
GDR Bulletin GDR Bulletin 

Volume 14 
Issue 2 Fall Article 18 

1988 

Klaus Hermsdorf: Literarisches Leben in Berlin. Aufklärer und Klaus Hermsdorf: Literarisches Leben in Berlin. Aufklärer und 

Romantiker Romantiker 

Hamilton HH. Beck 
Wabash College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/gdr 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Beck, Hamilton HH. (1988) "Klaus Hermsdorf: Literarisches Leben in Berlin. Aufklärer und Romantiker," 
GDR Bulletin: Vol. 14: Iss. 2. https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v14i2.869 

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by New Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
GDR Bulletin by an authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. For more information, please contact cads@k-
state.edu. 

https://newprairiepress.org/gdr
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol14
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol14/iss2
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr/vol14/iss2/18
https://newprairiepress.org/gdr?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fgdr%2Fvol14%2Fiss2%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.4148/gdrb.v14i2.869
mailto:cads@k-state.edu
mailto:cads@k-state.edu


i n the G D R seems to i n c l u d e the theater i n a n o v e r a l l 
p r o d u c t i o n s chedu l e . T h i s stress, h o w e v e r , is e n t i r e l y 
a p p r o p r i a t e i n a h a n d b o o k . L e d e r e r r i g h t l y p o i n t s ou t 
that f e w E a s t G e r m a n p l a y w r i g h t s b e y o n d the mos t 
p r o m i n e n t are k n o w n i n the West. H e takes o n the 
cha l l enge o f p r e s e n t i n g the en t i r e l andscape o f p l a y 
p e r f o r m a n c e , a d a u n t i n g task. 

H i s g ene ra l op e ra t i n g p r i n c i p l e s p r e c l u d e e v a l u a t i v e 
j u d g e m e n t a n d " a r b i t r a r y s tandards o f a n y k i n d , be 
they l i t e r a r y , c u l t u r a l , s o c i o l o g i c a l , o r p o l i t i c a l . N o r is 
this the p l a c e to trace the h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
G D R d r a m a . Ins tead , the pu rpose o f th is w o r k is to 
serve as a r e f e rence source o n w h o w r o t e w h a t w h e n , 
whe r e a n d w h e n i t was f i r s t p e r f o r m e d , a n d w h e t h e r 
(and i f so , w h e r e a n d when ) i t was p u b l i s h e d " ( 2 -3 ) . 
In the b o d y o f the book , L e d e r e r l ists a l p h a b e t i c a l l y a l l 
au thors ( i n c l u d i n g those w h o have e m i g r a t e d ) w i t h 
b i o g r a p h i c a l da ta (when a p p l i c a b l e , the da te a n d p l a c e 
o f p u b l i c a t i o n , a n d the E n g l i s h t r ans l a t i on o f the t i t l e ) . 
T h e r e are 700 names a n d m o r e t h a n 3 ,000 t i t l es , c o n 
v e n i e n t l y c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e d . T h e a u t h o r has also p r o 
v i d e d a t i t le i n d e x o f a l l the p lays at the b a c k . 

T h e H a n d b o o k is a use fu l too l f o r those in t e r es t ed 
i n a r e c o r d o f p l a y p r o d u c t i o n i n the G D R , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
f o r those co l l eagues i n theater s tud ies w i t h no c o m 
m a n d o f G e r m a n o r researchers i n l i t e r a r y s o c i o l o g y . 
T h e book ' s s t rengths are s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y : the en t r i es 
are a c cu ra t e , a l p h a b e t i z e d , and access ib l e . 

T h i s w o r k does not p r o v i d e a n o v e r v i e w o f theater 
i n the G D R . P r o d u c t i o n s o f f o r e i g n p l a y s , adap ta t i ons , 
o r c o n t e m p o r a r y r e in t e rp re ta t i ons o f the c lass i cs are 
not i n c l u d e d . D i r e c t o r s are no t l i s t ed a u t o n o m o u s l y . 
A l t e r n a t i v e theater p r o d u c t i o n s a n d p e r f o r m a n c e art 
are also u n d e r s t a n d a b l y e x c l u d e d . T h e en t r i es are not 
d i s c u r s i v e ; there are no p l a y s u m m a r i e s , no i n d i c a t i o n s 
o f the p l ay ' s r e c e p t i o n o r l o n g e v i t y , o r q u a l i t y . T h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d is p u r e l y q u a n t i t a t i v e . A r eade r 
w o u l d no t k n o w , f o r e x a m p l e , that the N Y U p r o d u c t i o n 
o f H e i n e r Müller 's H a m l e t M a c h i n e , the resu l t o f a 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e e f f o r t w i t h R o b e r t W i l s o n , w o n a n O b i e 
a w a r d . T h e reader must a l r eady have a c e r t a i n e x p e r 
tise i n the f i e l d i n o r d e r to make f u l l use o f th i s t oo l . 

L e d e r e r ' s H a n d b o o k beg ins to d o c u m e n t a g e n r e — 
theater p r o d u c t i o n — w h i c h i n t r i n s i c a l l y res ists t h o r o u g h 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n . H i s w o r k f u l f i l l s a need f o r bas ic da ta 

w h i c h , one hopes , w i l l l ead to bo th suggest ive a n d 
subs tan t i a l s c h o l a r s h i p . 

P a t r i c i a A n n e S i m p s o n 
Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y 

L i t e r a r i s c h e s L e b e n i n B e r l i n . Aufklärer u n d R o m a n 
t i ke r . B y K l a u s H e r m s d o r f . B e r l i n : A k a d e m i e V e r l a g , 
1987, 456 pages. 

K l a u s H e r m s d o r f has c a r r i e d ou t w e l l the env i ab l e 
task o f w r i t i n g a b o u t a r i c h p e r i o d i n the h i s to ry o f a 
c i t y he k n o w s i n t i m a t e l y . H e p r o p e r l y emphas i zes the 
lateness o f B e r l i n as a c i t y o f i m p o r t a n c e , h o w r e cen t 
l y i t emerged f r o m p r o v i n c i a l i t y , e ven b a r b a r i s m . 
H e r m s d o r P s s t u d y has the v i r t u e o f not b e i n g n a r r o w l y 
l i t e ra ry ; i t i n c l u d e s a r c h i t e c t u r e , m u s i c , r e l i g i o n , p o l i 
t ics , the en t i r e c u l t u r a l l i f e o f the c i t y . T h i s e n c y c l o 
ped ic a p p r o a c h is e spec i a l l y v a l u a b l e w h e n it c o n t r i 
butes to o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f a w o r k , as is the case 
w i t h M i n n a v o n B a r n h e l m . 

T h e sub t i t l e o f th is w o r k i m p l i e s a ques t i on w h i c h , 
c u r i o u s l y e n o u g h , is n eve r p u t d i r e c t l y b y the author : 
W h y was there no S t u r m u n d D r a n g o r K l a s s i k i n 
B e r l i n , w h y was there a "Lücke i n d e r G e n e r a t i o n s 
fo lge? " Par t o f the a n s w e r is to be f o u n d i n the 
d o m i n a n t i n f l u e n c e exe r t ed b y the secret hero o f the 
f i rs t pa r t o f the b o o k , F r i e d r i c h N i c o l a i , whose s h o r t 
c o m i n g s , p e d a n t r y , s u p e r f i c i a l i t y , a n d i n a b i l i t y to g r o w 
b e y o n d a c e r t a i n po in t are w e l l k n o w n b y H e r m s d o r f . 
Nonethe less h is a d m i r a t i o n sh ines t h r o u g h f o r N i c o l a i ' s 
inde fa t i gab l e ene r gy , s teadfastness , and the m u l t i p l i c i t y 
o f h is p u b l i s h i n g endeavo r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the c o m p r e 
hens ive A l l g e m e i n e deutsche B i b l i o t h e k . N i c o l a i ' s c o n 
t ro l o f the m a r k e t , F r e d e r i c k the G r ea t ' s an tagon i sm 
towards n e w e r G e r m a n l i t e r a t u r e , a n d the l a ck o f a 
u n i v e r s i t y a l l c o n t r i b u t e d to m a k i n g the E n l i g h t e n m e n t 
so i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y e n t r e n c h e d i n B e r l i n that i t lasted 
longer there t h a n e l sewhere ( i ndeed , i t out las ted its 
o w n epoch ) , thus m a k i n g it d i f f i c u l t f o r Stürmer u n d 
Dränger or K l a s s i k e r to f i n d a home i n B e r l i n . T h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y d i d ex i s t , b u t i t was not to come to 
f r u i t i o n : M o r i t z d i e d too y o u n g , S c h i l l e r was se r i ous l y 
t empted d u r i n g h is v i s i t b u t f i n a l l y d e c i d e d not to 
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move to B e r l i n . C l a s s i c i s m succ e eded o n l y i n a r c h i t e c 
ture a n d o n the state o f the n a t i o n a l theater u n d e r 
I f f l and ' s d i r e c t i o n . T h e R o m a n t i c s , w h o m H e r m s d o r f 
de f ends f r o m the charge o f f l e e i n g f r o m r e a l i t y , we r e 
l i t e r a l l y the p u p i l s o f the B e r l i n Aufk lärer , w h o we r e 
r ep l a ced b y the i r s tudents i n a change o f g ene ra t i ons . 

A f e w reserva t ions : 1. H e r m s d o r P s d i s c u s s i o n o f 
ea r l y maps is exce l l en t , bu t one w ishes f o r e v en m o r e 
i l l u s t r a t i ons . 2. I f one mus t have a l l u s i v e s u b h e a d i n g s 
whose m e a n i n g is c l ea r o n l y a f t e r one has r e a d the 
s e c t i on , then H e r m s d o r P s are g ood . T h e r eade r i n t e r 
ested i n the r ise o f na t i ona l i s t s e n t i m e n t i n P r u s s i a 
d u r i n g the Seven Y e a r s ' W a r , h o w e v e r , w i l l no t l i k e l y 
be h e l p e d b y a t i t le w i t h an o b l i q u e r e f e r ence to a 
phrase b y G o e t h e : " D e r n o r d d e u t s c h e Schatz . . . " 3 . I n 
d i s c u s s i n g the a t tack o n the E n l i g h t e n m e n t a f t e r the 
dea th o f F r e d e r i c k the G r e a t , H e r m s d o r f misses a g o o d 
o p p o r t u n i t y b y not g o i n g i n t o the c o n t r o v e r s y s t i r r e d 
up b y Z i m m e r m a n n , F r e d e r i c k ' s last d o c t o r , that s oon 
i n v o l v e d ( among m a n y others ) B a h r d t , H i p p e l , the B e r 
l i n i s c h e M o n a t s s c h r i f t . N i c o l a i , K n i g g e , a n d K o t z e b u e . 

F i n a l l y , H e r m s d o r f p r o v i d e s some obse r va t i ons on t 
the past that a n aud i ence used to r e a d i n g b e t w e e n the 
l ines w i l l f i n d p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e to the present : 
" D e r Kön i g wußte a u c h , daß d e r G e d a n k e f r e i s e i n 
mußte, w e n n e r s i c h en t f a l t en so l l t e . " " I n z e n t r a l i s -
t i s ch r eg i e r t en Ländern s i n d v i e l l e i c h t n i c h t d i e r u h i g 
s ten , aber d i e besten Posten i n d e r H a u p t s t a d t z u 
f i n d e n . " "Seines T o b a k s , se iner Tasse K a f f e b e r a u b t , 
w i r d selbst d e r deutsche P h i l i s t e r r e b e l l i s c h . " A n d 
some w e l l - c h o s e n quota t i ons : " D i e M a c h t des Staates 
ende vo r de r G e s i n n u n g se ine r Bürger," ( M e n d e l s s o h n ) . 
" ' D i e F r e i h e i t laut zu d e n k e n ' - d i e s e z u gewähren se i 
das G e b o t d e r S taa t sk lughe i t , " ( B e r l i n i s c h e M o n a t s 
s ch r i f t ) . T h e best o f a l l : "Wie se l t en s i c h d i e A b s i c h 
ten d e r R e g i e r e n d e n i n d e n E r g e b n i s s e n i h r e r H a n d 
l u n g e n w i e d e r f i n d e n ! " 

H a m i l t o n H . H . B e c k 
Wabash Co l l e g e 

L i t e r a r i s c h e s L e b e n i n B e r l i n . 1871 -1933 . S t u d i e n . 2 
vo ls . E d i t e d b y Pe te r W r u c k . B e r l i n : A k a d e m i e -
V e r l a g , 1987. 393 pages, 358 pages. 

T h e stated goa l o f th i s c o l l e c t i o n o f essays is to 
e x a m i n e the s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l c i r cums t ance s s u r r o u n d 
ing l i t e r a r y c r e a t i v i t y i n B e r l i n d u r i n g the Second 
R e i c h a n d the W e i m a r R e p u b l i c . F o r the most par t , 
the s tud ies a ch i e v e th is p u r p o s e , r e su l t i n g i n some ve r y 
i n t e r e s t i ng p i eces . T h i s pe rspec t i v e enr i ches e ven 
those that t e n d t o w a r d b i o g r a p h i c a l o v e r v i e w (the 
ed i to r ' s l o n g i n t r o d u c t o r y essay o n Fon tane ) o r l i t e r a r y 
ana lys i s ( Inge D i e r s e n ' s e x a m i n a t i o n o f v i e w s o f the 
c i t y i n l a t e - W e i m a r " Z e i t r o m a n e " ) . 

F a m o u s names i n G e r m a n l i t e ra ture appear a m o n g 
the essay t i t les : F o n t a n e , B r e c h t , H a u p t m a n n , H e y m , 
and B e n j a m i n . Pe t e r G u s t ' s essay examines ea r l y E x 
press ion is t g r oups t h r o u g h the e x a m p l e o f H e y m , and 
W r u c k ' s F o n t a n e s t u d y devotes cons ide rab l e space to 
the i n f l u e n c e o f B e r l i n l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s o n that au thor ' s 
w r i t i n g . The r e s e Hörnigk takes a t h o r o u g h l o ok at 
B r e c h t p r o d u c t i o n s t h r o u g h the B e r l i n press be tween 
1922 a n d 1932. In a f a s c i n a t i n g s tudy , G u d r u n K l a t t 
e xp l a ins h o w Wa l t e r B e n j a m i n used his expe r i ence and 
v iews o f n in e t e en th c e n t u r y B e r l i n and Pa r i s to c ome 
to t e rms w i t h t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y f a s c i sm . B r i g i t t e 
S t u h l m a c h e r e x a m i n e s the ro le t y p i c a l B e r l i n h o u s i n g 
types , the " M i e t s k a s e r n e " w i t h " V o r d e r h a u s " and " H i n 
t e rhaus , " have as s t r u c t u r a l a n d s y m b o l i c m o t i f s i n 
H a u p t m a n n ' s D i e R a t t e n a n d H e r m a n n S u d e r m a n n ' s D i e 
E h r e . 

I n a d d i t i o n to S u d e r m a n n , lesser l i t e r a r y l ights also 
appear : P a u l L i n d a u , G e o r g B r a n d e s , S tan i s l aw 
P r z y b y s z e w s k i , J o h a n n Sassenbach , a n d F r a n z J u n g . 
D a v i d B a t h r i c k ' s e x a m i n a t i o n o f the B e r l i n a van t - ga rde 
o f the 1920's t h r o u g h the e x a m p l e o f J u n g is a good 
c o m p a n i o n p i e ce to R o l f Göbner 's i n t r i g u i n g s tudy o f 
U k r a i n i a n w r i t e r s a n d art is ts o f the same t ime a n d 
place . F r a n k Hörnigk 's p i ece o n the N a t i o n a l Soc ia l i s t 
" ' K u l t u r k a m p P urn B e r l i n " is p a r t i c u l a r l y va luab l e . It 
and G u n n a r Mül ler-Waldeck 's s t u d y o f the i n t e rp l a y o f 
" ' R u n d f u n k t h e o r i e ' " a n d l i t e r a r y concepts es tab l i sh the 
connec t i ons o f l i t e r a tu r e to soc i e t y , h i s t o r y , and t e c h 
no logy that we G e r m a n i s t s c o u l d exp l o r e more o f t en . 
Wo l f g ang Höppner d iscusses ano ther neg lec ted but 
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