CHAPTER 4
KSBN AND THE
COMMON BOOK
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By participating in this common
reading you will
• be introduced to thought-provoking ideas
• participate in engaging discussions
• learn persistence
• build community by interacting with others in
activities and discussions built around the book
and the issues it raises
• use what was learned from the book in other
settings, both in the classroom and more
broadly in the university community

KSBN AND
THE OTHER WES MOORE
What is KSBN?
The K-State Book Network (KSBN) is part of
K-State’s first year experience program, K-State
First. K-State First was established to help firstyear students transition to campus by providing
them with the elements necessary to create a solid
foundation that will help students be successful
in college. These elements are mentoring, small
interactive classes, community, and a shared
academic experience.
KSBN is a large committee of students, staff, and
faculty who select a book that can be read over a
summer, that can be used in a variety of different
classes, and will provide an interesting topic for
conversation.
Why read a common book?
K-Staters wear purple, do “The Wabash,” and read
books. This year, we invite the K-State community
to read The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore. A
committee of over 50 students, staff, and faculty
selected this book because they believe the book
will provide a great introduction to the academic
culture at K-State.

How to read a book in a scholarly
manner/tips for reading critically
No matter what your skill level, everyone comes
across a text that is difficult to read, hard to
follow, or just not interesting at least once in their
college career. Regardless of the reason, these tips
can help you get through the text and retain the
information so you can be successful on your next
test or essay.
Environment
• Do you do better reading in a quiet space
or a lot of background noise? Take that into
consideration when before you pick up your
book.
Read
• Read in manageable sections. Don’t force
yourself to plow through the assigned readings
all at once if your brain is fighting it.
Take notes & summarize
• Underline or highlight sections that seem
important or spark questions. Break the rules
and write in the margins of your book, no one
will tell. Write a short summary in your own
words of the chapter, section, or paragraph you
just read. It will make it much easier to review
when it comes time to study for the test.
Talk about it
• Make a new friend in class and talk to him or
her about what you read or explain the text
to your roommate. Remember, if you can’t
explain what you read simply, you simply do
not understand what you read.
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Summary of the book
Two kids, both named Wes Moore, were born
blocks apart and within a few years of each other.
Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore
neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both
hung out on street corners with their crews; both
ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did
one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated
veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader,
while the other ended up a convicted murderer
serving a life sentence?
There are no simple answers to the question Moore
poses within his book. However, it does offer us
the chance to explore how the environment we
grew up in, and the people around us, have shaped
us into the people we are today. Through Moore’s
story, we will also examine the choices we’ve
made as individuals that have led us to this point.
The Other Wes Moore leads us into and through
discussions about identity, the role of fate and
choice, and the impact of education. In the fall,
the university community will be participating in
exciting discussions, special presentations, and
some engaging activities centered on the book!

RESOURCES
Related materials (click for more information)
• “Wesley Moore Murder” - Baltimore Sun
• “An officer remembered” - Baltimore Sun
• Lit Lovers Summary and Discussion Questions
• Random House reader’s guide
• The Other Wes Moore Research Guide Georgia State University
• US Census Bureau
• National Poverty Center - University of       
Michigan
• National Center for Law and Economic Justice
• Drug Enforcement Administration
• Law Definitions
• “How to Talk to Veterans About the War” Wes Moore TED Talk
• “The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two
Fates”
• The Other Wes Moore Chapter 1 Narration
• Valley Forge Military Academy and College
Local resources (click for more information)
K-State:
• K-State Office of Military Affairs
• Office of Student Financial Assistance
• Office of Diversity
• K-State Police Department
• Center for Advocacy, Response, and Education
• Career and Employment Services
• Multicultural Student Organizations
• HandsOn K-State
Community:
• Manhattan Emergency Shelter
• Fort Riley Military Base
• Flint Hills Job Corps Center
• Flint Hills Breadbasket
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Other titles of interest
Read-a-likes:
• The Work: My Search for a Life that Matters
by Wes Moore
• Discovering Wes Moore by Wes Moore
• Forcefully Advancing by Wes Moore
• The Maker by Wes Moore
• Coming Back with Wes Moore by Wes Moore
• The Memory Palace by Mira Bartók
• The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson
• Burn Down the Ground: A Memoir by Kambri
Crews

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
The Wire: Truth Be Told by Rafael Alvarez
The Corner by David Simon and Edward
Burns
Evaluating the Democratic Merit of Young
Adult Literature: Lessons from Two Versions
of Wes Moore’s Memoir by Amanda Thein;
English Journal
Wes Moore: Author or prisoner? by Deirdre    
Donahue; USA Today
The Battle for Gotham: New York in the
Shadow of Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs by
Roberta Brandes Gratz
In the Place of Justice: A Story of Punishment
and Deliverance by Wilbert Rideau
Color Blind: A Memoir by Precious Williams

Watch-a-likes:
• The Wire: Complete Series (2002-08)
• Coming Back with Wes Moore (2014)
• Oprah (April 27, 2010)
• Heat (1995)
• City of God (2002)
• American History X (1998)
• Cell 211 (2009)
• R (2010)
• Reservoir Dogs (1992)
• The Equalizer (2014)
• Menace II Society (1993)
• Clockers (1995)
• Do the Right Thing (1989)
• Paid in Full (2002)
• New Jersey Drive (1995)
• Juice (1992)
• Shottas (2002)
• Street Kings (2008)
• American Gangster (2007)
Facts and statistics
Military facts:
• There are five branches of the military: Army,
Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, and Air Force.
• Each branch has their own military ranks, from
private to general.
• There are different job industries within the
military, ranging from military police to food
preparation to medicine.
• Soldiers can be awarded for a variety of
reasons. Common awards and decorations for
the US Armed Forces include the Medal of

•

Honor and the Purple Heart.
The President of the United States is the
military’s overall head (commander-in-chief)
and helps form military policy with the
Department of Defense.

White House Fellows
Founded in 1964 by Lyndon B. Johnson, the
White House Fellows program is one of America’s
most prestigious programs for leadership and
public service. White House Fellowships offer
exceptional young men and women first-hand
experience working at the highest levels of the
federal government.
Rhodes Scholars
The Rhodes Scholarships are the oldest and most
celebrated international fellowship awards in the
world. Rhodes Scholars are chosen not only for
their outstanding scholarly achievements, but
for their character, commitment to others and
to the common good, and for their potential for
leadership in whatever domains their careers may
lead. K-State has graduated 13 Rhodes Scholars.
Baltimore compared to other cities - 2000
Baltimore

Wichita

Kansas City,
MO

Population

651,154

344,284

432,449

Female
householder
-no husband
present

64,448 or
25%

16,166 or
11.6%

3,698 or
4.8%

Female
householder
-no husband
present
-with own
children
under 18
years

34,329 or
13.3%

10,444 or
7.5%

18,005 or
9.8%

9th to 12th
grade, no
diploma

37,557 or
22.2%

23,512 or
10.9%

36,905 or
12.9%

Families
below
poverty
level

18.8%

5.4%

11.1%
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Westley Moore (Author)

Wesley Moore

Chapter 1

Chapter 1

Mother attends American University and is engaged to Bill

1968

Sister, Nikki, is born; Mother leaves Bill

1971

Westley Moore born

1978

Mother is angered by Wes’ treatment of his sister

1982

1975

Wesley Moore born; father is absent throughout childhood

1982

Pell Grants slashed so Wes’ Mother drops out college
Wesley meets his father

Father passes away from illness
Chapter 2

Chapter 2

Westley and family move in with grandparents in New York

1984

1984

Engages in a fight during a football game; is arrested for the
first time

Makes friends on basketball court
Chapter 3

Chapter 3
Enrolls at Riverdale Academy

1987

1987

Encounters drug activity
Placed on academic probation

Repeats sixth grade
Enters the drug trade; begins drug use (marijuana)

1989

Chapter 4

Chapter 4

Sister, Shani, gets caught in a fight; Westley defends her

1990

1990

Family discovers Wesley’s drug use and distribution

Arrested for vandalism; is freed inside the cruiser
Chapter 5

Chapter 5
Enrolled in military school in Philadelphia

1991

1991

Wesley and Alicia date; Alicia gives birth to their first child
Involved in a gun fight; is arrested for assault

Chapter 6

Chapter 6

Promoted to platoon sergeant

1994

1992

Stops attending school

1994

Wesley’s friend Woody graduates high school

Westley and Dalio are attacked and called racial slurs

Arrested for selling drugs to police

Chapter 7

Chapter 7

Becomes Airborne certified

1997

Decides to stay at Valley Forge for junior college

1995

Fathers two more children-one with Alicia and one with Cheryl

1997

Cheryl caught high on heroin; Wes joins Job Corp & earns GED

1998

Graduates from Job Corps; returns to drug production

Chapter 8

Chapter 8

Becomes Rhodes scholar; studies abroad in South Africa

2000

Studies at Oxford

2001

2005-2006: fights in Iraq and Afghanistan

2005

Accepted into White House Fellow Program

2006
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2000

Arrested for robbing jeweler & killing off-duty police officer

DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS
Themes:
• Identity
• Fate/Choice
• Education

1. Do you believe, to an extent, other people’s          
decisions determine our destiny and fate
throughout life?
2. Did the other Wes Moore determine his
behaviors based on B.F. Skinner’s theories,
John Watson’s theories, Sigmund Freud’s
theories, or another psychologist’s theories
(Ury Bronfenbrenner, Abraham Maslow,
Carl Rogers, Jean Piaget, Albert Bandura,
Erik Erikson, Ivan Pavlov, etc.)? (FSHS and
PSYCH)
3. What ultimately changed the author’s life,
from being a troublemaker to one of the
highest ranked sergeants in military school?
Was this an internal or external affector?
4. Does not having a father impact a) the choices
both Wes’ made, and b) the mothers’ styles of
raising their children?
5. Is it completely possible to fully overcome
addiction, regardless of what the addiction is
(alcoholism, drugs, pornography, etc.)?
6. How significantly does our social environment
affect our choices?
7. Wes Moore described how he didn’t feel as
if he fit in at Riverdale because was too poor,
and he also didn’t fit in with his neighborhood
friends because he was too rich. Are there
instances in college where you are caught in
the middle of two extreme sides of a spectrum?
How do you cope? (Pages 53-54)
8. The author attributes Wes’s eventual
incarceration to shortsightedness, an inability
to think critically about the future. Do you
agree? How can this be justified in a business
perspective? (GENBA/ECON)
9. Why did the other Wes Moore have such a
difficult time listening to Tony’s advice, even
though his mother also encouraged the same
advice?
10. Do your actions and judgment affect how
people carry on with their lives? How so?

11. Discuss the relationship between education
and poverty. In your discussion, consider
the education levels of both Weses’ mothers,
how far each man got in his education, the
opportunities they gained or lost as a result
of their education, and their reasons for
continuing or discontinuing their studies. How
does this affect your outlook on your studies?

Four rules to live by
1. Drink the chocolate milk in the Derb
2. GO TO CLASS
3. Learn how to navigate the library and don’t
be afraid to ask librarians questions
4. Always check your email!
– Meredith Clark, K-State First Student Advisory Council
Member
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