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S t ü d e s i n LiüR C u l t u r e and S o c i e t y 6 : Selected 
Papers from the Eleventh New Hampshire Symposium 
on the German Democratic Republic. Ed. by Marqy 
Gerber et a l . Lanham, London: U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s 
o f A m e r i c a , 1986. v i i i + 206 pp. 

This i s the s i x t h volume i n the by now w e l l -
e s t a b l i s h e d s e r i e s , p r e s e n t i n g fourteen r e v i s e d 
v e r s i o n s of papers f i r s t given at the New Hamp­
s h i r e Symposium i n 1985. The c o n t r i b u t o r s , from 
s i x d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the GDR, come 
from a v a r i e t y o f s c h o l a r l y p u r s u i t s , w h i c h 
c r e a t e s not o n l y an i n t e r n a t i o n a l but a l s o an 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y panel and survey. 

Areas d e a l t w i t h range from assessments of 
t h e GDR's e c o n o m i c p e r f o r m a n c e ( A r t h u r A. 
Stahnke) and i t s p r o b l e m s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
( P i e t e r A. Boot), to f a s c i n a t i n g and i n f o r m a t i v e 
e s s a y s on the p o e t r y and s o c i a l thought o f the 
poet R i c h a r d P i e t r a Q (Anna C h i a r l o n i ) and the 
c r i t i c a l a p p r a i s a l of Wolf Biermann's production 
and p o s i t i o n i n West Germany ( D e n n i s R. 
McCormick). Foreign p o l i c y i s s u e s are the focus 
of a b r i e f East German appeal for i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o o p e r a t i o n , remarkable mainly for what sounds 
l i k e an a t t e m p t t o e s t a b l i s h an independent 
p o s i t i o n between the s u p e r p o w e r r s ( K a r l - H e i n z 
Röder). 

At l e a s t four p i e c e s are devoted to what can 
b e s t be d e s c r i b e d as GDR s o c i e t y and s o c i a l 
i s s u e s . I n c l u d e d i s a very r e a l i s t i c d e s c r i p ­
t i o n of the c o n f l i c t between r h e t o r i c and p r a c ­
t i c e or o f f i c i a l and p r i v a t e a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d 
the r o l e o f women i n GDR l i f e , and how i t i s 
p a r t i a l l y r e f l e c t e d i n l i t e r a r y works ( I r e n e 
D o l l i n g ) . This f o l l o w s an e q u a l l y i l l u s i o n - f r e e 
account of the problems a r i s i n g from the empha­
s i s on t e c h n o l o g y and p r o d u c t i v i t y i n a s o c i a l 
and p o l i t i c a l system t h e o r e t i c a l l y d e v o t e d to 
the humanization o f work (Mike Dennis). A c l o s e 
and c r i t i c a l l o o k at s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s , such as 
the p e c u l i a r l y P r u s s i a n one o f U n t e r t a n i q k e i t , 
reveals some changes, e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e the e a r l y 
Seventies ( D i e t r i c h S t o r i t z ) which a r e , u n f o r t u ­

n a t e l y , not n e a r l y as o b v i o u s i n the area of 
M a r x i s t theory and i t s uses i n E a s t e r n Europe 
(Lyman H. L e g t e r s ) . This e x c e l l e n t M a r x i s t 
c r i t i q u e of Eastern European p o l i t i c s should be 
required reading for any student of GDR r e a l i t y , 
be i t s o c i a l or l i t e r a r y , s i n c e i t p r o v i d e s a 
framework for understanding many of the issues 
r a i s e d i n p o l i c y debates as w e l l as i n n o v e l s . 
The piece on a t t i t u d e s toward sex and marriage 
(Rüdiger P i e p e r ) reminds one of V o l k e r Braun's 
Hinze-Kunze Roman, i n which the p a r t y and i t s 
t h e o r y are a l s o q u i t e o f t e n ahead of the a t t i ­
tudes and r e a l i t i e s of the rank and f i l e . T h i s 
essay d o v e t a i l s n e a t l y w i t h the f i n d i n g s of 
Dolling and S t a r i t z i n d i c a t e d above. 

The r e m a i n i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s a l l d e a l w i t h 
l i t e r a r y questions, but place them f i r m l y i n the 
s o c i o p o l i t i c a l m a t r i x e s t a b l i s h e d i n the other 
e s says and r e i n f o r c e o r c o r r e c t some of t h e i r 
f i n d i n g s . Whether that i s done by i n v e s t i g a t i n g 
"Changing Patterns of Male and Female I d e n t i t y 
i n Recent GDR Prose," ( C h r i s t i a n e Zehl Romero), 
a b r i l l i a n t p i e c e , or e x amining d e p i c t i o n s of 
outsiders and the c r i t i q u e of the i d e a l s o c i a l ­
i s t p e r s o n a l i t y type i n a most evocative fashion 
( C a r o l Poore), these essays s e t the agenda f o r 
future d i s c u s s i o n s of changes i n the GDR. Equal­
l y i n d i c a t i v e are the two p e r c e p t i v e e ssays 
w r i t t e n i n German which foc u s on the change i n 
the t h e o r y and p r a c t i c e o f l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m 
and s c h o l a r s h i p i n the GDR i n the E i g h t i e s . The 
second one (Gerd Labroisse) exposes progress i n 
t h i s a r e a , a view a l s o e x p r e s s e d i n a d e t a i l e d 
look at the recent d i s c u s s i o n of avantgarde und 
postmodernism i n the GDR (Günther Erbe). 

An o v e r a l l u n i f i e d image of change, a l b e i t 
slow change, and a s o c i e t y beset w i t h most of 
the problems shared by modern i n d u s t r i a l i z e d 
n a t i o n s emerges and s e r v e s as an e x c e l l e n t 
framework for any attempt at understanding the 
GDR today. 

Herbert A. Arnold 
Wesleyan U n i v e r s i t y 
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