p l y "Nachk r i e g sk inde r , " 
d e s c r i b e s t h e t e r r i b l e t i m e s t h a t s h e 
e x p e r i e n c e d a f t e r W o r l d War I I and c o n c l u d e s : 
" i c h w i l l n i c h t , d a B u n s r e K i n d e r / 
V o r k r i e g s k i n d e r werden." 

The impact o f these poems i s f r e guen t l y very 
p o w e r f u l . Many o f these p o e t s e x p r e s s t h e i r 
g r e a t f e a r o f a n u c l e a r h o l o c a u s t . They f e a r 
f o r t h e m s e l v e s , t h e i r l o v e d ones , and f o r the 
f u t u r e o f t h e human r a c e , and p l e a d f o r a l l 
p e o p l e t o work t o g e t h e r f o r w o r l d peace . Love 
and unders tand ing are u s u a l l y the most impor tant 
themes i n these poems. The c o n c i l i a t o r y tone o f 
t h e s e w o r k s s t a n d s i n s t a r k c o n t r a s t to the 
s t r i d e n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l tone o f much o f the 
propaganda. 

On b a l a n c e , t h e n , t h i s book c o u l d have been 
much b e t t e r t h a n i t i s . I t t a k e s some r e a l 
e f f o r t t o s e p a r a t e the wheat ( p o e t r y ) f rom the 
c h a f f ( p ropaganda ) . T h i s book s h o u l d p rove t o 

70 71 2

GDR Bulletin, Vol. 12 [1986], Iss. 2, Art. 23

https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol12/iss2/23
DOI: 10.4148/gdrb.v12i2.789



be most a p p e a l i n g t o t h o s e s c h o l a r s who a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g an o v e r v i e w o f modern 
p o e t r y i n t h e GDR and who a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
young East German poets , many o f whom are s t i l l 
r e l a t i v e l y unknown. 

J e f f r e y B. Gard iner 
Western M i ch i gan U n i v e r s i t y 

Der Holzwurm und der König: Märchenhaftes und 
Wundersames für E r w a c h s e n e . Ed. K laus Hammer. 
H a l l e and L e i p z i g : M i t t e l d e u t s c h e r V e r l a g , 1985. 
324 pages . M 13.50 . 

F o l l o w i n g decades o f n e g l e c t i n f a v o r o f 
more r e a l i s t i c , i . e . , more s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l l y 
o r i e n t e d works f o r c h i l d r e n , f a i r y t a l e s i n the 
l a t e 60s and 70s f i n a l l y e n j o y e d w i d e s p r e a d 
acceptance i n the GDR. The resurgence o f f a i r y ­
t a l e s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g t o d a y , i n p a r t 
b e cause o f t h e p i o n e e r i n g work o f s u c h w e l l 
r e s p e c t e d a u t h o r s as F r a n z Fühmann and J u r i j 
B r e z a n ; i n a d d i t i o n , the d e d i c a t i o n o f younger 
w r i t e r s s u c h as R a i n e r K i r s c h o r D i e t e r Mucke 
was e s s e n t i a l i f the form were t o c o n t i n u e t o 
t h r i v e , as i t indeed has. One i n d i c a t i o n o f the 
f a i r y t a l e ' s c u r r e n t p o p u l a r i t y and o f f i c i a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n i s t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s n a t i o n a l 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e Grimm b r o t h e r s i n 1 9 8 5 -
1986. 

W i t h b o t h t r a d i t i o n a l t a l e s from Germany's 
p a s t and c o n t e m p o r a r y t a l e s by the GDR's own 
authors now i n vogue, the present c o l l e c t i o n of 
t w e n t y - s i x modern f a i r y t a l e s by t w e n t y - f i v e o f 
the c o u n t r y ' s f i n e s t a u t h o r s comes as l i t t l e 
s u r p r i s e . F u l l y h a l f o f the c o l l e c t i o n ' s works, 
i n f a c t , have p r e v i o u s l y appeared e lsewhere i n 
p r i n t . S t i l l the c o l l e c t i o n i s a welcome one, 
s i n c e i t i s one o f t h e f i r s t t o b r i n g 
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s i n th e g en r e such as F r a n z 
Fühmann (Der Drache und de r Schme t t e r l i n g ) and 
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J u r i j B r e z a n ( G e r e c h t i g k e i t ) t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t a l e n t e d w r i t e r s of c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e such 
as M a n f r e d J e n d r y s c h i k (D i e Königsk i n d e r ) or 
Helga Schubert (Das Märchen von den glücklichen 
t r a u r i g e n Menschen ) . I n c l u d e d as w e l l a r e 
s e v e r a l a u t h o r s n o r m a l l y t h o u g h t t o w r i t e 
p r i m a r i l y , i f not e x c l u s i v e l y , for a d u l t s : Peter 
Hacks (Armer R i t t e r and Der W i c h t e l p r i n z ) , 
C h r i s t o p h H e i n (Wie Schnauz der E s e l m i t dem 
C l o c h a r d nach P a r i s r e i s t e , um P r o f e s s o r zu 
w e r d e n ) " Ra iner K i r s c h (Der geschenkte Tag oder 
Der k l e i n e l i l a N e b e l ) , and I r m t r a u d Morgner 
(D i e H e i r a t s s c h w i n d l e r i n oder - - Warum muB 
Barbara auf i h r e n ProzeB warten) . 

From a t h e m a t i c p o i n t o f v i e w , the c o l l e c ­
t i o n i s t oo d i v e r s e to p e r m i t easy c a t e g o r i z a ­
t i o n . R a t h e r , the s t o r i e s r u n the gamut o f 
human e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e i r t r e a t m e n t o f such 
u n i v e r s a l t h e m e s as s e l f - i d e n t i t y , s o c i a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n , l ove , and death - - themes tha t are 
o f t i m e l e s s concern to both c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s . 
I t i s t h i s f a c t w h i c h p e r h a p s p r ompt ed the 
e d i t o r to s u b t i t l e the c o l l e c t i o n "Märchenhaftes 
und Wundersames für E r w a c h s e n e / ' Fo r a l t h o u g h 
c h i l d r e n are c l e a r l y the pr imary t a r ge t o f these 
s t o r i e s , grownups too w i l l d e r i v e enjoyment and 
i n s i g h t from t h i s v a r i e d c o l l e c t i o n . 

Thomas D i Napo l i 
L o u i s i a n a S ta t e U n i v e r s i t y 

E i n m a l war F r o s t i n d i e Blüten g e f a l l e n . Von 
H i l d e g a r d Zande r , H i n s t o r f f V e r l a g , 1984. 277 
S e i t e n . Keine Pre isangabe. 

H i n t e r d i e s em s e n t i m e n t a l k l ingenden T i t e l 
v e r b i r g t s i c h e ine Gesch i ch te , d i e s i c h zwar zum 
überwiegenden T e i l i n der trockenen A r b e i t s w e l t 
e ines DDR Fahrzeug -Be t r i ebes a b s p i e l t , aber vor 
a l l e m von den Emotionen C h r i s t i n e s , e i n e r jungen 
F r a u i n den e r s t e n Ehe j ä h r e n , h a n d e l t . 
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