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INTRODUCTION
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thinking to health and wellness. And we conclude
this edition of The K-State First Guide to College
Student Success with a chapter about this year’s
common read, The Other Wes Moore, a moving
personal account of growing up, facing life’s
challenges, and making decisions. We hope you
find it thought provoking and relevant.

INTRODUCTION
By Gregory Eiselein
Director of K-State First

Welcome to K-State
K-State First is our University’s way of supporting
students as they make the tremendously important
transition from high school to college-level
learning and college life. We have four core
programs – CAT Communities, First-Year
Seminars, Guide to Personal Success, and the
KSBN Common Reading Program – designed to
engage students and assist with that transition.
But we also wanted to pass along some collective
wisdom about how to survive, thrive, and love
your college experience. This e-book, The K-State
First Guide to College Student Success: The
Essentials for First-Year Students at Kansas
State University, is our attempt to summarize
in a compact, readable form some of the most
important knowledge, advice, and perspectives
you will need to make your first year of college a
success.
This book is book is built around four chapters.
The first chapter provides a crash course in the
essential history and traditions of Kansas State
University. In chapter two, we try to clarify some
the unwritten rules of the college experience by
explaining some guidelines of college student
etiquette, many of which boil down to being kind
and being responsible. Chapter three covers the
essential skills you will need to succeed and to
graduate, from time management and critical
6

Starting your college experience can be an
exciting and life-changing experience, though it
also often includes some unknowns and perhaps
even a few situations that can be intimidating
at first. This book will provide solid advice on
navigating the uncertainties and overcoming
difficult or challenging new expectations. But
more important than any book will be the people
you meet and the friends you make in this learning
experience. Others in the K-State family – students
and friends, faculty and student life professionals,
RA’s and LA’s, administrators and campus leaders,
tutors and advisors and mentors, alumni and
staff – are all here to support you throughout this
journey. And they will probably end up being your
most important resource throughout your college
career.
If I were to offer what I consider to be the single
most crucial piece of wisdom about succeeding
in college, it would be this: Make meaningful
connections with the other members of your
K-State family – your advisor, your teachers, your
fellow students, and the rest. Make friends. Go to
class always, but also go to your professors’ office
hours. Be brave and try to meet new people and
make new friends each week. Ask for help when
you need it. Take advantage of the people around
you who want to help you. That’s why they’re here
– to help you. Your college success will ultimately
be your responsibility and your achievement,
of course, but the others you meet during your
college years will also play an essential role.
Learning is social, and becoming an active part of
the K-State family will improve your learning and
ensure your college success.
Welcome to K-State, and enjoy your first year
here!

CHAPTER 1
HISTORY AND
TRADITIONS
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excluding other areas of study, including liberal
arts, which had long been the focus for higher
education. The goal was to offer educational
opportunities to a wider variety of students. These
democratic ideals set the stage for the culture and
feel of K-State then and now.
At this time, Bluemont College was experiencing
financial difficulties. Its board offered 100 acres,
a building and library volumes to the State of
Kansas. The State accepted on February 16,
1863—K-State’s official Founder’s Day. On March
3rd of the same year, the legislature passed an act
establishing Kansas State Agricultural College.

HISTORY
K-State: your first history lesson
Our beloved university began as Bluemont Central
College, and opened to its first students in 1860.
Settlers in the area were well-educated and felt that
a college was an important addition. Serving first
as a primary and preparatory school for students
underprepared for college, Bluemont College was
privately run until 1863. At that time, Kansas had
already become a state (January 29, 1861—be
ready to celebrate Kansas Day next semester!)
and had accepted the Morrill Act, which allotted
each state 30,000 acres of land for each member
of the House and Senate. The land, or proceeds
from selling the land, could be used to start a
college. With 90,000 acres, the state of Kansas was
ready to establish its first college, following the
provisions set forth by the Morrill Act:
“…the endowment, support, and maintenance
of at least one college where the leading object
shall be, without excluding other scientific and
classical studies, and including military tactics, to
teach such branches of learning as are related to
agriculture and the mechanic arts, in such manner
as the legislatures of the states may respectively
prescribe, in order to promote the liberal and
practical education of the industrial classes in the
several pursuits and professions in life.”
To put it in everyday terms, the Morrill Act aimed
to create colleges that focused on agriculture,
engineering, and military training, while not
8

Because of the land “granted” to the state through
the Morrill Act, KSAC became a “land grant
college”. The first class of 52 students was exactly
50% male, 50% female, and included studies
in mental and moral sciences, mathematics and
natural sciences, and music. From the beginning,
our history proves our dedication to being a coeducational and racially integrated institution.
KSAC became Kansas State College of
Agriculture and Applied Science in 1931, and
Kansas State University of Agriculture and
Applied Science in 1959. Buildings have been
added, razed, burned, and rebuilt. Our mascot
started out as a black Labrador named Boscoe
(no relation to our current Vice President
for Student Life, Dr. Pat Bosco, but what a
coincidence!) Later, K-State used a real wildcat
named Touchdown, and, finally, adopted Willie
in 1947. Willie has also changed significantly.
You can see the many faces of Willie and his full
history here: www.k-state.com/s/1173/social.
aspx?sid=1173&gid=1&pgid=411.
Throughout the many changes that K-State has
seen throughout the years, there are a few things
that remain the same. We have developed many
traditions that honor our history and will continue
to shape our future.

TRADITIONS
At K-State, we do FRIENDLY
Can’t find the building where you have class
starting in t-minus two minutes? Ask that person
walking by you on the sidewalk. We have all
needed help, and our friendliness and willingness
to help is what makes us K-Staters.
K-Staters are known for their friendly demeanor.
Open a door for a fellow classmate or professor.
Direct a visiting family fumbling with a map.
Walk the group of new first-year students,
standing in the quad with a bewildered look, to the
building they need, then sprint to your own class.
Extraordinary? Nope, just the K-State way!
At K-State, we do PURPLE
Purple Pride ice cream at Call Hall dairy bar. One
of 30-plus flavors, all made by students!
Purple Power Play at the Park. Join more than
20,000 students, alumni and fans for food,
fireworks and more at the pep rally held the
Thursday and Friday evenings before our first
home football game.
Purple Masque Theatre, home to student-directed
performances, will host its first full season in the
renovated West Stadium in Fall 2015.
Purple! Purple shirts, purple shoes, purple bags,
purple water bottles, purple pens. If it can be made
in purple, you will find it here. Wear your purple
with pride!
At K-State, we do the WABASH
After a fire in the 1960’s left the music department
with only one piece of music, “The Wabash
Cannonball” has become an easily recognizable
tune that rouses any K-State crowd. Find a
short video history here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pDBAf6yPZS0. Stand up, clap your
hands, and get ready to WABASH. You can view
a great video and start practicing here: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=CMOQ2wU6vGk.

the air at the introduction of the home team. You
can watch how to do it here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=rUBoa-89m6Q.
At K-State, we are FAMILY
Invite your family to join you on Saturday,
September 19, 2015 for our 87th Annual K-State
Family Day! You can view details here: www.kstate.edu/familyday/.
Parent and Family Association helps families of
K-State students feel connected to the University.
Access to a hotline and invitations to family events
on campus help our extended family stay close
wherever they are.
Bill Snyder Family Stadium. Need we say more?
At K-State, we do GREAT FOOD
Remember that Call Hall ice cream? You can
also get your fill of fresh-made cinnamon rolls
and hot cocoa (among other mouthwatering
goodies) at T-H-E BAKERY in the lobby of Derby
Dining Center. Also, each Wednesday during
the school year, the Bakery Science Club hosts a
bake sale where you can stock up on fresh baked
bread, monster cookies, brownies and more. The
chocolate milk at the residence hall dining centers
is also a student favorite.
Off-campus, you will find student favorites Varsity
Donuts, Radina’s Coffeehouse, and Taco Lucha, as
well as many other local eateries and shopping, in
nearby Aggieville.
At K-State, we do OPEN HOUSE
Every year, for one Saturday in April, the entire
campus throws open the doors and welcomes
over 20,000 visitors to see all of the cool projects
students and faculty have been working on all
year. See robots in action, watch a glassblowing
experiment, ride a weed-eater powered bicycle
and enjoy free food throughout campus. Open
house will be held on a Saturday in early April,
and look for opportunities to get involved in your
department and student organizations.

Another great tradition occurs at basketball
games. Students at men’s basketball games tear
up newspapers into tiny bits, throwing them into
9

At K-State we CELEBRATE
STUDENTS
Check in with #kstate, @KansasStateUniversity
and the K-State Today emailed directly to your
inbox daily to see what is accolades your fellow
students are earning.
Become part of the action by getting involved in
research, taking leadership in one of our 475-plus
student organizations, or serving your residence
hall, sorority or fraternity through committee
work.
At K-State, we LEARN TOGETHER
In your K-State First First-Year Seminar or CAT
Community, you will find that gone are the days of
lecture after lecture. From co-curricular activities
that have you rappelling down a cliff and walking
the history of the Overland Trail to participating
in hands-on activities side-by-side with your
professor, everyone is engaged in academic
endeavors.
Each year, a committee of students, faculty and
staff choose a common book for the campus. This
year, you received—and hopefully read!—your
own copy of this year’s book, The Other Wes
Moore by Wes Moore. People all over campus
have read this book, and you will be hearing more
about it in your classes, at campus-wide activities,
and when Wes Moore visits our campus! (See
KSBN chapter for more in-depth information).
Research opportunities are plentiful for
undergraduates, and it’s not just for scientists!
Work with a professor to study sustainable energy,
work with preschoolers at the Hoeflin Stone House
Child Care Center, or dream big in the Electronics
Design Laboratory. In fact, K-State is working
towards being a Top 50 Research Institute by
2025. Learn more about Research, Scholarly and
Creative Activities, and Discovery and see what
each college offers here: www.k-state.edu/2025/
initiatives/rscad/.
Take advantage of the numerous opportunities for
co-curricular learning offered throughout campus.
Whether it is a Landon Lecture (www.k-state.edu/
lectures/landon/), a class field trip, or a comedy
act sponsored by UPC (see the UPC line-up of
10

presentations, concerts, and more at www.k-state.
edu/upc) you will learn just as much outside of
the classroom as you will in it—though it is still
necessary to attend those classes!
At K-State, we SERVE
K-State Proud, a student-led fundraising campaign,
has raised more than $830,000 over eight years to
help fellow students in need. Students raise money
through selling t-shirts to wear at a specified home
basketball game and through student donations.
That money is used to help fellow students who
are facing a hardship and need help in order to stay
enrolled at K-State.
Students help students, and students help others.
HandsOn K-State places students in many service
and volunteer opportunities around campus and in
the community. Student Program Coordinators are
available to help you find opportunities connected
to your interests provide service-learning training
when necessary. If you are a service-minded
individual, add joining HandsOn K-State to your
bucket list this first semester.
Join a School of Leadership Studies International
Service Team to serve abroad. You can master a
language, gain leadership experience, and develop
cultural appreciation during a summer of service.
Extend your leadership beyond campus through
involvement in the Manhattan Good Neighbor
program. Partnering with the City of Manhattan,
Riley County Police Department, USD 383,
Manhattan Housing Authority and others, you
can help maintain safe, clean and welcoming
neighborhoods for University students.
At K-State, we INCLUDE
From our first days as KSAC, inclusion has been
the K-State way. Throughout our history, we have
maintained a near 50/50 enrollment of men and
women. Our first black alum graduated in 1899,
and presently one of every six students is black,
Hispanic, American Indian, or multiracial.
Military men and women are part of our K-State
family. Our Army ROTC program earned K-State
a designation as a Top 30 College for Military
Students in Military Advanced Education

Magazine. The Air Force ROTC program
continues to commission excellent officers, and the
campus building which houses military sciences
has been renamed General Richard B. Myers Hall
after one of AFROTC’s distinguished alums.
Every year, military men, women and families are
honored at various sporting events on campus. In
fact, Athletic Director John Currie received the
Outstanding Civilian Service award, one of the
highest awards a civilian can be given by the U.S.
Army.
Thank you for joining the K-State family. We hope
that participating in some of the time-honored
traditions becomes your K-State bucket list!
Bibliography
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Academic life
“Don’t be afraid to ask for help. I was a part of a CAT
Community during my freshman year and when I didn’t
understand something or needed help I spoke to my professor
about it. It took a couple weeks for me to ask for that help,
but once I understood that this professor really cared I went
to her not just for class, but recommendations or just to vent
about life. During the end of my sophomore year the same
professor that taught my CAT Community class recruited me
to be her LA for the following fall semester. Through this LA
experience I’ve grown as a leader, but more importantly as
a person. As my mom always said, ‘A closed mouth doesn’t
get fed.’”
– Shaun Dowdell, Residential Learning Assistant for the Be
the Change: Social Justice CAT Community*

*Contained in each speech bubble within the book are quotes
from students that detail some of their experiences.
  

Kansas State School of Leadership Studies. “Manhattan Good
Neighbors.” Kansas State University, 15 April 2015. Web. 28 April
2015.
http://bit.ly/1cvTnAm
Kansas State Theatre. “Purple Masque Renderings.” Kansas State
University, 23 October 2015. Web. 28 April 2015.
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CHAPTER 2
COLLEGE
STUDENT
ETIQUETTE
12

first day?  Ask someone. Can’t find research?
Librarians EXIST to help you. So do most of the
people at K-State. They work here because they
enjoy students. Don’t ever worry about if asking
questions makes you look stupid. Your peers aren’t
looking at you. They’re worried about how they
can find the answers to their own questions.
Adults keep their commitments
Can’t keep up with all of them? Choose a few and
commit 100% instead of flaking.

PRINCIPLES/THINGS
TO KNOW
Three important truths
1. Certain things are expected of you in college.
The sooner you know how to meet and surpass
those expectations, the more success you’ll
achieve.

Adults have good manners
Manners aren’t about being snobby or keeping
your elbows off the table.  Manners are about
being considerate, respectful, and honest with
the people around you.  College is an unfamiliar
world, but you and the people around you
shouldn’t have to feel uncomfortable as you
navigate that unfamiliar world.  The following
advice will help you become comfortable with
your new life here at K-State.

2. People judge you by your manners. Develop
good ones.
3. Likeability gets you a long way. If you respect
others and respect yourself, you will be more
likeable. You can’t please everyone, but you
can respect everyone.
Before you even show up, start
thinking like an adult
Be an adult. Even if you don’t feel like one yet;
even if you don’t want to; even if it’s hard. You
may regret acting irresponsibly or entitled or shortsighted like a teenager, but you will never regret
being responsible and gracious and patient like an
adult. How do you become an adult? It’s a lifelong
process, and you definitely know people who
haven’t gotten there, but here’s some advice to get
started.

Professionalism
“So the first thing is, start practicing on never saying ‘um’.”
I’m sure multiple students have heard this suggestion from
English teachers throughout their high school career but it is
actually an important piece of advise to follow. When talking
with professors, friends, coworkers, or anyone that you are
trying to make a good first impression on, do not use the
word “um” (or “like” for that matter. In fact “like” is worse).
Without using filler words such as like and um, you can
come across as more confident, intelligent, and believable.
This is most important in speeches and job interviews and
it’s best to start practicing early than learning this lesson the
hard way.
– Darrah Tinkler, K-State First Student Advisory Board
Member

Adults ask for help
Ask your professor, your roommate, your
residence hall director. Worried about how you
get your mail? Can’t find your classroom on the
13

RESIDENTIAL LIFE
Community
Living with hundreds of other people in the same
building AND sharing a room and bathroom
is hard work, so think of your residence hall
community as a job. Your community members
are your bosses. Act respectfully and considerately
so your bosses don’t want to fire you. Often,
roommate conflicts can be solved with small acts
of thoughtfulness such as using earbuds instead of
blasting your favorite song, taking visitors to the
lobby or other common spaces, and keeping your
messiness to a minimum.
It is not uncommon to have minor disagreements
or moments when you feel uncomfortable as you
set the ground rules for living in your space. You
should have conversations with your roommate
about what each of you needs to be successful.  
If you’re having a problem with your roommate
or community, finding the right information
to solve that problem is essential. Often, the
person who has that information is outside of the
situation. Your Resident Assistant or Residence
Life Coordinator are two options for helping you
mediate any conflicts, and they can help you build
your new community.
Great communities are made up of people who
contribute. Consider serving as a leader on your
floor or in your hall. You have many opportunities,
and you are sure to find a way to apply your
leadership skills through the Association of
Residence Halls, National Residence Hall
Honorary, housing and dining ambassadors, hall
governing board or judicial board. You will gain
great experience, and it will help your voice be
heard.
Don’t be a mooch
Be considerate of other people’s time, stuff, and
money. If you’re low on cash, pay the other person
back later that day, if possible. If you borrow a
towel or a shirt from your roommate, return it
promptly (and wash it first; otherwise – ew). If
you make a commitment, even just to hang out,
show up on time. No one wants to be the person
everyone quits inviting over because of that
person’s extreme moochiness.
14

Residential life
“Do not, I repeat, do not, be a total slob with your new
roommate.”
Examples that I can give, from experience, include not letting
your apple juice grow mold in your cups, leaving ramen noodles
in a bowl for so long they could become the new Hoover
Dam, and bringing home a trash bag full of wet clothes from
Christmas break, planning on drying them in the residence hall
dryer, and then find said wet clothes still in the trash bag when
you are preparing to leave for Spring break. True story.
– Darrah Tinkler, K-State First Student Advisory Board Member

THE CLASSROOM
Go to class
This isn’t a secret. Showing up is essential to
success in college.  
K-State Tuition (ONLY tuition –no fees, etc) Fun
Facts:
• In-state students pay $18.27 per each class
session for a MWF schedule.  
• Out-of-state students pay $48.47 per each class
session for a MWF schedule.  
• For a TU schedule, in-state students pay
$27.11, and out-of-state students spend $72.71
per class session.  
• Feel like sleeping in? Pretend you’re throwing
a $20 in the trash as you hit snooze.
Also, disappearing helps no one. Family member
sick? Chronically ill? Tell your instructor and tell
K-State’s Office of Student Life.
Dress for the occasion
Pajamas/yoga pants/gray sweat pants tell your
instructor and your classmates that you see class
as a distraction from your busy life of working out
or sleeping or playing video games instead of as
your main priority. If you’re on the way to the Rec,
pack a change of clothes. Your instructor does not
expect a suit or a ball gown; jeans and a K-State
t-shirt are adequate. No one wears pajama bottoms
to Bill Snyder Family Stadium; your classroom
deserves even more respect. (Note: However, just
because you wear body paint to football games
doesn’t mean you should wear that to class.)

Don’t pack up before class is over
Even if you have to get to another class across
campus, this is rude and distracting. Essential
information about upcoming homework
assignments or exams comes in the last few
minutes of class, so you’re not just setting yourself
up to miss something, but you’re signaling to the
professor that you do not care. Plus, the sound of
zippers zipping is loud and contagious. Don’t be
patient zero.
Don’t ask, “Can we get out early?” –
even on Fridays
Your instructor will think you’re being whiney
(because you are), and you’ll lose their respect.
Don’t compare grades in class
Your grade is private. If you want to discuss your
grade with a classmate or a friend, that’s your
business, but don’t do it when the entire class
(including your instructor) can hear your joy or
your dismay.
Don’t ask, “How do I get an A?”
First of all, the instructor doesn’t “give” grades;
you earn them. Instead, ask something along the
lines of, “How can I learn the most?” If you’re
worried about a paper, see if the professor will
meet with you a few weeks before it’s due and
go over it with you. This means you have to be
prepared, but if you truly want the “Excellent”
designation rather than the Average (a C) or an
Above Average (a B), you have to earn it.
Don’t follow your professor to their
next class
The ten minutes between classes are crucial for
your instructor to prepare for their next class, so
they cannot give you their full attention. Make
an appointment. You’ll both get more out of the
encounter.
When to stay home from class
If you have the stomach flu and are throwing up in
the trash can in the hallway and your classmates
then feel prompted to call out their sympathies
from their desks (this is from real life, BTW), you
need to stay home. You never have to give your
instructor the gritty details. A simple, “I’m not
feeling well, and I will not be in class today” is
sufficient information.

Eat discreetly/leave food at home
Bringing Panda Express from the union to class
every day will get on your classmates’ nerves.  It
might make more money for Panda, and they’ll
appreciate it, but no one else will. Stick to foods
that are quiet and smell-less. Think granola bars
rather than orange chicken.
Group project etiquette
Everyone has a nightmarish group project story.  
Working in a small group with nearly total
strangers can be hard, but the ability to work
well with others is a life skill that you can use to
impress employers and become a person other
people actually want to be around. Come to the
group meetings on time, take responsibility for
your share of the work (don’t be bossy and don’t
be lazy), and be considerate, honest, and respectful
of your classmates.
Avoid alarm clock errors
Always set an alarm for the right time of day. It doesn’t do
you much good to set an alarm to 9:00 pm when your class is
at 9:30am.
– Cooper Clawson, Learning Assistant for the Profitability in
Livestock Enterprises CAT Community

Tips for successful out-of-classroom
learning
1. If you attend a lecture, show up on time and
stay through the question and answer session.
The lecture is not over yet, and leaving is rude.
This is often when the speaker is the most
engaging, so you might enjoy it even more
than the lecture.
2. Never use your cell phone (not even to check
the time) during plays, lectures, concerts,
or film screenings. In the case of live
performances, often, they can see you being
rude and looking at your phone. Think how
much work your fellow K-State students or the
visiting artists have dedicated to provide you
with this experience. That dedication deserves
your full attention.
3. Show up on time to tutoring sessions, advisor
meetings, professor meetings, study groups,
and any other commitment you make.  Come
prepared with questions or a draft of your
paper or your ideal class schedule so you make
the most of the time.
15

Email etiquette
The perfect email has:
• Specific subject line
• A respectful greeting
• Clear message body with a neutral or friendly
tone
• Specific signature with student’s name and the
name and date of the class
• Does not ask for information your professor
already gave you elsewhere

Another really bad email has:
• An impolite greeting
• Accusatory tone with capital letters
• No specific signature

Example:
SUBJECT: Absent from class today

Rachel Student

Dear Professor Smith,
I missed class today. Is the homework for
Thursday the reading listed on the syllabus, or did
you make changes in class today?

Example:
Hey,
The grade I got on my paper was stupid, and WE
NEED TALK ASAP.

Proper way to email your professor about your
grade:
• Even if you feel your grade is unfair, you
need to be an adult about it. To review, that
means you need to be honest, considerate, and
respectful.

All the best,
Rachel Student
ENGL100
TU 9:30

Example:
SUBJECT: Discussion of recent paper

A bad email has:
• No greeting
• Assumes class was not important
• No specific signature

Could we meet to discuss the grade on my last
paper? I’m available on Monday and Wednesday
after 1:30 p.m.

Example:
Did we do anything important today?
Rachel
A REALLY bad email has:
• An impolite greeting
• Too much information about why you missed
class
• No signature at all (but with an email as bad
as this, who would blame you for preferring to
stay anonymous?)
Example:
Yo,
I was hungover this morning and decided class
wasn’t worth my time. Did we do anything
important?
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Dear Professor,

Thanks!
Sincerely,
Rachel Student
ENGL100
TU 9:30

TECHNOLOGY USE
Effective uses within the classroom
In some courses, professors will allow you the
use of your electronic devices (laptops, tablets,
iPads, e-readers, and smartphones) for classroom
activities, learning engagement, and quick access
to information. Since we use mobile technology in
our daily lives, it can be beneficial to incorporate it
into the classroom to develop additional skills for
later success.
Appropriate uses of technology (through instructor
permission):
• Recording of lectures or discussions
• Taking notes on laptops or iPads
• Collaborative note taking (live tweeting films,
events, etc.)
• Use of smartphones to calendar events/
assignments
• Instant communication (polling features, study
guide games)
• Photo capturing for assignments
• Research
• Information sharing for group work
When using technology in the classroom, be
sure to follow the ground rules laid out by your
instructor in their syllabus and daily directions.
Use the technology as a way to engage in the class:
do not text friends, chat, take calls, use social
media, etc. unless given explicit instruction or
permission to do so.
Regulated use within the classroom
Not all instructors incorporate or allow the use
of mobile devices in their classroom. If it is not
allowed, follow their instructions. Turn off your
cell phone. Don’t check it throughout the class,
don’t text, and seriously do not talk on it. If you
use a laptop (and check and make sure your
instructor allows laptops), take notes instead of
surfing the web or getting on social media.
Inappropriate uses:
• Texting (typing or reading)
• Talking on the phone
• Sending/reading personal emails
• Checking in with social media
• Gaming

•
•
•

Shopping online
Reading materials/articles not related to class
Paying bills

Learning is social just like Twitter, and you may
distract your peers and appear disinterested. You
can kill the learning buzz. After all, you aren’t just
in class to learn the material; you are honing your
ability to focus on a topic and/or a person for at
least an hour at a time, which is something you
will need to do for the rest of your life.  
Are you bored? That can be the professor’s fault,
but most of the time it’s your own. You can choose
to engage with the lecture and the material, or
you can choose to sit and think about what you’re
eating for lunch or what you’re doing on Saturday.
You’ll get more out of the $18.27 you are paying
for each class session (MWF) if you’re paying
attention. Plus, you’ll fulfill the overall goal of
spending four years of your life in college: to learn
the most possible.
Cell phones
I would advise freshmen to make sure that they have their phone
off or on vibrate while in class. My first semester I had my cell
phone go off during a Chemistry I lecture. Not only was it very
embarrassing, but it also disrupted the entire class.
- Erica Schmitz, Learning Assistant for the Art of Engineering
CAT Community
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schedule serves them well.
A thoughtfully planned calendar can turn an
overwhelming situation into a rich and interesting
week that balances work and play, quiet time and
socializing, challenge and fun.

TIME MANAGEMENT
College students are busy
There are classes and labs to attend, homework to
do, projects to finish, papers to write, and exams
to study for. There are events on campus, activities
in your hall or living group, and meetings for the
clubs and organizations you join. The happiest
and most successful students also make time for
eating well, sleeping through the night, exercising
regularly, spending time with friends, and relaxing
and having fun. So how do you figure out how
to make everything fit into the day, week, or
semester? Here are a few tried and true strategies.
1. Make a plan
Get an organizer, planner, app, or calendar, and
plan out each hour (or half hour) of the entire
week. When will you be attending class? When
will you do your reading, preparation, homework,
writing, and projects and presentations? When
will you be getting about eight hours of sleep each
night? When will you eat, exercise, and hang out
with friends? When will you be working? Which
meetings and campus events will you attend that
week? What’s due that week?
The experts recommend studying about two hours
outside of class for every hour spent in class.  For
example, if you are enrolled in 14 credit hours,
you should plan about 28 hours outside of class
each week to complete assignments and study.
Most successful students report that beginning the
semester with a more rigid and generous study

Tip: Deliberately overestimate how much time it
will take to complete long or important projects.
For example, if you think it should take about six
hours to complete a paper for your History class,
allocate nine hours to finish it. If you finish the
assignment in less time than need, you’ll probably
be happy about having some unexpected free time.
If you underestimate how long it will take, you
may find yourself staying up late, skipping a cool
movie with friends, or turning in inferior academic
work (when you know you could have done much
better).
Organization
From my experience, the best advice I can give is to stay
organized. I have found that the more organized I am, the
less stressed I feel. On the first day of classes, take your
syllabus from each class and combine the course schedules
into one spreadsheet. By having all of your due dates listed
in one place, it is easy to see when you have exams or big
projects coming up. Rather than waiting to the last minute to
start studying for an exam you forgot about, this centralized
assignment sheet will help you prepare ahead of time. If you
are prone to procrastination, this is a way to ensure you will
not fall behind.
– Jenna Snell, Residential Learning Assistant for the
Healthcare for the Heartland: Rural Medicine CAT
Community

2. Prioritize
Put your time and energy into those efforts that
you care most about and those that are most
closely connected to your goals. Be aware of
deadlines, and do your best to make sure you
arrive at events on time and hand in assignments
by the due date. But you’ll also want to prioritize
important work whose deadline might seem further
away at the moment—papers and exams that
carry a lot of points, concepts or skills that you’ll
need to master to do well in the rest of the class,
or topics that are fundamentally important to the
career you’re preparing for or the kind of person
you want to be.
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Careful prioritizing can reduce stress. By deciding
what’s important to you and your goals at college,
you are often better prepared to say “no” to
commitments or obligations of lesser importance
for which you really don’t have the time.
Tip: Don’t spend too much time on activities
or projects that really don’t matter that much.
Gaming and social media can consume a lot of
time, when they’re not made a part of a larger time
management plan that can include such activities
but prioritizes big exams, class attendance, and
sleep. But even within important activities—an
essential class, for example—figure out what to
prioritize. For example, what’s more important:
claiming a few extra credit points that require
attendance at a two-hour event plus a paper that
takes an hour to write, or spending that time on
the final term paper that will make up 30% of your
final grade?
3. Figure out your daily rhythms
and habits and find your flow
The best students often get lost in working on
their most difficult, challenging, and important
academic projects. They get in “the zone,” and
they produce impressively high quality work.
Though it can be hard sometimes to figure out how
to get in the zone, there are some things you can
try to increase your chances of finding that groove
or that flow that will produce your best work.
Focus. Devote your attention and energy to the
task before you. Multitasking doesn’t really help
produce the best work.
Get rid of distractions. Ignore your Twitter feed,
close the door if it’s noisy, silence your phone. Do
whatever you need to keep your energy focused on
your project. Your emails and texts will be there
for you when you’re done.
Figure out when you do your best work. Are you
an early bird or a night owl? When do you feel at
your best, confident and ready to take on anything?
When during the day do you slump or lose your
energy? If your daily routine has you energized in
the late morning or early evening, then block off
those times for doing your very best work. Use
this time to tackle your most important and most
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challenging academic work (your hardest class,
a challenging book, that final term paper). If you
slump after lunch or feel a little too relaxed late at
night, you might use these times for less important
or less consuming kinds of activities (catching up
on email, for example, or planning your weekend).
Tip:  Once you figure out when during the day
you’re at your best, make it your own time.
Don’t let Netflix viewing, busy work, unexpected
interruptions, an extra shift at your job, or other
lower priority activities take over. This is your
time. Use it for what’s most important to you and
your goals at college.
Organization
Get a planner and get in the habit of using it daily. At the
beginning of each semester, write down all important dates
like tests, quizzes, papers, etc., This way you can stay on
top of everything and manage your time well. Also, never
complain about the Derb, because you will miss it as soon as
you move out of the residence halls.
– Sarah Pennington, Residential Learning Assistant for
the What Not to Wear: the Psychology of Fashion CAT
Community

INFORMATION
LITERACY
What is information literacy?
Information literacy is knowing when you need
information, being able to find the information you
need, and then using information effectively.
Why should I care?
You will be writing papers, preparing speeches,
creating art, and/or conducting research in college.
You will need information for these projects to:
• discover new ideas
• provide context for your ideas
• confirm (or question) ideas
We are swimming in a world of information so
deep it might as well be the Marianas Trench
(http://xkcd.com/1040/). It’s in books, on the
internet, and in the memory banks of our elders.

There is so much information that you can access,
and so many places that you can search that it
can be overwhelming if you don’t have a plan.
Information literacy is the plan that will help you.  
How do I do it?
Here are some steps to improving your information
literacy:
1. Define the problem or task
What are you looking for? If your problem or
question, also known as a thesis, is too broad or
vague, you may be overwhelmed with information.
If your question is too narrow, you might not find
anything at all. Take a moment to refine your
question. This step will help you focus your search
and zero in on what you need to find.  An easy rule
of thumb is that if someone has written an entire
book on your topic, it’s too broad. If it’s something
that only your aunt has ever talked about, it may
be too narrow.
Question: Being tall makes you a better person.
Discussion: First, is that even a question? No. It’s
an assumption. Make it a question that invites
investigating multiple perspectives (because,
really, is a short person going to agree with that
statement?) And, while you’re at it, better in what
ways? How do you define tall?
Better question: Does being taller than average
have advantages in the workplace?
2. Locate information
Now that you have your question, where will you
find background information, research, and other
information to help you answer your question?
There are many places to access information:
other people, books, journal articles, websites,
videos, etc. You go to certain types of websites for
different types of information you want for your
personal life (Reddit, Tumblr, Instagram, Hulu).  
You will also go to different resources for your
research in college, depending on what you need.
A book is helpful for some information needs, but
other times articles or a music recording will be
more relevant.

A good starting point is to go to the library’s
homepage (www.lib.k-state.edu) and use Search
It. It’s like Google, but searches for items (books,
articles, videos, etc.) the library has access to
physically and electronically.
Not all information is equal. Once you find
what you need, it’s up to you to decide if the
information is accurate, current, relevant, and
unbiased.
Note taking
Research the different methods of note-taking to see which
will work best for you. Make sure you keep all your notes
in one place so you don’t lose any. If you can find the time,
rewrite your notes after class in a bullet-pointed summary
(it takes less than five minutes). Doing this will help you
reinforce and organize the information you just learned.
Also, take notes when you are reading your textbook. If you
keep all of these notes together, it will help you reduce your
study time because 1) it’s all together in one place and 2) you
will actually know more of the information.
– Jael Whitney, Residential Learning Assistant for the
Talking Physics CAT Community

3. Analyze the found information
Once you have your information, you need to
verify that it’s legit.
• Currency: Check the publication date and
determine whether it is sufficiently current for
your topic.
• Coverage (relevance): Consider whether the
source is relevant to your research and whether
it covers the topic adequately for your needs.
• Authority: Discover the credentials of the
authors of the source and determine their level
of expertise and knowledge about the subject.
• Accuracy: Consider whether the source
presents accurate information and whether you
can verify that information.
• Objectivity (purpose): Think about the author’s
purpose in creating the source and consider
how that affects its usefulness to your research.
You might find sources that disagree with each
other. When that happens, review the criteria listed
above to figure out why. You can discuss this
disagreement in your paper.
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4. Back yourself up (a.k.a. cite it)
Citing your information sources
• gives credit to the work you used
• provides a paper trail that will help others find
the information
• helps you avoid plagiarism
Think of it this way:  a paper (or an argument)
is like an outfit. You put it together using a lot of
different designers. A bibliography is your way
of giving credit to the designers who made the
clothes you used to complete your look. You’re not
claiming that you hand-sewed each piece, you just
knew how to put it together.
The Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue
University is a great place to learn about citing
your sources.
5. Review your thesis
Sometimes everything you find perfectly answers
or supports your original question. Other times,
you discover that the evidence causes you to
question or revise your thesis. This is okay! It
means that you’ve learned something about your
topic, which is why you are doing the research.
If the focus of your project will be dramatically
changed or if you were assigned a specific topic,
be sure to talk to your professor. But usually you
can just refine your thesis and project to account
for your new knowledge.
You don’t need to know everything;
you just need to know how to find it
A lot of the research you will be doing will be to
write papers for your classes. For help with finding
information and writing your paper, you can use
the Writing a Research Paper Guide as a place to
start.
If you need help at any time, you can always ask a
librarian: www.lib.k-state.edu. You can chat oneon-one with them!

WRITING
Writing is hard...
and don’t let anyone tell you differently. Typing,
tweeting, and texting are easy because you practice
them. So college-level writing will only become
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easier if you practice. The process of putting your
ideas on paper in a developed, cohesive manner
that effectively translates the thoughts in your
mind to your reader’s mind is ridiculously hard, so
make sure you practice as much as possible. This
is true whether you are writing a research paper, a
love letter, a job application, or anything that has
passion, truth, and substance.
Have you labeled yourself a “bad writer”? You
shouldn’t; what happened to you in the past does
not define your identity as a college-level writer.
Writers become good through reading and writing.  
Good writers aren’t born; students become good
writers through the choices they make. As a
new college student, you can choose to read the
homework and assignment guidelines, meet with
your professor, sign up for a tutoring session, and
grow as a writer, or you can choose to keep all of
your bad habits and your mediocre writing skills.  
Students at K-State have become better writers
in the first month, after the first semester, or even
after four entire years. Their secret? Hard work.  
And one place that can help you with your writing
is not secret at all:
K-State Writing Center
Enthusiastic and highly trained tutors will spend
30 minutes helping you brainstorm, develop,
or revise your papers. Scheduled, walk-in, and
online appointments are all options. These tutoring
sessions are FREE, and you can find out more
information about getting a tutor at K-State’s
tutoring web site. The Writing Center is located
in Rm 122D in the English/Counseling Services
Building.
Remember, students don’t go to the Writing Center
because they are bad writers; they go because they
want to become better writers.

CRITICAL THINKING
Critical thinking means thinking
completely, deeply, and openmindedly
College is not about teaching you what to think.
College should teach you how to think.
You cannot rely on your parents, your professors,

or your friends to think for you. You are capable
of making your own decisions, choosing your
own actions, and forging your own education. You
must learn to craft what you think, what you say,
and what you do so you can be the best version of
yourself.

DIVERSITY

This isn’t meant to pressure you, but to challenge
and free you. If you accomplish one thing your
first year, strive to develop the sense of curiosity
that comes with honing critical thinking skills.
A dedication to intellectual curiosity will serve
you for the rest of your life. You can start with
everyday decisions. Don’t like your major? Be
curious enough to look in to other options. Afraid
of joining a club? Be curious and ask a professor
or RA what clubs they recommend. Intimidated by
the course material in a difficult class? Be curious
and find a classmate or tutor to review some
concepts. Critical thinking is about never hiding
from knowledge and being motivated enough
to get the resources you need to make the best
decision possible. Critical thinking is being aware
of others and knowing how your decision affects
them as well as yourself; it’s about abandoning
selfishness and thinking for the greater good.

What does it mean?
What is diversity? It is a word you might hear a
lot, but how can we define it in a meaningful way,
and how can we integrate it into our lives so we’re
not just checking off the “diversity” box?

Critical thinking is also an important concept in
developing as a scholar. Scholars are people who
do more than just memorize for the test; they learn
new concepts and connect their learning between
different subjects and classes. Making connections
between seemingly unrelated subjects gives you
access to a whole new world of knowledge and
the application of that knowledge is what creates a
great academic experience.
The old saying goes “curiosity killed the cat,” but
for K-State Wildcats, that’s not true. Curiosity
and the determination to satisfy that curiosity
through participating in class, engaging with
course material, attending lectures and plays and
sporting events and striking up conversations with
other students sitting next to you in class instead
of choosing mindless interactions with electronic
devices – none of these will kill you. Curiosity and
critical thinking skills don’t kill the ‘Cats; they
create them. Critical thinking is part of the Wildcat
Way.

“It is not our differences that divide us. It is our
inability to recognize, accept, and celebrate those
differences.”
-Audre Lorde

Diversity, in its most basic definition, is simply a
group of people with different social and cultural
identities working, learning, playing, and living
together. You might hear the term diversity
together with multiculturalism. Here at K-State,
and in most university settings, multiculturalism
means we work to foster respect and understanding
of varying social groups, races, religions,
ethnicities, sexualities, and cultures. Culture
encompasses the beliefs, arts, and ways of thinking
or behaving of a particular group; for example,
part of the culture of K-State is that we are a
family. You should not simply be surrounding, or
“collecting”, people who are different from you,
but engaging with them to understand knowledge
and ideas from varying perspectives.
Some of the forms and categories that we use
when discussing diversity are:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Race
Ethnicity
Sex/Gender
Gender Identity
Sexual Orientation
(Dis)ability
Age
Socioeconomic Class
Religion
Political Affiliation

Think of the other students, staff, and faculty of
K-State as your community. We all have different
backgrounds, but we are working together with
the common goal of furthering our education
and continually engaging in critical thinking.
This is an easier task when working respectfully
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with a group of people. Part of being an educated
person is knowing about others and working
effectively with people who are different from
you – college is a great place to gain practice for
your future professional work and place in diverse
communities.
Looking in before reaching out
Oftentimes when we think of diversity our minds
immediately go to others, and how they are
different from us. However, an important first step
is to look inwards and examine our own identities
and biases before engaging with someone else.
Who are you? There are a variety of different
identity categories that influence the ways that we
shape ourselves. These categories can also inform
our actions in the world and how we respond to
those that differ from us. These include, but aren’t
limited to, race, gender identity, sexual orientation,
physical ability, age, class, and religion. Try to
think critically about the personal values and
beliefs you hold. Some ways to get started are to
ask yourself the following questions:
What informs you? Who influences your
understandings of yourself and of others? List
some out, and try to add some specific examples
(we made a short list to get you started):
·
Parents
·
Peers
·
Media (television, movies, social media,
advertising, etc)
·
Specific personal experiences
After looking at some of your influences, work to
examine your ideas and beliefs more critically. Do
you hold any biases or believe stereotypes about
certain groups of people? Where might these be
coming from? How can you move beyond those?
Try to keep in mind that mere tolerance should not
be your end goal. Go beyond tolerance and begin
to respect and celebrate the differences among
people. Enhance your understanding, and the ways
in which you learn. Remember that you are not an
individual learning in the vast vacuum of space;
rather you are part of a larger community, and
other people will help to shape you and the culture
you engage with.
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Seeking and celebrating diversity
“I entered the classroom with the conviction that
it was crucial for me and every other student to
be an active participant, not a passive consumer...
education as the practice of freedom.... education
that connects the will to know with the will to
become. Learning is a place where paradise can be
created.”
- bell hooks
Classes:
Within the university you have a unique
opportunity for engaged learning. While here
at K-State, many different people from varying
backgrounds surround you. A world of difference
is at your fingertips. Actively seek out any chance
you can to learn from those around you.
When focusing on learning within the classroom,
K-State has an inclusive curriculum and many
opportunities for you to explore:
The K-State 8 general education program helps
students widen their perspectives, explore
relationships among subjects and build critical
and analytical thinking skills. K-State 8 exposes
students to a broad range of knowledge in
different academic areas. The program shapes
well-rounded thinkers and helps prepare
students for careers, graduate school and other
post-graduate experiences.
One of the 8 Areas is Human Diversity within
the U.S. in which many classes focus on diverse
perspectives. When deciding on your class
schedule with your advisor you can actively seek
out classes that fall into this category.
Getting involved
1. Grab three or four people and go to at least one Union
Program Council event a month. 2. Week Of Welcome
is a perfect time to gain some friends and get some free
pancakes. 3. Be a lobby person, not a be-alone-in-your-room
person, for the first two weeks of college. You won’t meet
new friends by sitting in you room.
– Parker Heinze, Residential Learning Assistant for the
Psychology of Prejudice CAT Community

Student Organizations:
Your education does not end once you walk out of
those classroom doors. Consider joining or going
to meetings and events held by different student
groups and organizations. This is a chance for you
to get involved and meet new people!
Examples of student organizations at K-State:
·
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender)
and Allies
·
BSU (Black Student Union)
·
Christian Challenge
·
International Buddies
K-State has hundreds of student groups that
you can get involved with. For a full list of
possibilities, check out www.k-state.edu/
directories.orgs.
Preventing and responding to
discrimination and prejudice
K-State has a very inclusive nondiscrimination
policy:
Kansas State University is committed to
nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color,
ethnic or national origin, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, religion, age, ancestry,
disability, military status, veteran status, or other
non-merit reasons, in admissions, educational
programs or activities and employment,
including employment of disabled veterans and
veterans of the Vietnam Era, as required by
applicable laws and regulations.
Hate crimes and discrimination are not to be
ignored or tolerated. But if you see this happening
on campus, what actions can you take? Again,
we ask that you look inward and examine your
thoughts and feelings on the matter. How might
you respond to discrimination? What if it doesn’t
affect you directly? Have you ever witnessed
harassment? What can you, as a bystander, do to
prevent or intercede?
While any instance of discrimination is
unacceptable and might reflect poorly on your
experience at K-State, these instances also allow
you the opportunity to unite with students, faculty,
staff, and administrators to create a positive
impact on your community. Some steps you can

take might be to attend diverse events, training
sessions, workshops, symposiums, movies, guest
speakers, etc.
Also keep in mind that there are many campus
resources available to help you or anyone else that
has had to deal with discrimination or harassment,
including the Office of Institutional Equality, the
Office of Student Life, the Center for Advocacy
Response and Education (CARE), the LGBT
Resource Center, and the Campus Police.
Using resources
Like most freshmen in college, I found that the major
I started in was not the right fit for me. During my first
semester, I was very stressed about trying to determine what
major to switch into. During the decision making process,
I found that K-State had the resources to help me make the
right decision. I visited with my advisor, faculty members in
each college, and my Resident Assistant, and worked with
the Academic and Career Information Center. Eventually,
these conversations helped to find the perfect fit for me at
K-State, and I know that if they can help me, they can help
anyone.
– Erica Schmitz, Learning Assistant for the Art of
Engineering CAT Community

HEALTH AND
WELLNESS
An important factor in your college success is your
overall wellness.  Your wellness is a combination
of how you are feeling physically and mentally
and the interaction of you and your environment.  
College is a new environment with a new schedule
and new friends and new food. All of that “new”
can throw off your health and fitness plans.
There are many resources available to promote a
healthy lifestyle to keep you feeling like you have
every opportunity to be successful.
K-State Recreation Center (a.k.a.
The Rec)
recservices.k-state.edu/
The recently renovated and expanded Rec Center
offers weight and fitness areas, intramural sports,
fitness classes that range from yoga to Zumba ,
courts for basketball, racquetball and handball,
indoor tracks, a 40-foot rock wall, and so much
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more!  Students access the Rec with their student
ID and most activities require no additional cost.  
The Rec is a very popular place with students and
nearly 5,000 people use the Rec each day.
Lafene Student Health Center
www.k-state.edu/lafene/
Lafene is a full service medical provider that offers
students affordable, convenient and high quality
outpatient healthcare.  It is located just west
of campus on Sunset Avenue, near the Kramer
residence hall community.  This service is funded
in part by the privilege fee you pay each semester.  
You do not have to pay to see a doctor and some
services (such as prescriptions, lab tests, and
physical therapy) are charged to you at a reduced
rate.
Counseling Services
www.k-state.edu/counseling/
College is an important and busy time.  Some
students find that having someone to talk to about
issues of stress, homesickness, career-decisions,
or relationships is helpful in staying on track to
their goals.  Students may also discover or seek
treatment for existing concerns such as depression
or anxiety.  You have up to four free sessions per
year and additional sessions are very affordable.
Office of Student Life
www.k-state.edu/studentlife/
Difficult situations happen.  It is likely that you
will encounter a situation where you will need
a sounding board or where you just are not sure
where to turn for help.  The Office of Student Life
is your go-to resource for help if you need to leave
campus for a personal or medical emergency or if
you need an advocate in working with a professor
and campus entity.  The professionals who work in
this office provide support and advice.
Your safety
K-State is a very safe campus.  We enjoy a safe
environment because faculty, student and staff
consider campus safety to be an important, shared
responsibility.
The University offer many programs and resources
to help keep our environment safe.  There is also
an expectation that students look after each other
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and take a strong personal stance to keep our
community safe and supportive for everyone.  
Utilize the following resources and learn more
about how you can enhance your ability to stay
safe.
Sign up for K-State Alerts
www.k-state.edu/safety/alerts
Opt-in for K-State Alerts and sign up your
parents and loved ones, too.  K-State Alerts is a
system that will send texts, e-mails, and phone
messages in the events of severe weather or other
emergencies.  
Use Wildcat Walk and SafeRide
Call 785-395-SAFE or use one of the blue light
emergency buttons on campus to have a Wildcat
Walk safety escort walk you across campus (or
up to two blocks off campus).  You can also call
ahead and have someone meet you in the parking
lot to walk you back to your residence hall or
another campus building.
SafeRide is a fixed-route shuttle service that runs
Thursday through Saturday nights from 11 p.m. to
3 a.m. and offers students a safe ride home.  Pick
up locations and route maps are available online.  
www.k-state.edu/osas/saferide.
Be aware of your surroundings
A point of pride at K-State is our tradition of
walking across campus and looking people in
the eye.  Keep your eye out for yourself and
each other.  The campus is well-lit and we have
emergency/information phone boxes or “blue
lights” around campus in areas with a lot of
student traffic.  Use the boxes to request assistance
or to report a crime or suspicious behavior.
Protect your possessions
www.k-state.edu/studentlife/campussafety/theft
Theft of personal property is one of the most
common crimes on college campuses across the
country.  Be sure to protect your stuff.  Students
sometimes are lulled into thinking that Manhattan
is a small community and they can be relaxed
about the seemingly little things – like locking
car doors and residence hall rooms.  Purchase a
sturdy bike lock, watch your laptop or tablet, and
keep other valuables secure.  You may benefit from
considering more ideas about preventing theft.  

Party safe
www.k-state.edu/studentlife/campussafety/
decisions
College life offers many occasions to celebrate
with friends.  Making good decisions around your
use of alcohol and drugs is an important part of
managing your personal wellness and keeping you
on track toward your goals.  Check out these tips
for staying safe when out with friends.  

Financial assistance advisor
You will also find that your personal financial
assistance advisor, assigned to every K-State
student, is a great resource. Your advisor can assist
with questions about the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the availability of
loans, grants, work study and tuition waivers. Stop
by Fairchild Hall to schedule an appointment.

Prevent sexual violence
www.k-state.edu/studentlife/campussafety/
stopsexualviolence
Sexual violence is a very serious and real problem
on college campuses across the country.  Protect
yourself and others by educating yourself about
consent, ways to prevent sexual assault, and how
to support those affected by sexual violence.  
Report suspicious behavior
If you see anything that seems out of the ordinary,
tell someone.  The Office of Student Life is a
good place to begin, 785-532-6432.  If it is an
emergency, call 911 and you will be connected to
the K-State Police.  Our police department is on
duty 24/7.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
Money
Money management might be the most useful
skill you gain in college, so start early. You might
feel overwhelmed by $8,000 tuition bills, but
remember while you are required to pay bills, you
still make the choices about what you buy. Coffee,
the food court, and the plethora of good-looking
K-State gear available can make your money
disappear. You can control your spending; you just
might need some tools to help you make healthful
financial decisions. Two resources on campus are:
Powercat Financial Counseling
Current students can schedule one-on-one financial
advising appointments, and PCFC holds several
events geared to educate you about smart financial
decisions. The office is located on the first floor
of the union in the office of student activities and
services. Visiting Powercat Financial Counseling
will answer your questions about student loans,
budgeting, credit use, identity left, and other
aspects of your financial life.
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CHAPTER 4
KSBN AND THE
COMMON BOOK
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By participating in this common
reading you will
• be introduced to thought-provoking ideas
• participate in engaging discussions
• learn persistence
• build community by interacting with others in
activities and discussions built around the book
and the issues it raises
• use what was learned from the book in other
settings, both in the classroom and more
broadly in the university community

KSBN AND
THE OTHER WES MOORE
What is KSBN?
The K-State Book Network (KSBN) is part of
K-State’s first year experience program, K-State
First. K-State First was established to help firstyear students transition to campus by providing
them with the elements necessary to create a solid
foundation that will help students be successful
in college. These elements are mentoring, small
interactive classes, community, and a shared
academic experience.
KSBN is a large committee of students, staff, and
faculty who select a book that can be read over a
summer, that can be used in a variety of different
classes, and will provide an interesting topic for
conversation.
Why read a common book?
K-Staters wear purple, do “The Wabash,” and read
books. This year, we invite the K-State community
to read The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore. A
committee of over 50 students, staff, and faculty
selected this book because they believe the book
will provide a great introduction to the academic
culture at K-State.

How to read a book in a scholarly
manner/tips for reading critically
No matter what your skill level, everyone comes
across a text that is difficult to read, hard to
follow, or just not interesting at least once in their
college career. Regardless of the reason, these tips
can help you get through the text and retain the
information so you can be successful on your next
test or essay.
Environment
• Do you do better reading in a quiet space
or a lot of background noise? Take that into
consideration when before you pick up your
book.
Read
• Read in manageable sections. Don’t force
yourself to plow through the assigned readings
all at once if your brain is fighting it.
Take notes & summarize
• Underline or highlight sections that seem
important or spark questions. Break the rules
and write in the margins of your book, no one
will tell. Write a short summary in your own
words of the chapter, section, or paragraph you
just read. It will make it much easier to review
when it comes time to study for the test.
Talk about it
• Make a new friend in class and talk to him or
her about what you read or explain the text
to your roommate. Remember, if you can’t
explain what you read simply, you simply do
not understand what you read.
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Summary of the book
Two kids, both named Wes Moore, were born
blocks apart and within a few years of each other.
Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore
neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both
hung out on street corners with their crews; both
ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did
one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated
veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader,
while the other ended up a convicted murderer
serving a life sentence?
There are no simple answers to the question Moore
poses within his book. However, it does offer us
the chance to explore how the environment we
grew up in, and the people around us, have shaped
us into the people we are today. Through Moore’s
story, we will also examine the choices we’ve
made as individuals that have led us to this point.
The Other Wes Moore leads us into and through
discussions about identity, the role of fate and
choice, and the impact of education. In the fall,
the university community will be participating in
exciting discussions, special presentations, and
some engaging activities centered on the book!

RESOURCES
Related materials (click for more information)
• “Wesley Moore Murder” - Baltimore Sun
• “An officer remembered” - Baltimore Sun
• Lit Lovers Summary and Discussion Questions
• Random House reader’s guide
• The Other Wes Moore Research Guide Georgia State University
• US Census Bureau
• National Poverty Center - University of       
Michigan
• National Center for Law and Economic Justice
• Drug Enforcement Administration
• Law Definitions
• “How to Talk to Veterans About the War” Wes Moore TED Talk
• “The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two
Fates”
• The Other Wes Moore Chapter 1 Narration
• Valley Forge Military Academy and College
Local resources (click for more information)
K-State:
• K-State Office of Military Affairs
• Office of Student Financial Assistance
• Office of Diversity
• K-State Police Department
• Center for Advocacy, Response, and Education
• Career and Employment Services
• Multicultural Student Organizations
• HandsOn K-State
Community:
• Manhattan Emergency Shelter
• Fort Riley Military Base
• Flint Hills Job Corps Center
• Flint Hills Breadbasket
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Other titles of interest
Read-a-likes:
• The Work: My Search for a Life that Matters
by Wes Moore
• Discovering Wes Moore by Wes Moore
• Forcefully Advancing by Wes Moore
• The Maker by Wes Moore
• Coming Back with Wes Moore by Wes Moore
• The Memory Palace by Mira Bartók
• The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson
• Burn Down the Ground: A Memoir by Kambri
Crews

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
The Wire: Truth Be Told by Rafael Alvarez
The Corner by David Simon and Edward
Burns
Evaluating the Democratic Merit of Young
Adult Literature: Lessons from Two Versions
of Wes Moore’s Memoir by Amanda Thein;
English Journal
Wes Moore: Author or prisoner? by Deirdre    
Donahue; USA Today
The Battle for Gotham: New York in the
Shadow of Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs by
Roberta Brandes Gratz
In the Place of Justice: A Story of Punishment
and Deliverance by Wilbert Rideau
Color Blind: A Memoir by Precious Williams

Watch-a-likes:
• The Wire: Complete Series (2002-08)
• Coming Back with Wes Moore (2014)
• Oprah (April 27, 2010)
• Heat (1995)
• City of God (2002)
• American History X (1998)
• Cell 211 (2009)
• R (2010)
• Reservoir Dogs (1992)
• The Equalizer (2014)
• Menace II Society (1993)
• Clockers (1995)
• Do the Right Thing (1989)
• Paid in Full (2002)
• New Jersey Drive (1995)
• Juice (1992)
• Shottas (2002)
• Street Kings (2008)
• American Gangster (2007)
Facts and statistics
Military facts:
• There are five branches of the military: Army,
Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, and Air Force.
• Each branch has their own military ranks, from
private to general.
• There are different job industries within the
military, ranging from military police to food
preparation to medicine.
• Soldiers can be awarded for a variety of
reasons. Common awards and decorations for
the US Armed Forces include the Medal of

•

Honor and the Purple Heart.
The President of the United States is the
military’s overall head (commander-in-chief)
and helps form military policy with the
Department of Defense.

White House Fellows
Founded in 1964 by Lyndon B. Johnson, the
White House Fellows program is one of America’s
most prestigious programs for leadership and
public service. White House Fellowships offer
exceptional young men and women first-hand
experience working at the highest levels of the
federal government.
Rhodes Scholars
The Rhodes Scholarships are the oldest and most
celebrated international fellowship awards in the
world. Rhodes Scholars are chosen not only for
their outstanding scholarly achievements, but
for their character, commitment to others and
to the common good, and for their potential for
leadership in whatever domains their careers may
lead. K-State has graduated 13 Rhodes Scholars.
Baltimore compared to other cities - 2000
Baltimore

Wichita

Kansas City,
MO

Population

651,154

344,284

432,449

Female
householder
-no husband
present

64,448 or
25%

16,166 or
11.6%

3,698 or
4.8%

Female
householder
-no husband
present
-with own
children
under 18
years

34,329 or
13.3%

10,444 or
7.5%

18,005 or
9.8%

9th to 12th
grade, no
diploma

37,557 or
22.2%

23,512 or
10.9%

36,905 or
12.9%

Families
below
poverty
level

18.8%

5.4%

11.1%
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Westley Moore (Author)

Wesley Moore

Chapter 1

Chapter 1

Mother attends American University and is engaged to Bill

1968

Sister, Nikki, is born; Mother leaves Bill

1971

Westley Moore born

1978

Mother is angered by Wes’ treatment of his sister

1982

1975

Wesley Moore born; father is absent throughout childhood

1982

Pell Grants slashed so Wes’ Mother drops out college
Wesley meets his father

Father passes away from illness
Chapter 2

Chapter 2

Westley and family move in with grandparents in New York

1984

1984

Engages in a fight during a football game; is arrested for the
first time

Makes friends on basketball court
Chapter 3

Chapter 3
Enrolls at Riverdale Academy

1987

1987

Encounters drug activity
Placed on academic probation

Repeats sixth grade
Enters the drug trade; begins drug use (marijuana)

1989

Chapter 4

Chapter 4

Sister, Shani, gets caught in a fight; Westley defends her

1990

1990

Family discovers Wesley’s drug use and distribution

Arrested for vandalism; is freed inside the cruiser
Chapter 5

Chapter 5
Enrolled in military school in Philadelphia

1991

1991

Wesley and Alicia date; Alicia gives birth to their first child
Involved in a gun fight; is arrested for assault

Chapter 6

Chapter 6

Promoted to platoon sergeant

1994

1992

Stops attending school

1994

Wesley’s friend Woody graduates high school

Westley and Dalio are attacked and called racial slurs

Arrested for selling drugs to police

Chapter 7

Chapter 7

Becomes Airborne certified

1997

Decides to stay at Valley Forge for junior college

1995

Fathers two more children-one with Alicia and one with Cheryl

1997

Cheryl caught high on heroin; Wes joins Job Corp & earns GED

1998

Graduates from Job Corps; returns to drug production

Chapter 8

Chapter 8

Becomes Rhodes scholar; studies abroad in South Africa

2000

Studies at Oxford

2001

2005-2006: fights in Iraq and Afghanistan

2005

Accepted into White House Fellow Program

2006
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2000

Arrested for robbing jeweler & killing off-duty police officer

DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS
Themes:
• Identity
• Fate/Choice
• Education

1. Do you believe, to an extent, other people’s          
decisions determine our destiny and fate
throughout life?
2. Did the other Wes Moore determine his
behaviors based on B.F. Skinner’s theories,
John Watson’s theories, Sigmund Freud’s
theories, or another psychologist’s theories
(Ury Bronfenbrenner, Abraham Maslow,
Carl Rogers, Jean Piaget, Albert Bandura,
Erik Erikson, Ivan Pavlov, etc.)? (FSHS and
PSYCH)
3. What ultimately changed the author’s life,
from being a troublemaker to one of the
highest ranked sergeants in military school?
Was this an internal or external affector?
4. Does not having a father impact a) the choices
both Wes’ made, and b) the mothers’ styles of
raising their children?
5. Is it completely possible to fully overcome
addiction, regardless of what the addiction is
(alcoholism, drugs, pornography, etc.)?
6. How significantly does our social environment
affect our choices?
7. Wes Moore described how he didn’t feel as
if he fit in at Riverdale because was too poor,
and he also didn’t fit in with his neighborhood
friends because he was too rich. Are there
instances in college where you are caught in
the middle of two extreme sides of a spectrum?
How do you cope? (Pages 53-54)
8. The author attributes Wes’s eventual
incarceration to shortsightedness, an inability
to think critically about the future. Do you
agree? How can this be justified in a business
perspective? (GENBA/ECON)
9. Why did the other Wes Moore have such a
difficult time listening to Tony’s advice, even
though his mother also encouraged the same
advice?
10. Do your actions and judgment affect how
people carry on with their lives? How so?

11. Discuss the relationship between education
and poverty. In your discussion, consider
the education levels of both Weses’ mothers,
how far each man got in his education, the
opportunities they gained or lost as a result
of their education, and their reasons for
continuing or discontinuing their studies. How
does this affect your outlook on your studies?

Four rules to live by
1. Drink the chocolate milk in the Derb
2. GO TO CLASS
3. Learn how to navigate the library and don’t
be afraid to ask librarians questions
4. Always check your email!
– Meredith Clark, K-State First Student Advisory Council
Member
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