
GDR Bulletin GDR Bulletin 

Volume 13 
Issue 1 Spring Article 1 

1987 

Notes in Brief Notes in Brief 

various authors 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/gdr 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
authors, various (1987) "Notes in Brief," GDR Bulletin: Vol. 13: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/
gdrb.v13i1.793 

This Announcement is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in GDR Bulletin by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information, please contact 
cads@k-state.edu. 

https://newprairiepress.org/gdr
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol13
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol13/iss1
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol13/iss1/1
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fgdr%2Fvol13%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v13i1.793
https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v13i1.793
mailto:cads@k-state.edu


SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION: A s u b s c r i p t i o n to the 
GDR B u l l e t i n i s f o r a c a l e n d a r y e a r . In 1987 
the c o s t f o r two i s s u e s ( S p r i n g and F a l l ) w i l l 
be t h r e e d o l l a r s f o r i n d i v i d u a l s , t e n d o l l a r s 
f o r i n s t i t u t i o n s . F o r e i g n s u b s c r i b e r s p l e a s e 
add one d o l l a r for postage. 

Your m a i l i n g l a b e l i n d i c a t e s the month and 
year when your s u b s c r i p t i o n e x p i r e s . For e x ­
ample, the f o l l o w i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n e x p i r e s i n 
December 1986: 

Professor Winter 12/86 

Please renew i n a t i m e l y fashion. We can­
not a f f o r d to send reminder n o t i c e s . Thank you. 

GDR B u l l e t i n 

P u b l i s h e d t w i c e a year by the Department o f 
Germanic Languages and L i t e r a t u r e s , Box 1104, 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y , S t . L o u i s , HO 63130 

Correspondence s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d t o t h e 
E d i t o r , Thomas C. Fox, or to the s t a f f : 

Books Received: I n g r i d Fry. 
Book Reviews: Carol Anne C o s t a b i l e , I n g r i d Fry, 
Charles G r a i r , Stephanie B. Pafenberg, Hildegard 
P i e t s c h , Adelheid Rundholz. 
B i b l i o g r a p h y : C o r n e l i a Petermann, John C. 
Pe t t e y . 
Conferences: Stephanie B. Pafenberg. 
Journal Notes: Margaret Pink. 
Notes i n B r i e f : Rachel Freudenberg. 
Travel and Exchange: Katherine Quimby Johnson. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s : Laura C o n t i , Andreas Thomas. 
V i s i t i n g L e c turers: Rachel Freudenberg. 
Production and Layout: Thomas C. Fox, Robert S. 
Freeman, K a t h e r i n e Q. Johnson, S t e p h a n i e B. 
Pafenberg. 

NOTES IN BRIEF 
B.K. T r a g e l e h n , a t h e a t e r d i r e c t o r from the 

German Democratic R e p u b l i c , was named drama 
d i r e c t o r of the Schauspielhaus of Düsseldorf for 
the coming season on February 27. The appoint­
ment marks the f i r s t t i m e t h a t an E a s t German 
d i r e c t o r has assumed a permanent, o f f i c i a l p o s i ­
t i o n at a t h e a t e r i n the F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c . 
Tragelehn, who was born i n Dresden i n 1936, was 
a student o f dramatist B e r t o l t Brecht and d i r e c ­
t o r E r i c h E n g e l s i n the 1950s and made a name 
for h i m s e l f w i t h h i s productions of plays by GDR 
playwright Heiner Mül l e r . Tragelehn refused to 
d i s c l o s e h i s f i r s t name to the press and c a l l e d 
h i s appointment " c o m p l e t e l y u n s p e c t a c u l a r , " 
adding t h a t i n D ü s s e l d o r f , t o o , he wanted t o 
c o n t i n u e h i s l o n g w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
M ü l l e r . Volker Canaris, the general manager of 
the Schauspielhaus, s a i d he expected from Trage¬
l e h n a " n e c e s s a r y , i m p o r t a n t s i g n a l " f o r the 
a r t i s t i c work of the Düsseldorf theater. 

CHILDREN IN BERLIN 

Thomas A. Davey's book on c h i l d h o o d i n East 
and West B e r l i n w i l l be brought out i n f a l l 1987 
by Duke U n i v e r s i t y Press. Davey i s a psycholo­
g i s t i n Boston and a Teaching Fellow at Harvard. 

RATHENOW DENIED VISA 

The GDR w r i t e r Lutz Rathenow has been denied 
an e x i t v i s a and i s unable to a c c e p t an i n v i t a ­
t i o n to spend time as Writer-in-Residence at the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Texas, A u s t i n . 
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WHAT IS GDR POETRY? 

For the n a t i v e E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g s t u d e n t 
who might be plagued by t h i s question, D i e t e r P. 
Lotze's a r t i c l e on "East German P o e t r y " ( C r i ­
t i c a l Survey of Poetry, Foreign Language S e r i e s . 
La Canada, CA: Salem Press, Inc., 1984) provides 
a b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n to GDR l y r i c i s t s . L o t z e 
examines the ways i n w h i c h GDR po e t r y i s d i s ­
t i n c t w i t h i n the l a r g e r domain of German l i t ­
e r a t u r e , and thus p r o v i d e s i n s i g h t s i n t o the 
i d e o l o g i c a l u n d e r p i n i n g s o f the p o e t r y o f the 
GDR. Lotze a l s o provides a u s e f u l b i b l i o g r a p h y . 

LUTHER REVISITED 

Brent 0. Peterson's "'Workers o f the w o r l d 
u n i t e - f o r God's sake!' Recent L u t h e r Scho­
l a r s h i p i n the German Democratic Republic" ( S i x ­
teenth Century Essays & Stu d i e s , James D. Tracy, 
ed., v o l V I I . Edward B r o t h e r s : Ann A r b o r , 
1986.) l o o k s a t the p o p u l a r , p o l i t i c a l , and 
s c h o l a r l y d i m e n s i o n s o f the GDR's r e a c t i o n to 
Luther's 500th b i r t h d a y , which was celebrated i n 
1983. Peterson traces the d i f f e r i n g opinions 
t h a t have been taken t oward L u t h e r by GDR h i s ­
t o r i a n s throughout the years. He pays p a r t i c u ­
l a r a t t e n t i o n to the development o f the " e a r l y 
b o u r g e o i s r e v o l u t i o n paradigm," and shows how 
i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o h i s t o r i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p 
reshaped a p r i m a r i l y n e g a t i v e image of L u t h e r 
which had predominated i n the GDR sin c e Engels' 
work, on t h i s theologian. Peterson's notes pro­
vide extensive b i b l i o g r a p h i c m a t e r i a l . 

TRAVEL & EXCHANGE 

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM WITH THE GDR 1988-1989 

C o n t i n g e n t upon s u c c e s s f u l c o m p l e t i o n o f 
negot i a t i o n s to e s t a b l i s h a new program of F u l -
b r i g h t exchanges w i t h the German D e m o c r a t i c 
Republic, awards w i l l be of f e r e d i n 1988-89 for 
r e s e a r c h and u n i v e r s i t y l e c t u r i n g i n the GDR. 
The Council for I n t e r n a t i o n a l Exchange of Scho­
l a r s (CIES), an a f f i l i a t e of the American Coun­
c i l o f Learned S o c i e t i e s , p a r t i c i p a t e s with the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s I n f o r m a t i o n Agency (USIA) i n a d ­
m i n i s t e r i n g the F u l b r i g h t S c h o l a r Awards i n 
research and u n i v e r s i t y l e c t u r i n g abroad. 

Of the s i x awards o f f e r e d for each academic 
y e a r , t h r e e are f o r l e c t u r i n g i n any f i e l d and 
th r e e are f o r r e s e a r c h i n any f i e l d . The 
l e n g t h o f a r e s e a r c h award may l a s t from t h r e e 
to ten months. Knowledge of German i s required. 
L e c t u r e s h i p s a r e f o r e i t h e r or both s e m e s t e r s . 
Areas o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n c l u d e American 
S t u d i e s , U.S. h i s t o r y , economics, a r c h i t e c t u r e 
and c i t y p l a n n i n g , s o c i o l o g y , e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s t u d i e s , and art h i s t o r y . A p p l i c a t i o n s i n other 
f i e l d s are a l s o welcome. Although the a p p l i c a ­
t i o n of candidates w i t h an a b i l i t y to l e c t u r e i n 
German i s e s p e c i a l l y encouraged, l e c t u r i n g i n 
E n g l i s h may a l s o be p o s s i b l e i n some c a s e s . 
Lectures i n American l i t e r a t u r e may be given i n 
E n g l i s h . 

The academic year i n the GDR i s September 
through June. Major u n i v e r s i t i e s of the GDR are 
located i n B e r l i n , L e i p z i g , Rostock, Gera, Jena, 
Dresden, and G r e i f s w a l d . Housing may be d i f f i ­
c u l t f o r l a r g e f a m i l i e s . School f o r dependent 
c h i l d r e n i s a v a i l a b l e only i n German. 

B e n e f i t s : $1,200-1,300 per month ( i n 
U.S. d o l l a r s ) f o r r e s e a r c h e r s and $1,700 t o 
$1,800 per month ( i n U.S. d o l l a r s ) f o r l e c ­
t u r e r s , p l u s an i n i t i a l a l l o w a n c e of a p p r o x i -
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