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limestone were shaped into metates and  produced no known artifacts confirming

manos for grinding seeds. Sandstone
from Rice County smoothed arrowshafts
and sharpened awls. The Great Bend
people also used Sioux quartzite and red
pipestone pushed down from Minnesota
by Ice Age glaciers and deposited in
N.E. Kansas.

Some of the
Great Bend people
conducted trade
with pueblo dwellers
at Pecos, New
Mexico. Bison
products and Osage
Orange bow wood
were exchanged for
turquoise, obsidian,
and various crops. Trade ceramics from
the Southwest appear in some Great
Bend villages, helping archeologists
determine when the sites were occupied.
Spanish chain mail, a metal axhead,
glassbeads, seashells, Caddoan pottery,
and Great Lakes copper have been found

in Great Bend sites. The Marion sites
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contact with Spaniards or pueblo
dwellers, but further investigation may
prove otherwise.

The Great Bend people are
responsible for the first known martyr
within the continental United States.
Franciscan Friar
Juan de Padilla first
met the ancestral
Wichita while
travelling with
Coronado. Upon
his return to Santa
Fe, he asked to go
back to Quivira
as a missionary.
According to
one version, Padilla along with a
few servants and six Wichita guides
journeyed to Quivira and were
welcomed. Later the friar proposed
taking his message to tribal enemies
of the Wichita. While Padilla was
travelling toward their enemy, the

Wichitas killed him but allowed his
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servants to return to Mexico. The

towns of Herington, Lyons, and Council

Grove claim a connection to the
story of Father Padilla. If any accurate
account of this fascinating story ever
existed, it was lost long ago.

The story of the ancestral Wichita
is only a small part of the Flint Hills

mosaic. Human societies lived along

the Cottonwood River more than
7,000 years before the Great Bend
Aspect. One small drainage near
Cedar Point has over 50 documented
sites representing the Early Archaic
(7000 BC) through the Historic
period. The region surrounding the
Symphony is filled with the evidence

of their presence.
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