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A Study of University of Idaho "Ag News" Published by Idaho Newspapers in 1984
and 1985

Abstract

In 1984-86, the University of Idaho Agricultural Communications Center evaluated the extent to which
news releases are used by Idaho newspapers and attempted to determine whether any of the variables
used to describe a story enhanced its use.

This research is available in Journal of Applied Communications: https://newprairiepress.org/jac/vol70/iss3/5
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“Ag News” Published by Idaho
Newspapers in 1984 and 1985

by Marlene A. Fritz

Abstract

in 1984-86, the University of Idaho Agricultural Communica-
tions Center evalvated the extent to which news releases are
wsed by Idahe newspapers and attempled to determine whether
any of the variables used to describe a story enhanced its vse.

A similar study in 1983, based on clippings provided by the
ldahe Newspaper Association, was described in the lanuarys-
March 1985 issue of ACE Quarterdy (“Publication of Iaho Ag
MNews Releases by Idaho Daily and Weekly Newspapers in
1983," Vol 68, No. 1)

For the 1984 and 1985 stedy, the number of vanables wsed to
describe the storfes was increased. Many of the results conflicted
from one year to the next, and no firm trends could be reported,
It appeared that editors prefer stories about crop pests and
animal diseases to most other subjects and that long stories (up
to seven pages) can be quite acceptable,

The author doubts that the number of clippings retrieved is an
adequate measure of a news release’s effectiveness, Storfes used
less frequently may have just as much or more impact in a nar-
rower geographic area or among a smaller interest group than
stories for which many clippings are redrieved.

A much more meaningful measure would be the proportion of
actualto-intended tmpact upon carefully defined reading
audiences. This would require developing a far more elaborate
method and access to considerably more material resources than
are available to the author, currently,

Methodology Involved Statistical Center

A recent study, developed to rescarch variables affecting use of
University of Idaho agriculiural news releases by stale news.
papers, was conducted from 198486, DBASENl+ was used 1o
examine the information drawn from the 503 stories. Indexes of
use were derived by dividing the number of releases in each
category into the number of clippings retrieved.

The author is an ACE member and communications specialist,
University of Idahoe College of Agriculture.

23
Published by New Prairie Press, 2017



The UniQFRk T APRIEAGTpRlar Sh i [BE & e per-
formed oneway chi-squares on the data collected, testing the
hypathesis that the number of clippings received in each
category was proportional to the number of releases in that
category. Although the cells were quite small for many of the
varnables, in a considerable number of cases the ohserved fre-
quencies differed very significantly from the hypothesized
Proporions.

Altogether, 2,384 clippings were obtained in 1984 and 1985
from the ldaho Mewspaper Association's clipping service—1,342
in 1984 and 1,042 in 1985. Stories were clipped from 16 Idaho
dailies and those in border cities of Spokane, Washington, and
Ontario, Oregon. In 1984 56 weeklies were clipped; 51 in 1985,

Fewer clippings were received in 1985 than 1984, in part
because the 36 stories released in August and September 1985
were not included in the analysis. Clippings for these stories
could not be located at the University of Idaho Mews Bureau,
which collects them, because of a change in that office’s per-
sonnel and operations,

In 1983, 5.7 clippings were collected for each story; in 1984,
5.2; and, in 1985, 4.2

In 1983, Idaho and bordercity dailies vsed an average 43 “Ag
Mews” releases a year; in 1984, 34; in 1985, 24. For ldaho
weeklies, the averages were relatively stable—=15, 14 and 13,
respectively. (The average numbers of staries used in 1985 prob-
ably are artificially low because of the missing clippings for
August and September.)

According to an analysis of clipping-service accuracy presented
in 1986 by Gary Beall, communications specialist with the
University of California’s Cooperative Extension Communications
unit in Davis, the service, which he evaluated, accurately located
only about 55 percent of the releases used by dailies. For
weeklies, Beall found no correlation between clipping-service
redurns and actual wsage.

Larraine Christenseén, manager, ldaho Newspaper Association’s
clipping service, estimated accuracy at + 90 percent or more.

Results and Conclusions

In 1983, 3.5 percent of stories yiclded 16 or more clippings
(Table 1) In 1984, this figure was 4.4 percent: in 1985, 2.4
percent.

What stories made the “greatest hits” list? In 1984, in
descending onrder, the most popular stonies were about health
problems associated with chemical-containing firewoed, junior
high recource camp (announcement), agricultural outlook for the
following year, “College Days™ classes (announcement),
agricultural legislation, potato disease outbreak, farm safety, 4-H
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Table VIt Aelibeeof dnivarsity ofddake "dgd)ews' Published by Idaho Newsp

Mo, of Percent of reloases (no. of releases)
Clippings 1985 1984 1983
20+ 1.2 {3 16  (4) 1.0 (3
1815 1.2 {3 28 M 25 M
1115 8.7 (24) 81 (23 108 (@)
B0 19.4  (48) 2655 (6 36 (87
45 150 (a7 175 (45) 208 (58)
23 255 (63 202 (52 15,9 (48
1 134 (33 82z (21) 9.2 (25
a 146 (35 140 (38 8.1 (23
Tiolal 100.0 [247) 100.0 [256) 1000 (284)

Congress {announcement), quick test for identifying potato bruise
during harvest, weed contamination in grain seedlots, and a calf
disease,

In 1985, “winners” were about polato breeding, Flant Protec-
tion Workshap (announcement), financial stress in agriculture,
soil preparation for gardens, 4-H Congress (announcement) amnd a
tax letter-study course (announcementl.

Results by Variable

Using the oneway chi-squares to test the null hypothesis of
proportional wse, we found that, in 1984, stories datelined as to
Aberdeen R&E Center and Idaho Falls were used more frequently
than expected (68 observed uses compared with 45 expected
clippings, and 65/45, respectively). In 19835, stories with Aber-
deen datelines were again selected for (45/23), along with stories
with Caldwell R&E Center datelines (71/47), but stories datelined
Idaho Falls were selected against (10/28). Results were very
significant (P=0.00).

The Aberdeen stories probably were popular among editors
because many of them are about potatoes, as are a dispropor-
tionate number of ldaho Falls stories. Other Aberdeen stories are
about grains, and, in 1984, both grains and potatoes were
selected for commodity. In 1985, general livestock and alfalia
hay were selected for—baoth commaodities receiving considerable
amention at the Caldwell R&E Center.

Subject (Tables 2 and 3)

Pest management, economicscomputers and home econemics
scored among the top five subjects for both 1984 and 1985,
while 4-Hiyouth, administrative, honors, and classes offered/ag
education were consistent low scorers. In 1983, honors were
also near the bottom of the list.

Running the oneway chi-squares for use-by-subject, we con-
firmed that, in 1984, pest management (194/138), economics/
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computersidirBgie AppliesxGommaumigations;voll 76,8551 3 HIO8 oAb
economics (113/97) and livestock management (122/97) werne
selected for—and 4-Hiyouth (12171850, administrative (101/169),
honors (47/87) and classes offeredfag education (22/56) were

selected against.
Table 2, Use by subject in 1584,

Ralonses
Subject (.} Dailéos Weekiles Total
Past managemant 27 40 (o) 4.2 (113) 7.2 (194)
Econamicaioompulens 13 29 55 4.3 (81) .2 (136)
Crop manngenent 2 a0 &N 4.1 [91) 7.2 (158)
Home economics 19 18 (34 5.2 (99 70 (135
Livestock managoment 189 29 (56 3.5 (68 64 (12
Producer schocis 4T B [FW 34 [148) 5.3 (247)
Harticulfung 4 20 (8 3z 1y 52 (21)
A-Hhpouth i i 1.3 (47 2.1 (T4} 34 [121)
Adminstrative 3 16 (5 1.5 (45} a1 (101}
oo 17 16 (26 1.1 (15} 28 (47
Classesiag od 11 1.0 (1) 1.0 (11 20 (28

Mote, Rosults are prosented as uso indox, followed by number of clippéngs in
parentheses, The use index s deresd by dividing the rumbes of releases in
each calegory infte the number of cippings in thal calegory.

Tokde 3. Use by subject in 1985,

Releasos

Subject (ma.) Dailies Weoklios Totsl

o 23 nay B
Producer schools 2 15 (87 2.9 (148 4.7 (240)
Economicaicompatars b1 | 1.9 (58) 2.5 (B1) 4.5 (1)
Hodmsl oonomass 10 1.4 (14) 2.8 (28) 4.2 (42)
Crog management M 1.3 (&0} 2.8 (87 4.1 (120
Livestock managemonl 15 1.3 {15} 2.5 {37} a7 (55)
Classosiag od 5 2.0 (10 1.4 (T} 34 (17)
4:Hiyoulh 22 iA () 2.0 (403 3.2 (71)
Administoating 2 1.2 (25) 1.0 {22 2.2 (4T)
Honars 18 1.4 (26) bAd {7) 1.8 (33)

Hote, Aesuts an precented 83 use indoex, foligwed by number of clippings in
parenilhesns, The use index is darved by dhading the number of roleases in
each category inlo the number of clppings in that catogory.

In 1985, pest management (127/95) and horticulture (138/65)
were selected for, while 4-Hivouth (71/95), administrative (47/90)
and honors (33/78) were selected against,

These results were highly significant (P=0.00), The popularity
of pest management, with the threat of agricultural epidemics, is
not surprising. 4-Hiyouth, honors and administrative stories were
probably selected against because of their limited geographic
appeal.
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cmwﬁw&w.ivqsﬂg lgiho "Ag News" Published by Idaho Newsp

In 1984 and 1985, crops stories perdormed slightly better than
livestock stories—but this was reversed in 1983,

When individual commaodities were examined using the one-
wiry chi-square analysis, the 1984 data (P =0.00) indicated that
potatoes (107/77) and grains (109/83) were selected for, and
lentils/peas (5/12,) vegetable seed (5/12) and timber (5/24) were
selected against,

In 1985 (P=0.00), selected-for commodities were fruit (22010),
alfalfa hay (327200 and general livestock (24/15). Those selected
against were timber (237350 and horticuliune (OF5).

Table 4. Uss by commadity in 1985,

Asleases

Cormmodity {rg.) Draities Weeklins Tolsl
Al Eroges 47 20 (86} 239 (138) 5.0 (234)
Al Iesick 24 L6 [38) 33 (T 4.8 (117
Mon specilically 175 14 [245) 27 (470) 4.1 [F15)
Fruit 2 259 85 (1N 1.0 (22)
Adtpita haylseed 4 13 (5 8.8 (&7 8.0 (3g)
General Ivestock 3 33 (10} AT [14) 8.0 (24}
Bpans i 40 (i) 8.0 (&) 7.0 (M
Sugarbosts 3 a3 (i) 37 (1) 7.0 (21}
o PoaE R o
R agrsad. il 0 .

Shasap 2 308 3.0 (8 8.0 (12}
Heasos 1208 30 50 (5
Grains 1M 21 26 (28 46 (51)
Potaloes W 23 (3 2.2 (3) 4.5 (E3)
Dhairy 713 W 2.7 (19) 4.0 (28
B g 09 (E 30 (27 3.9 (35
Timbar 7 20 (14) 1.3 i 33023
Turlgrass 1 20 (0 o0 (0 20 (3
Vegatable soed 1 0000 1.0 (1) 1.4 (1}
Hamiculiure 1 Gl D) 0.0 (0 0.0 (0}

Hoti. Flogults ard prosonted &8 use ndes, bollowsd by number of clipginga in
paronthesss, The use index s derived by dividing the rumber of releases in
oach cabbgory inle the Aumbod of clippings in thal categony.

Ceographic Targst

Story usage increased with the breadih of the target across all
three years, with the exception of nationwide stories in 1985.

Using the one-way chi-squares, we found that, in 1984 and
1985, Pacific Northwest stories were selected for (195/169 and
371/312, respectivelyl. In 1984, state-of-ldaho stories were
selected for (B46/743), while region-of-ldaho stories were
selected against (251/333), Local stories wene consistently
selected against (15016 in 1984 and 14/35 in 1983).

These results were highly significant (P=0.00) for both years;
they were also basically intentional, as namowing targeting leads
to the pickup of fewer clippings.
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Table §. eNayobAnpties@amaunieakions, Vol. 70, Iss. 3 [1987], Art. 5

Releases

Cammaodity (no.)  Dailies Woeklles  Total
Al crops 84 25 (137 3.8 (209 8.3 (340
Al Tvostack 3} 27 (BE) 3.0 (97) 5.7 (183)
Hone specifically 188 1.9 (318) 2.0 (47 4.7 (Te8)
Potatoes 13 3.2 (81) 5.1 (68) 8.2 (107
Graing 14 27 (34 5.1 (1) 7.8 (108)
Diairy 8 28 '23}2} g: [ﬂsll} :: :::;H
Allslla haylssed 4 3o B (15) :
Sheap 7T 30 (21) 2.0 (21) 6.0 (42)
Boo! 729 () 2.0 (21) 5.9 (41)
Fruit 8 28 (25 2.8 (25) 5.6 (50)
Sugarteats 3 2008 2.7 (8) 4.7 (14)
Ganoral lvostock T 21 (15 2.0 (14) 4.1 (29)
Pork 2 10 2.0 (4) 3.0 (®
Poultry 1 30 (% 0.0 (0) 3.0 (H
Lontispoas 2 05 () 20 [4) 25 (%
Vogetable seed 2 25(§ 0.0 [0} 2.5 (5
Turfgrass 100 () 20 (@) 20 (3
Tienbor 4 08 0.5 (2 1.2 (§)

Hote. Fesults are prosented os use index, Tollewed by numbar of clippings in
pirenibeses, The use index IS dorbned by dividing the number of releases in
each cabegory inte tha number of clippings in that category.

Tabie 6. Use by commaodity in 1953,

Releasss Clippings
Comamiedity L] R} Insdex
All erops 6 406 5.3
Al Irasiock b 251 6.8
Diaiiry B 55 8.2
Gendral Inostock ] &5 8.2
Polaioas ot 154 T
Sheep 1 74 8.7
Grasng ) 138 6.3
B! 8 45 .1

Mote. indax |5 derved by dividing the number of neleases in each category
inko the numbar of clippl in that calegony,

Emiphasis

In 1984, research stories outperdormed extension stories (an
index of 6.0 clippings per story comparsd with 5.2), The reverse
w;s true in 1985, but only slightly (4.5 clippings compared with
4.8).

The cne-way chi-squares bore this out (P=0.00). In 1984,
research stories were selected for (2400205); in 1985, they were
selected against (38/143) while extension stories were selected
for (B03/718).

In both years, “other™ stories—those about teaching, special
events, foreign programs and awards—had significantly less ap-
peeal to editors than stories about extension or research (3.4 clip-
pings in 1934 and 2.1 in 1985},

https://newprairiepress.org/jac/vol70/iss3/5 25
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Eml-ﬁglwmy of University of Idaho "Ag News" Published by Idaho Newsp

A story's being related to an event appeared to hurt its wse
substantially in 1984 (an index of 3.9 clippings per story com-
pared with 6.1} and again in 1985 (3.7 compared with 5.0).

The oneway chi-squares indicated that this was the case
(P=0.00). In both years, these stories wiere selected against
(441/583 in 1984 and 466/550 in 1985), while stories not
related to an event were selected for (B62/720 in 1984 and
604520 in 1985).

Because our news releases are mailed only twice a week, it is
possible that the event-related stories miss their timing, Another
possible explanation is that stories related to an event may
succumb 1o greater-than-anticipated geographic or interest-group
limitations.

Delayed Releass

Stores with delayed release dates outperformed other stories in
1984 (8.0 comparad with 5.00 but not in 1985 (3.8 comparned
with 4.4).

The results of the second statistical analysis were not signifi-
cant for 1985. However, for 1984, delaying release was selected
for very significantly (112/72; P =0.00)=possibly an indication of
the greater news value of the type of story that is assigned a
delayed release date.

Lead Length

While the shortest leads (fewer than 10 wards) did seem to in-
spire the largest percentage of acceptances, no other conclusions
could be drawn from the indexes reported in Table 7.

Although, in 1984, the more ponderous leads (41 or more
words) generated the least amount of enthusiasm among editors,
in 1985 their clippingsto-story index was second-highest! Thus,
results are inconclusive.

The chi-squares analysis confirmed that, in 1985, the shortest
leads were selected for (27/17), This result, however, was only
marginally significant (P=0.03) and, in 1984, none of the find-
ings werne significant.

Page Length

Table & shows that, both in 1984 and 1985, the longest stories
yielded the greatest number of clips. Both stories—seven pages
in 1984 and five in 1985—were the introductory pieces to the
vearend ag outlook series, a perennial favorite. The popular six-
page story in 1984 honored 24 4-H winners. _

The one-way chi-squares confirmed that the longest stories
were selected for (2145 in 1984 and 11/4 in 1985 P=0.00 and
P=0.02, respectively).

Published by New Prairie Press, 2017 23



Journal of Applied Communications, Vol. 70, Iss. 3 [1987], Art. 5
In 1984, wo-page stores were also selected for (717/604),

while one-page stories were selected against (487/609).
Table 7. Use by lead length.

Length of lead 1985 1504
1-10 woads E.8 [27)4) 5.5 [@2d)
11-20 words 2,3 [216/50) 4.4 [15335)
21-30) wonde 4.0 (431 15) 5.4 (G7BM25)
A1=40 words 4.8 [2eTME5) B3 (38XT4)
41 + words 5.2 [BTMIY 4.2 (TEME)
Table 8. Use by page length.
Mumiber of pages 1985 1964
Seven — - 21.0 (2111}
Six —_ (=) B0 (B1)
Fren 118 (111 35 (W)
Faur 3.0 (31) 3.5 (T12)
Three 4.6 (BB E.1 (BAHS)
Twa 4.3 (S11118) B (FIT018)
One 4.2 (482108 4.1 {4871 149)

Mite. Results are presented as use index, fallvwed in panentheses by
mumbers of clippingamumber of releases. Tha use index is derived by
dividing the number af raleases in each category inky the numbar of clippings
i that calegary,

The indexes show no trends. Resorting to one-way chi-sguares,
we found that, in 1984, July (174133) and December {170/118)
were selected for, while June (751 18), August (55/87) and
Oictober [98149) were selected against [P=0.000.

In 1985, March (2081300, aﬁ.pr” (105/82) and May (140/82)
were selected for, while July (84/130), October (44130}, and
Movember (47/78) were selected against (F=0.0:0),

Day of Mailing

The University of Idaho News Bureau mails “Ag News"
releases on Tuesdays and Thursdays, barring holidays, or issue-
related need for offday mailing.

Thursday releases received natably higher index ratings with
weekly editors than did Tuesday releases.

Size of Mailing

The stories in the largest packets had the highest use index. In
1984, the big winner was the 8-piece yearend ag outlook series
(9.9). In 1985, it was a 12-piece garden series (9.4),

In 1984, one-story packages were also selected for (16871 33),
In 1985, rwo-slory packages were selected for (215/165), but in
1984 they were selected against (224/261).

Three-story packages were salected against in 1985 (137/197),
as wene four-story packages in both 1984 {119/143) and 1985
(131/186),

https://newprairiepress.org/jac/vol70/iss3/5
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