
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 

Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 403 

2000 

Differences in serum immunoglobulin g1 and total protein Differences in serum immunoglobulin g1 and total protein 

concentrations in neonatal calves on days 1, 5, and 10 (2000) concentrations in neonatal calves on days 1, 5, and 10 (2000) 

L.E. Wankel 

T.T. Marston 

Gerald L. Stokka 

See next page for additional authors 

This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 2000 
the Author(s). Contents of this publication may be freely 
reproduced for educational purposes. All other rights reserved. 
Brand names appearing in this publication are for product 
identification purposes only. No endorsement is intended, nor 
is criticism implied of similar products not mentioned. K-State 
Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 

 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Wankel, L.E.; Marston, T.T.; Stokka, Gerald L.; and Rozell, Timothy G. (2000) "Differences in serum 
immunoglobulin g1 and total protein concentrations in neonatal calves on days 1, 5, and 10 (2000)," 
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: Vol. 0: Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/
2378-5977.1806 

https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1/403
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fkaesrr%2Fvol0%2Fiss1%2F403&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/82?utm_source=newprairiepress.org%2Fkaesrr%2Fvol0%2Fiss1%2F403&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.1806
https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.1806


Differences in serum immunoglobulin g1 and total protein concentrations in Differences in serum immunoglobulin g1 and total protein concentrations in 
neonatal calves on days 1, 5, and 10 (2000) neonatal calves on days 1, 5, and 10 (2000) 

Authors Authors 
L.E. Wankel, T.T. Marston, Gerald L. Stokka, and Timothy G. Rozell 

This research report is available in Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: 
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1/403 

https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1/403


75

Cattlemen’s Day 2000

DIFFERENCES IN SERUM IMMUNOGLOBULIN G1
AND TOTAL PROTEIN CONCENTRATIONS IN

NEONATAL CALVES ON DAYS 1, 5, AND 10

L. E. Wankel, T. T. Marston,
G. L. Stokka, and T. G. Rozell

Summary

Immunoglobulin G1 (IgG1) serum concen-
trations are used to evaluate passive transfer of
immunity in neonatal calves.  Total serum pro-
teins also can be measured to evaluate calf
health.  If IgG1 and total serum protein concen-
trations change with age, it becomes imperative
to compare samples only from a narrow time
period.  Otherwise, differences might be due to
age and not immune status.  To help define this
time period, blood was drawn from 10 beef
calves when they were 1, 5, and 10 days of
age.  Serum samples were analyzed for IgG1
and total protein concentrations.  Total protein
concentrations decreased from days 1 to 5
(P<.05) or days 1 to 10 (P<.05), but not from
days 5 to 10 (P=.46).  IgG1 concentrations
declined from days 1 to 10 (P<.05), but values
from days 1 to 5 were similar (P=.17).  Thus, it
is important to collect serum on day 1 to guar-
antee correct results when evaluating IgG1 and
total proteins collectively.  However, if  IgG1
alone is evaluated, serum can be collected
between days 1 and 5.

(Key Words: Immunoglobulin G1, Total Pro-
tein, Calves.)

Introduction

Serum IgG1 concentration is a good indica-
tor of passive immunity transfer in beef cattle.
Total serum protein can be used as an indicator
of health.  However, when research is con-
ducted involving these blood characteristics,
collecting serum around 24 
hours postpartum can be difficult.  This 

experiment was designed to identify the calf age
at which serum samples should be collected for
evaluation of IgG1 and total serum protein.

Experimental Procedures

In January, 1999, blood was collected via
jugular venipuncture at 1, 5, and 10 days of age
from three Hereford, three Simmental, and four
Angus calves born within 6 days of each other
at the Kansas State Purebred Teaching Unit.
Serum was analyzed for IgG1 using radial
immunodiffusion kits specific for IgG1.  Total
serum protein was determined using a
temperature-compensated hand-held refracto-
meter.  Results then were analyzed using the
Proc Mixed procedure of SAS.

Results and Discussion

Serum total protein concentrations declined
from days 1 to 5 (P<.05) and from days 1 to 10
(P<.05). However, concentrations on days 5
and 10 were not different (P=.46) (Figure 1).
Serum IgG1 concentrations were similar from
days 1 to 5 (P=.17), and the difference in values
for days 5 vs. 10 approached significance
(P=.06).  Nonetheless, days 1 and 10 differed
significantly (P<.05) (Figure 2).  These results
indicate that when research is conducted to
assess passive transfer of immunity, IgG1 should
be measured only at 1 to 5 days of age to
secure accurate data.  However, if both IgG1
and total serum protein are measured, blood
should be drawn on day 1.
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Figure 1. Total Protein Concentrations of Serum
Samples from Calves 1, 5, and 10 Days of Age

Figure 2. IgG1 Concentrations of Serum
Samples from Calves 1, 5, and 10 Days
of Age
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