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Butler County’s
Kafir Corn Carnivals
Another day has passed and still no rain. Another follows and still another until it
seems that the skies have turned to brass and the fountains of heaven have dried up.
Indian corn for so many years called King, wearies of his crown, rolls, twists, shrivels
and dries, beneath the pitiless rays of the burning July sun. The meadows turn brown,
cattle break fences in search of water and greener pastures. The farmer turns pale under
his coat of tan as he wonders how he will provide for his family, feed his stock and meet
his obligations in the neighboring town. The debtor avoids the society of his creditor
and the creditor seeks out the affairs of his debtor. It seems that gloom, despondency,
and hard times like a dark mantle are about to settle over the landscape that looked so
promising and fair in the early days of June.
But lo! again the scene shifts. The mantle is lifted. Kafir corn, the Queen of Kansas
prairies, has during these days of heat and drought, of burning and scorching wind been
contentedly biding her time. Until drenched by the autumn rains she lifts in maidenly
modesty, yet in royal splendor her golden and silvery plumes, soon to be converted into real
gold and silver; and confidence, peace, happiness and prosperity reign throughout the land.
On October 18-19-20 we of Butler county, pay homage to our Queen. Let the entire
county of Butler meet as one great family and take part in the festivities. Let these days be
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days that will live long in the history of our country because of the pleasure that they bring.
Manley Arnold, Walnut Valley Times, 1911
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